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HISTORICAL NOTE

Since the middle ages the Provinces of Canterbury and York have each
had a provincial synod called a Convocation, consisting of an Upper
House of bishops and a Lower House of clergy. Advisory Houses of
Laymen were added in 1886 (Canterbury) and 1892 (York). In 1919 a
Church Assembly, consisting of the Convocations and a House of Laity,
was established. It had the power to pass Measures which, if approved by
Parliament, received the Royal Assent and became part of the statute law
of England, but the right to make canon law remained with the
Convocations. 

In 1970 the Church Assembly’s powers and most of those of the
Convocations passed to a new body, the General Synod, again consisting
of the Convocations and a House of Laity. In 1974 the General Synod was
also given the power to approve liturgies for use alongside those in The
Book of Common Prayer and also to decide on the form in which the
clergy should declare their assent to the doctrine of the Church of England.

A new General Synod is elected every five years, and the General Synod
elected in 2010 is the ninth. Each of them has been inaugurated by Her
Majesty The Queen. The Convocations and the House of Laity are
summoned to an inaugural service of Holy Communion in Westminster
Abbey. Afterwards they assemble in the Assembly Hall in Church House,
where Her Majesty declares that the Convocations of Canterbury and York
are joined together and the House of Laity added to them so as to constitute
the new General Synod.

The Ninth General Synod has a potential membership of 478. The House
of Bishops consists of the diocesan bishops, the Bishop of Dover and
elected representatives of the suffragan bishops. The House of Clergy
consists principally of proctors of the clergy of each diocese, together with
elected representatives of the cathedral deans, university clergy, and
ordained members of religious communities. The House of Laity consists
principally of elected representatives of the laity of each diocese and of the
lay members of religious communities. The Forces Synodical Council
chooses ordained and lay representatives. There are a number of ex officio
members – the Chaplain to the Prisons, the Dean of the Arches and
Auditor, the Vicars General, the Church Estates Commissioners, the
Chairman of the Pensions Board, and the appointed members of the
Archbishops’ Council. Representatives of sister churches, the Church of
England Youth Council, and Deaf Anglicans Together participate in
meetings with the right to speak but not to vote.
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Members of the congregation are kindly requested to refrain from using
private cameras, video, or sound recording equipment.  Please ensure that
mobile phones, pagers, and other electronic devices are switched off.

The President is The Most Reverend and Right Honourable Dr Rowan
Williams, Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate of All England and
Metropolitan.

The service is sung by the Choir of Westminster Abbey, conducted by
Robert Quinney, Sub-Organist.

The organ is played by James McVinnie, Assistant Organist.

The opening fanfare is played by the State Trumpets of The Blues and
Royals, led by Trumpet Major Timothy West, by kind permission of Colonel
S H Cowen, Commander, Household Cavalry.

Music before the service: 

Edward Tambling, Organ Scholar, plays:

Fantasia in G BWV 572 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)

Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier BWV 731 Johann Sebastian Bach

Kyrie, Gott heiliger Geist BWV 671 Johann Sebastian Bach

Sonata in A Op 65 no 3 Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy (1809–47)

Vater unser im Himmelreich Georg Böhm (1661–1733)

Concerto in D Op 10 no 2 John Stanley (1712–86)

Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no 1040271.
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At 10.00 am the Procession of the General Synod enters the Church, and
moves through the Nave to places in the Transepts and Lantern, in the
order:  members representing the dioceses of the Province of York,
members representing the special constituencies, and members
representing the dioceses of the Province of Canterbury.  All remain
seated.

The Procession of the Officers of the General Synod moves through the
Nave to places in the north-east Lantern.  All remain seated.

The Procession of the Representatives of other Churches and of
ecumenical bodies moves through the Nave to places in the north-west
Lantern.  All remain seated.

The Procession of the assisting Eucharistic Ministers moves through the
Nave to places in the north-east and south-east Lantern.  All remain
seated.

The Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice is received at the
Great West Door by the Dean and Chapter of Westminster and conducted
to his place in Quire.  All remain seated.

The Lord Mayor of Westminster Locum Tenens is received and conducted
to his place in Quire.  All stand, and then sit.
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A fanfare is sounded.  All stand.

Her Majesty The Queen and His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh
are received by the Dean and Chapter of Westminster.

