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THE CHAPLAIN TO THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 
 
In pre-Reformation days the provision of a priest to pray over, and for, Parliament 
while it was sitting in Westminster was easily accomplished by waylaying any 
Benedictine monk from the Abbey of Westminster.  However, in subsequent times, 
changed circumstances meant that a more permanent arrangement became necessary. 
 

The office of Speaker’s Chaplain, as we know it now, is a product of the 
Cromwellian Parliaments.  The first time that a clergyman was regularly present in 
the House of Commons to conduct prayers was in Richard Cromwell’s Parliament in 
1659; although the first appointment of a Chaplain (and so called) was in the 
following year when Edward Voyce was named in the Commons Journal of 8 
September 1660. 
 

Since then seventy-seven priests have been appointed by the various Speakers of the 
House of Commons to serve as the Speaker’s Chaplain, which is in effect Chaplain to 
the House of Commons.  Surprisingly, it was not until towards the end of the 
nineteenth century that a Canon of Westminster was among them.  F W Farrar (who 
served between 1890 and 1896) was the first of these and eight of his twelve 
successors have come from the Abbey. 
 

The duties of the Speaker’s Chaplain include not only conducting, in the chamber of 
the House, the Prayers which must always precede the commencement of the day’s 
business, but also to be available for all the many and various ministerial tasks that 
are needed within the Parliamentary Estate, both for the Members and for the large 
number of staff who work there.  Additionally, services are regularly held in the 
Chapel of St Mary Undercroft:  weddings, marriage blessings, baptisms, as well as 
many other ceremonies and occasions.  The Chaplain is always available to provide a 
confidential ministry of counsel, prayer, and support within the busy and demanding 
life of the Palace of Westminster. 
 
 

PRIESTS VICAR OF WESTMINSTER ABBEY 
 

The office of Priest Vicar of Westminster Abbey was created in 1974 when the 
number of Minor Canons at the Abbey was reduced.  Priests Vicar are non-
residentiary appointments and their task is ‘to assist at services and sing services in 
the absence of the Precentor or Chaplain’.  Originally four priests were appointed to 
the office.  At the present time there are seventeen in post.  Some of those currently 
appointed by the Dean are singers, whilst others assist generally at the services in the 
Abbey, at St Margaret’s, and in the Chapel of St Mary Undercroft which is part of the 
Royal Peculiar at Westminster and where consequently the Dean is Ordinary. 
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The whole of the church is served by a hearing loop.  Users should turn their hearing 
aid to the setting marked T. 
 
 
Members of the congregation are kindly requested to refrain from using private 
cameras, video, or sound recording equipment.  Please ensure that mobile phones, 
pagers, and other electronic devices are switched off. 
 
 
The service is conducted by The Reverend Andrew Tremlett, Rector of St Margaret’s 
Church and Canon of Westminster. 
 
 
The service is sung by the Choir of St Margaret’s Church, conducted by Aidan 
Oliver, Director of Music. 
 
 
The organ is played by James McVinnie, Assistant Organist, Westminster Abbey. 
 
 
Music before the service: 
 
The Organist plays: 
 
Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr BWV 662 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 
 
 
The Lord Mayor of Westminster is received by the Rector at the East Door and 
conducted to her seat.  All stand, and then sit. 
 
The Right Honourable John Bercow MP, Speaker of the House of Commons, is 
received by the Rector at the East Door and conducted to his seat.  All stand, and 
then sit. 
 
 
All stand as the Choir and clergy enter. 
 
 
 
 
Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no 1040257.  
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
 
All remain standing.  The Choir sings 
 

THE INTROIT 
 

Let thy merciful ears, O Lord, be open unto the prayers of thy humble servants; 
and that they may obtain their petitions make them to ask such things as shall 
please thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Thomas Weelkes (c 1575–1623) Collect for the tenth Sunday after Trinity 
 
All remain standing.  Canon Tremlett says 
 

THE BIDDING 
 
We come together today to celebrate and inaugurate a new ministry, as Rose Hudson-
Wilkin formally begins her role as Chaplain to the Speaker of the House of 
Commons. 
 

As we do so, we give thanks to God for those who have exercised this important 
ministry over the past 350 years, officiating at prayers in the Commons and serving 
as pastor to all who work in Parliament.  Through times of national celebration and in 
times of great uncertainty, we acknowledge their contribution to the spiritual life of 
our land. 
 

Our presence here in St Margaret’s reminds us of our historic and continuing 
common purpose, and we pray for our ecumenical partners and representatives of 
other faiths, as well as those from the Abbey, who will support the ministry of the 
Chaplain. 
 

We ask God’s blessing on Rose, that she may counsel the uncertain, comfort the 
distressed, proclaim the word of hope, in season and out of season, whilst in all things 
giving glory to God.  And we pray for the life and work of Parliament and all who 
serve the nation in this place. 
 

