Westminster Abbey
Learning

Introduction to coronations - teachers’ notes

Thank you for downloading this resource. We hope that it will be a useful teaching tool in your
classroom.

As we continue to grow our free catalogue of teaching resources, we’d really appreciate a few minutes
of your time to let us know what you liked and what could be improved. Please complete this five-
guestion survey.

Overview:

This KS1 introduction lesson, designed to last for one hour, explains what a coronation is, and what
happens during a coronation ceremony. Pupils are then given the opportunity to create their own St
Edward’s crown.

Learning Objectives:

e To understand what a coronation is
e To learn about what happens at a coronation service
e To learn that all kings and queens are crowned at Westminster Abbey

Introduction: What is a coronation?

SLIDE 3: Talk with a partner. What can you see in these four pictures? What do you think is happening?

SLIDE 4: Did you see a crown? Who usually wears a crown? The king or the queen. The king or the queen
rules the country. Do you know who our current monarch is?

SLIDE 5: Have a look at these four pictures again, show me in actions what is happening in the pictures?
The crown is being placed on the king or queens head. These are pictures of coronation. A coronation is
a special ceremony (or occasion) where a new king or queen is crowned in front of lots of people. But
the crowning isn’t the only thing that happens. There are lots of special things that take place during a
Coronation.

SLIDE 6: Click to play the film. Ask your students to find out what other parts of the coronation are
happening through the film.

SLIDE 7: This is a picture of a famous church in London. It’s called Westminster Abbey. It’s very old —
there has been a church here for over a thousand years. Westminster Abbey is the coronation church.
All kings and queens are crowned here. The last monarch to be crowned here was Queen Elizabeth Il on
2" June 1953. NB only two monarchs haven’t been crowned here — Edward V, one of the missing
‘Princes in the tower’, and Edward VIII, who abdicated before he had the chance to be crowned.
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SLIDE 8: Today the Commonwealth is made up of 56 countries from around the world. King Charles lll is
the Head of the Commonwealth. Every year, representatives from each of the Commonwealth countries
come to Westminster Abbey for a big celebration of their friendship.

Do you recognise any of these Commonwealth flags? Can you find out the names of all the 56 countries
in the Commonwealth?

The photograph was taken at the Commonwealth Day celebration at Westminster Abbey in 2020.
Commonwealth Day takes place on the second Monday in March every year at Westminster Abbey.
Representatives from each of the Commonwealth countries are invited to the largest multi faith service
in Britain. Further information can be found at https://thecommonwealth.org/commonwealth-day

SLIDE 9: This is what the Abbey looks like inside. Look at all the people waiting for the king or queen to
arrive. Thousands of people watch the coronation. They want to see what their new king or queen looks
like. At the coronation of Queen Elizabeth Il, people could watch it on the TV. Once the new king or
queen arrives, the coronation can begin. Remember what a coronation is? It’s a special ceremony (or
occasion) where a new king or queen is crowned. But remember, there are other special things that take
place during a coronation.

SLIDE 10: Once the king or queen has arrived at Westminster Abbey, the coronation can begin. Lots of
people come to watch this special occasion. Listen to a short extract of the music (Parry’s | was Glad).
Imagine walking into the big church filled with thousands of people. How would you stand? How would
you walk? How would you feel?

Sit with a partner. We are going to learn some actions and find out about what happens during a
coronation.

Activity 1: What happens at a coronation? (with actions)

SLIDE 11 Action 1: Put your hand out in front of you palm down and close your eyes if you want to. The
oath: The coronation begins with the new king or queen making a special promise, or oath. They put
their hand on a Bible and promise to rule wisely and serve God.

SLIDE 12: Action 2: Make the sign of the cross on your partner’s forehead. The anointing: The king or
gueen sits in the coronation chair. The Archbishop of Canterbury takes a spoon filled with holy oil. The
archbishop uses the oil to make the sign of a cross on the king or queen’s forehead, hands and heart.
This is called anointing. It is the most important part of a coronation. It’s a sign to show everyone that
this person has been blessed by God to be the king or the queen.

SLIDE 13: Action 3: Hold out both of your hands pretending to hold something. The investing: The king
or queen has to hold some special objects. Have you seen these before? The sceptres are a symbol of
the power of the king or queen. The Sceptre with Cross contains the largest diamond in the world. The
orb is a sign to show the power of God over the world. These items, along with the crowns, are part of a
collection of special objects called the Crown Jewels. How do you think it would feel to hold these
precious objects?
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SLIDE 14: Action 4: Pretend to put a crown on your partner’s head. The crowning: Finally, it is time for a
new king or queen to be crowned. The Archbishop of Canterbury lifts the St Edward’s crown (image on
the left) high above the king or the queen’s head, and then places it down. Everyone shouts “God Save
the Queen/King.” The St Edward's Crown is very heavy (5lb). The new King or queen only wears it for a
short time, then they change to put this crown on instead (image on the right) — the Imperial State
crown, which is much lighter. Which one do you prefer?

SLIDE 15: Once the ceremony is over, the newly crowned king or queen gets into their carriage and
journeys back to the palace for a huge coronation feast. This is now usually held at Buckingham Palace.

Activity 2: Make a St Edward’s crown

SLIDE 16: It’s time for you to make your own crown. The first thing you need to do is to colour your
crown, and add some jewels. Don’t add too many jewels or your crown will flop down. Then you will
need to cut it out and stick it to the strip of card. Then ask an adult to staple the headband for you.

Materials needed: St Edward’s Crown PDF printed on card, strips of A2 card to use as the head band,
colouring pens/pencils, scissors, stick-on jewels (optional), glue, and stapler.

EXTENSION: Pupils could get into partners and practice the actions for coronation, using the crowns they
have just made.

Plenary: What is a coronation and what happens at a coronation ceremony?

SLIDE 17: Recap. What is a coronation? A special ceremony where a new king or queen is crowned. Is
crowning the only thing that happens at a coronation ceremony? No. We are going to do our actions to
remember. Carry out actions on PowerPoint.

SLIDE 18: Remind pupils that every single coronation takes place at Westminster Abbey, and has done
for nearly a thousand years.

SLIDE 19: Today we have learnt: A coronation is a special ceremony where a new king or queen is
crowned, Coronations take place in a big church in London called Westminster Abbey. The crowning
isn’t the only part of the ceremony. There are other important things that take place.
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