ORDER OF SERVICE

THE PROCESSION OF
THE COLLEGIATE CHURCH OF ST PETER AT WESTMINSTER

Beadle

The Choir of Westminster Abbey

Queen’s Almsmen

The Cross of Westminster and Lights

The Chaplains

The Minor Canons of Westminster

Canons’ Verger

The Canons of Westminster
together with the Preacher

Dean’s Verger

The Dean of Westminster

His Royal Highness Her Majesty The Queen
The Duke of Edinburgh

Royal Suite in Attendance

THE PROCESSION OF
THE ARCHBISHOPS OF CANTERBURY AND YORK

Archbishops’ Verger

The Primatial Cross of York The Primatial Cross of Canterbury

The Lord Archbishop of York The Lord Archbishop of Canterbury

The Synodal Secretary of the The Synodical Secretary of the
Convocation of York Convocation of Canterbury
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THE GATHERING
All sing

THE HYMN

during which the Collegiate Procession, together with 
Her Majesty The Queen and His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh,

followed by the Procession of the Archbishops of Canterbury and York,
moves to places in the Quire and Sacrarium

DISPOSER supreme, and judge of the earth,
who choosest for thine the weak and the poor,

to frail earthen vessels, and things of no worth,
entrusting thy riches which ay shall endure;

throughout the wide world their message is heard,
and swift as the wind it circles the earth;

it echoes the voice of the heavenly Word,
and brings unto mortals the hope of new birth.

Their cry thunders forth, ‘Christ Jesus is Lord’,
then Satan doth fear, his citadels fall:

as when those shrill trumpets were raised at thy word,
and one long blast shattered proud Jericho’s wall.

O loud be the call, and stirring the sound,
to rouse us, O Lord, from sin’s deadly sleep;

may lights which thou kindlest in darkness around,
the dull soul awaken, her vigil to keep.

All honour and praise, dominion and might,
to thee, Three in One, eternally be,

who pouring around us thy glorious light,
dost call us from darkness thy glory to see.

Hanover 433 NEH 216 NEH
William Croft (1678–1727) Latin, Jean Baptiste de Santeuil (1630–97)
Organist of Westminster Abbey 1708–27 translated by Isaac Williams (1802–65)
in A Supplement to the New Version 1708
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All remain standing.  The Most Reverend and Right Honourable Dr Rowan
Williams, Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate of All England and
Metropolitan, says

THE GREETING

Peace be with you;
and also with you.

All remain standing for

THE PRAYERS OF PENITENCE

The Spirit of the Lord fills the world and knows our every word and deed.
Let us then open ourselves to the Lord and confess our sins in penitence
and faith.

MOST merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess
that we have sinned in thought, and word, and deed.  We have

not loved you with our whole heart, we have not loved our neighbours
as ourselves.  In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us to
amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; that we may do
justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God.  Amen.

ALMIGHTY God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon
you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and

strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

The Choir sings: Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest.

All repeat:

GLORY to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord
God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we

give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest.

Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father.  Lord God, Lamb of God, you
take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; you are seated at the
right hand of Father; receive our prayer.

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest.

For you alone are the Holy one, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the
most high, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the
Father.

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest.
David Thorne  Mass of St Thomas

THE COLLECT

The President says:
Let us pray.

All remain standing.  A period of silent prayer is kept.

The President sings:

ALMIGHTY God, you have given your Holy Spirit to the Church to
lead us into all truth:  bless with the Spirit’s grace and presence the

members of this Synod; keep us steadfast in faith and united in love, that
we may manifest your glory and prepare the way of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

All sit.  William Fittall, Secretary General, General Synod of the Church
of England, reads

THE NEW TESTAMENT READING

THE apostles and the elders, with the consent of the whole church,
decided to choose men from among their members and to send them

to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas.  They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and
Silas, leaders among the brothers, with the following letter:  ‘The brothers,
both the apostles and the elders, to the believers of Gentile origin in
Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greetings.  Since we have heard that certain
persons who have gone out from us, though with no instructions from us,
have said things to disturb you and have unsettled your minds, we have
decided unanimously to choose representatives and send them to you,
along with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, who have risked their lives for
the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We have therefore sent Judas and Silas,
who themselves will tell you the same things by word of mouth.  For it has
seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to impose on you no further
burden than these essentials:  that you abstain from what has been
sacrificed to idols and from blood and from what is strangled and from
fornication.  If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well.
Farewell.’

Acts 15: 22–29

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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All stand to sing

THE HYMN

O THOU who camest from above,
the pure celestial fire to impart,

kindle a flame of sacred love
on the mean altar of my heart.

There let it for thy glory burn
with inextinguishable blaze,

and trembling to its source return
in humble prayer, and fervent praise.

Jesus, confirm my heart’s desire
to work, and speak, and think for thee;

still let me guard the holy fire,
and still stir up thy gift in me.

Ready for all thy perfect will,
my acts of faith and love repeat,

till death thy endless mercies seal,
and make my sacrifice complete.