Lord, the God of righteousness and truth, grant to our Queen and her government, to 
members of Parliament and all in positions of responsibility, the guidance of your 
Spirit.  May they never lead the nation wrongly through love of power, desire to 
please, or unworthy ideals; but laying aside all private interests and prejudices keep 
in mind their responsibility to seek to improve the condition of all mankind; so may 
your kingdom come and your name be hallowed.  Amen. 

Parliamentary Prayer 
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All remain standing to sing 
 

THE HYMN 
 

The Church’s one foundation 
   is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
she is his new creation 
   by water and the word: 
from heaven he came and sought her 
   to be his holy Bride; 
with his own blood he bought her, 
   and for her life he died. 

 

Elect from every nation, 
   yet one o’er all the earth, 
her charter of salvation 
   one Lord, one faith, one birth; 
one holy name she blesses, 
   partakes one holy food, 
and to one hope she presses 
   with every grace endued. 

Yet she on earth hath union  
   with God the Three in One, 
and mystic sweet communion 
   with those whose rest is won: 
O happy ones and holy! 
   Lord, give us grace that we, 
like them the meek and lowly, 
   on high may dwell with thee. 

 
Aurelia 167 NEH 484 NEH 
Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810–76) Samuel John Stone (1839–1900) 
 
 
 
All sit.  Amanda Wilkin reads 
 

PHILIPPIANS 4: 4–9 
 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  Let your gentleness be known 
to everyone.  The Lord is near.  Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.  Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is 
honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, 
think about these things.  Keep on doing the things that you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 



All remain seated.  The Choir sings 
 

PSALM 67 
 

God be merciful unto us, and bless us:  and shew us the light of his countenance, 
and be merciful unto us; 

that thy way may be known upon earth:  thy saving health among all nations. 
Let the people praise thee, O God:  yea, let all the people praise thee. 
O let the nations rejoice and be glad:  for thou shalt judge the folk righteously, and 

govern the nations upon earth. 
Let the people praise thee, O God:  let all the people praise thee. 
Then shall the earth bring forth her increase:  and God, even our own God, shall 

give us his blessing. 
God shall bless us:  and all the ends of the world shall fear him. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  world without end.  Amen. 

 
Edward Bairstow (1874–1946) 
 
 
The Right Honourable John Bercow MP, Speaker of the House of Commons, reads 
 

MATTHEW 22: 15–22 
 
The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said.  So they sent their 
disciples to him, together with the Herodians, saying, ‘Teacher, we know that you are 
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no 
one; for you do not regard people with partiality.  Tell us, then, what you think.  Is it 
lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?’  But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, 
‘Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites?  Show me the coin used for the 
tax.’  And they brought him a denarius.  Then he said to them, ‘Whose head is this, 
and whose title?’  They answered, ‘The emperor’s.’  Then he said to them, ‘Give 
therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that 
are God’s.’  When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went 
away. 
 
 
 

THE ADDRESS 
 

by 
 

The Right Reverend and Right Honourable Dr Richard Chartres KCVO 
Lord Bishop of London 
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All remain seated.  The Choir sings 
 

THE ANTHEM 
 

Let all the world in every corner sing, 
my God and King. 

 
The heavens are not too high, 
his praise may thither fly: 
the earth is not too low, 
his praises there may grow. 
 
Let all the world in every corner sing, 
my God and King. 
The Church with psalms must shout, 
no door can keep them out; 
but above all the heart 
must bear the longest part. 
 
Let all the world in every corner sing, 
my God and King. 

 
George Dyson (1883–1964) George Herbert (1593–1633) 
 
All stand for 
 

THE INAUGURATION 
 

The Speaker addresses the Dean: 
Mr Dean, I present to you Rose whom I have appointed to serve in the House of 
Commons as my Chaplain.  I ask that you would now bless her and her ministry 
there, that it might be to God’s glory and in the service of all who work within the 
Palace of Westminster. 
 
The Dean says: 
Rose, you have been appointed to serve as Speaker’s Chaplain in the House of 
Commons; your duties are many and of high responsibility.  You will conduct the 
prayers with which every parliamentary day commences, asking the blessing of 
almighty God on all the proceedings of the House.  You will provide diligent and 
sensitive pastoral care for Members, their assistants, and for the Officers and other 
staff of the House.  You will conduct worship and administer the sacraments and 
offices of the Church in the Chapel of St Mary Undercroft in the Palace of 
Westminster.  You will be a friend and pastor to many. 
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Do you believe, so far as you know your own heart, that God is calling you to this 
ministry? 
I do so believe. 
 
Will you commit yourself to serving the mission and ministry of God in 
Westminster? 
With the help of God, I will. 

 
Will you work with your fellow servants in the Gospel for the sake of the kingdom of 
God? 
With the help of God, I will. 

 
Will you accept the discipline of this Church, and give due respect to those in 
authority? 
With the help of God, I will. 

 
Will you then, in the strength of the Holy Spirit, continually stir up the gift of God 
that is in you, to grow in holiness and grace? 
With the help of God, I will. 

 
People of God, will you welcome Rose and support and uphold her in her ministry 
now and in the years to come? 
With the help of God, we will. 
 
Will you now kneel and receive from me God’s blessing for your fulfilling of these 
weighty tasks? 
 

God our Father, Lord of all the world, through your Son you have called us into the 
fellowship of your universal Church:  hear our prayer for your faithful people that in 
their vocation and ministry each may be an instrument of your love, and give to your 
servant Rose the needful gifts of grace; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever.  Amen. 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you:  the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be 
gracious to you.  The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.  And 
the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, come down 
upon you, and remain with you always.  Amen. 
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All sing 
 

THE HYMN 
 

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
   o’er the world’s tempestuous sea; 
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 
   for we have no help but thee; 
yet possessing every blessing, 
   if our God our Father be. 

 

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o’er us: 
   all our weakness thou dost know; 
thou didst tread this earth before us, 
   thou didst feel its keenest woe; 
lone and dreary, faint and weary, 
   through the desert thou didst go. 

Spirit of our God, descending, 
   fill our hearts with heavenly joy, 
love with every passion blending, 
   pleasure that can never cloy: 
thus provided, pardoned, guided, 
   nothing can our peace destroy. 

 
Mannheim 393 NEH James Edmeston (1791–1867) 
from Friedrich Filitz’s Choralbuch 1847 
 
All kneel or sit.  The Reverend Michael Macey, Minor Canon of Westminster, leads 
 

THE PRAYERS 
 
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ let us pray to the Father: 
 

For the life of this Nation:  for The Queen, for Her Majesty’s Government, and for all 
who occupy positions of leadership and responsibility within this land; and for all 
who provide spiritual and moral leadership; that they may ever seek to lead the nation 
in peace, and in accordance with the will of God. 
Lord, in your mercy; 
hear our prayer. 
 
Kate Emms, Speaker’s Secretary, says: 
For all who work in the Palace of Westminster:  for Members of Parliament, for 
members of the House of Lords, for The Speaker and The Lord Speaker, and for 
officers and staff of the Palace; that they may be endued with the gifts of integrity 
and righteousness and that they may always seek to promote truth and justice. 
Lord, in your mercy; 
hear our prayer. 
 

For all involved in Christian ministry in the Palace of Westminster and here in St 
Margaret’s Church:  for Rose as she takes up her ministry as Chaplain to The Speaker 
and for all who give counsel, support, and guidance; for a spirit of wisdom and true 
godliness. 
Lord, in your mercy; 
hear our prayer. 



Gwen Gutzmore, Church Warden, Holy Trinity, Dalston and All Saints, Haggerston, 
says: 
For Rose’s continuing ministry amongst the people of Dalston and Haggerston:  for 
the mission and ministry of the Church of God in that place; for Rose as Vicar; for 
the Churchwardens, and for the PCC; that they may continue faithfully to proclaim 
the good news of Jesus Christ. 
Lord, in your mercy; 
hear our prayer. 
 

For Rose’s family:  for Kenneth her husband, Amanda, Hannah, and Jamie their 
children; that they may continue to find in one another strength, companionship, 
support, and encouragement; and may they also be nurtured in the gift of love. 
Lord, in your mercy; 
hear our prayer. 
 
The Minor Canon concludes: 
All these our prayers let us now present before our heavenly Father, in the words our 
Saviour Christ gave us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 
us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
All stand to sing 
 

THE HYMN 
 

All my hope on God is founded; 
   he doth still my trust renew. 
Me through change and chance he guideth, 
   only good and only true. 
      God unknown, 
      he alone 
      calls my heart to be his own. 
 
God’s great goodness aye endureth, 
   deep his wisdom, passing thought: 
splendour, light, and life attend him, 
   beauty springeth out of naught. 
      Evermore  
      from his store 
      new-born worlds rise and adore. 

Daily doth th’Almighty giver 
   bounteous gifts on us bestow; 
his desire our soul delighteth, 
   pleasure leads us where we go. 
      Love doth stand 
      at his hand; 
      joy doth wait on his command. 
 
Still from man to God eternal 
   sacrifice of praise be done, 
high above all praises praising 
   for the gift of Christ his Son. 
      Christ doth call 
      one and all: 
      ye who follow shall not fall. 

 
Michael 333 NEH  Robert Bridges (1844–1930) 
Herbert Howells (1892–1983) 
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All remain standing.  The Dean pronounces 
 

THE BLESSING 
 
Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast that which is good; 
render to no-one evil for evil; strengthen the faint-hearted; support the weak; help the 
afflicted; honour all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the 
Holy Spirit; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
 
Music after the service: 
 
Toccata from Symphonie V Charles-Marie Widor (1844–1937) 
 
 
Members of the Congregation are invited to stay for refreshments following the 
service. 
 
 
The bells of St Margaret’s Church are rung by the St Margaret’s Society of Change 
Ringers. 
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