Hereford 431 NEH Charles Wesley (1707–88)
Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810–76)
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All remain standing for

THE GOSPEL READING

The Most Reverend and Right Honourable Dr John Sentamu, Lord
Archbishop of York, Primate of England and Metropolitan, says

The Lord be with you;
and also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

AS Jesus and two apostles came near Emmaus, he walked ahead as if
he were going on.  But the apostles urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay

with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’  So
he went in to stay with them.  When he was at the table with them, he took
bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.  Then their eyes were
opened, and they recognised him; and he vanished from their sight.  They
said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he was
talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’  That
same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the
eleven and their companions gathered together.  They were saying, ‘The
Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’  Then they told what
had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in
the breaking of the bread.

Luke 24: 28–35

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON

by

Dame Mary Tanner DBE

President (Europe), World Council of Churches
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All stand to say

THE CREED

WE believe in one God, 
the Father, the almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen.
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All kneel or sit. The President introduces

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

We pray for God to fill us with his Spirit.

Charlotte Cook, Representative of the Church of England Youth Council,
says:

HEAVENLY Father, we pray for your Church throughout the world,
for Rowan and Sentamu our Archbishops, and for all the members

and staff of this Synod. Grant us wisdom and discernment. Help us to
listen to one another and to you, to bear with one another in love, and to
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

We pray for justice and peace throughout the world. Bless and guide
Elizabeth our Queen, give wisdom to all in authority under her, and help
us all to work for the common good.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

Edward Keene, Representative of the Church of England Youth Council,
says:

WE pray for the mission of the Church. Inspire us as we seek to
proclaim the faith afresh and make Christ known to a new

generation.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

In this time of financial stringency, hear us as we remember those who are
unemployed, those who fear for their jobs, and young people seeking
direction and purpose in an uncertain world.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.
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Rebecca Swinson, Representative of the Church of England Youth Council,
says:

HEAR us as we remember those who have died in the faith of Christ,
especially former members and staff of this Synod, and all who have

inspired us in our Christian vocation.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Clement, Bishop
of Rome and martyr, and all your saints, we commend ourselves and the
whole creation to your unfailing love.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

The President continues:

GENEROUS God, you sent your Holy Spirit upon your Messiah at the
river Jordan, and upon the disciples in the upper room: in your mercy

fill us with your Spirit, hear our prayer, and make us one in heart and mind
to serve you with joy for ever. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT

All stand for

THE PEACE

The President says:

GOD has made us one in Christ.  He has set his seal upon us and, as a
pledge of what is to come, has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts.

The peace of the Lord be always with you:
and also with you.

All may exchange a sign of peace.
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All sing
THE HYMN

during which a collection is taken for the One People Fund (for
emergency relief and the promotion of peace and unity in any part of the
world), the table is prepared, and the President takes the bread and wine

COME down, O Love divine,
seek thou this soul of mine,

and visit it with thine own ardour glowing;
O Comforter, draw near,
within my heart appear,

and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.

O let it freely burn,
till earthly passions turn

to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
and let thy glorious light
shine ever on my sight,

and clothe me round, the while my path illuming.

Let holy charity
mine outward vesture be,

and lowliness become mine inner clothing;
true lowliness of heart,
which takes the humbler part,

and o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing.

And so the yearning strong,
with which the soul will long,

shall far outpass the power of human telling;
for none can guess its grace,
till he become the place

wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling.
Down Ampney 137 NEH Discendi, Amor santo Bianco da Siena (d 1434)
Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872–1958) translated by Richard Littledale (1833–90)
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The President says:

FATHER, by your Holy Spirit you keep the Church in unity and truth.
As we break bread together, may we be one with Christ in faith and

hope and love, now and for ever.  Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

IT is indeed right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give
you thanks, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ

our Lord.  For he is our great high priest who has entered once for all into
the heavenly sanctuary, evermore to pour upon your Church the grace and
comfort of your Holy Spirit.  He is the one who has gone before us, who
calls us to be united in prayer as were his disciples in the upper room while
they awaited his promised gift, the life-giving Spirit of Pentecost.

Therefore all creation yearns with eager longing as angels and archangels
sing the endless hymn of praise.

The Choir sings

HOLY, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy
glory:  

glory be to thee, O Lord most high.  Amen.
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.

Harold Darke (1888–1976) in F
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LORD, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the
power of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts

of bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you
thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take, eat; this is
my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave
it to them, saying:  Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:  Christ is risen:  Christ will come again.

AND so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect
sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his

mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming in
glory, we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  As we offer you this
our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread
and this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your
presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of all
the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our
Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever.
Amen.

All remain standing.  The President introduces

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:

OUR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The President breaks the consecrated bread, saying:

WE break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in

one bread.

The Choir sings:

O LAMB Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world; have
mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world; have mercy
upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world; grant us thy peace.

Harold Darke in F

THE GIVING OF COMMUNION

The President says:

JESUS is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  Blessed
are those who are called to his supper.

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, and I
shall be healed.

The Archbishops receive communion.

Her Majesty The Queen and His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh
receive communion.

The assisting Eucharistic Ministers receive communion.

Members of the congregation are requested to move only as invited by the
Stewards and Vergers.

Communicant members of other churches are welcome to receive
communion.

If you are not a communicant you are welcome to come forward for a
blessing, in which case please carry this service sheet in your hands to
indicate to those administering that you are asking for a blessing.

Authorized words of distribution are used and the communicant replies
Amen.
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During the distribution the Choir sings:

VENI Sancte Spiritus, et emitte coelitus lucis tuae radium.  Veni Pater
pauperum. Veni dator munerum. Veni lumen cordium.  Consolator

optime, dulcis hospes animae, dulce refrigerium.  O lux beatissima, reple
cordis intima tuorum fidelium.  Lava quod est sordidum, riga quod est
aridum, sana quod est saucium.  Da tuis fidelibus in te confidentibus
sacrum septenarium.  Da virtutis meritum, da salutis exitum, da perenne
gaudium.  Amen.

Come, Holy Spirit, and send the heavenly radiance of your light.  Come
Father of the poor.  Come giver of gifts.  Come light of all hearts.  Best of
comforters, gentle guest of the soul, sweet refreshment. O most blessed
light, fill the inmost heart of your faithful people.  Wash what is soiled,
moisten what is parched, heal what is wounded.  Give your sevenfold gifts
to the faithful who put their trust in you.   Give the reward of righteousness,
give the way of salvation, give eternal joy.  Amen.

Tomás Luis de Victoria (c 1548–1611) Sequence for Pentecost
Steven Langton (d 1228)
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All remain seated to sing:

PURIFY my heart, 
let me be as gold and precious silver.

Purify my heart, 
let me be as gold, pure gold.

Refiner’s fire, my heart’s one desire is to be holy,
set apart for you, Lord.  I choose to be holy, 
set apart for you,my master, ready to do your will.

Purify my heart,
cleanse me from within and make me holy.
Purify my heart,
cleanse me from my sin, deep within.
Refiner’s fire…

Refiner’s fire 428 HON Brian Doerksen
Brian Doerksen (b 1965)
arranged by Colin Mawby (b 1936)

Silence is kept.

All stand.  The President says

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

GOD of power, whose Holy Spirit renews your people in the bread and
wine we bless and share:  may the boldness of the Spirit transform

us, the gentleness of the Spirit lead us, and the gifts of the Spirit equip us
to serve and worship you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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THE DISMISSAL

All sing

THE HYMN

GO forth and tell!  O Church of God, awake!
God’s saving news to all the nations take:

proclaim Christ Jesus, Saviour, Lord, and King,
that all the world his worthy praise may sing.

Go forth and tell!  God’s love embraces all;
he will in grace respond to all who call;

how shall they call if they have never heard
the gracious invitation of his word?

Go forth and tell!  The doors are open wide:
share God’s good gifts—let no one be denied;

live out your life as Christ your Lord shall choose,
your ransomed pow’rs for his sole glory use.

Go forth and tell!  O Church of God, arise!
Go in the strength which Christ your Lord supplies;

go till all nations his great name adore
and serve him, Lord and King, for evermore.

Woodlands 186 NEH James Edward Seddon (1915–83)
Walter Greatorex (1877–1949)
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All remain standing.  The President says

THE BLESSING

The Lord be with you:
and also with you.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who has made heaven and earth.

Blessed be the name of the Lord
now and for ever.  Amen.

THE Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, give you grace to confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, and strengthen you to proclaim the word and

works of God; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM

All remain standing to sing:

GOD save our gracious Queen,
long live our noble Queen,

God save The Queen.
Send her victorious,
happy and glorious,
long to reign over us:
God save The Queen.
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Music after the service:

Final from Symphonie I Louis Vierne (1870–1937)

All remain standing as the Procession of the Archbishops of Canterbury
and York moves to the west end of the church, followed by

The Procession of the Collegiate Church with Her Majesty The Queen and 
His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh

The Procession of the Officers of the General Synod

The Procession of the assisting Eucharistic Ministers

The Procession of the Representatives of other Churches and of various
ecumenical bodies

The Lord Mayor of Westminster Locum Tenens

The Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice

Members of the General Synod and members of the Congregation
are requested to remain in their places until invited to move

by the Stewards.

The bells of the Abbey Church are rung.
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