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attended by
the Lord Chancellor

and Secretary of State for Justice,
the Lord Chief Justice,
the President and Justices
of the Supreme Court

and other Judges and Members of
the Legal Profession
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The service is sung by The Choir of Westminster Abbey, directed by James
O’Donnell, Organist and Master of the Choristers.

The Organ is played by Robert Quinney, Sub-Organist.

Music before the service:

Fantasia super Johann Sebastian Bach
Komm, heiliger Geist BWV 651 (1685-1750)
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ORDER OF SERVICE

All stand for the Procession.

All sit when the Lord Chancellor, the Lord Chief Justice, the Heads of
Divisions, and the Justices of the Supreme Court have taken their seats.The
remaining members of the procession enter, taking their seats upon reaching
their places.

All stand as the Collegiate Procession moves to places in the Quire and
Sacrarium.

All remain standing.The Choir sings

THE INTROIT

Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts; shut not thy merciful
ears unto our prayer; but spare us, Lord most holy, O God most
mighty, O holy and most merciful Saviour, thou most worthy Judge
eternal, suffer us not, at our last hour, for any pains of death, to fall
from thee. Amen.

Henry Purcell (1659-95) from The Order for the Burial of the Dead
Organist ofWestminster Abbey 1679-95 Book of Common Prayer 1549

All remain standing. TheVery Reverend Dr John Hall,Dean ofWestminster,
says

THE BIDDING

At the beginning of the legal year, we gather in the presence of
almighty God, who is the judge of all and who knows the secrets of our
hearts, to renew our commitment to the service of the Crown and of
all the people in the cause of justice.
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We acknowledge our high calling to reflect the justice and mercy of
God.We seek God’s strength and guidance that we might remain true
to the highest legal traditions, subtle as we apply ourselves to the
causes before us, and wise as we influence the development of the law.

We pray for the Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice,The
Right Honourable Jack Straw MP, forThe Right Honourable the Lord
Judge, Lord Chief Justice of England and Wales, the Justices of the
Supreme Court, and for all who make and administer the law, both in
the United Kingdom and in the European Union and in the other legal
jurisdictions represented here today.

We ask God to sustain us in our duties, to grant us humility and sound
judgement, to forgive our errors, and to inspire us in our service. Here
on earth may we serve more faithfully that heavenly justice in which
alone we can in the end trust.

So let us pray for the coming of God’s kingdom on earth, saying, as
Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.And lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

All sit. The Right Honourable Jack Straw MP, Lord Chancellor and
Secretary of State for Justice, reads

1 KINGS 3: 16-28

Two women who were prostitutes came to the king and stood before
him. The one woman said, ‘Please, my lord, this woman and I live in
the same house; and I gave birth while she was in the house.Then on
the third day after I gave birth, this woman also gave birth. We were
together; there was no one else with us in the house, only the two of us
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were in the house. Then this woman’s son died in the night, because
she lay on him. She got up in the middle of the night and took my son
from beside me while your servant slept. She laid him at her breast,
and laid her dead son at my breast. When I rose in the morning to
nurse my son, I saw that he was dead; but when I looked at him closely
in the morning, clearly it was not the son I had borne.’ But the other
woman said, ‘No, the living son is mine, and the dead son is yours.’The
first said, ‘No, the dead son is yours, and the living son is mine.’ So
they argued before the king.Then the king said, ‘The one says, “This
is my son that is alive, and your son is dead”; while the other says, “Not
so!Your son is dead, and my son is the living one.”’ So the king said,
‘Bring me a sword,’ and they brought a sword before the king.The king
said, ‘Divide the living boy in two; then give half to the one, and half
to the other.’ But the woman whose son was alive said to the king—
because compassion for her son burned within her—‘Please, my lord,
give her the living boy; certainly do not kill him!’ The other said, ‘It
shall be neither mine nor yours; divide it.’ Then the king responded:
‘Give the first woman the living boy; do not kill him. She is his mother.’
All Israel heard of the judgment that the king had rendered; and they
stood in awe of the king, because they perceived that the wisdom of
God was in him, to execute justice.

All stand to sing

THE HYMN

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy,

be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,

be there at our labours, and give us, we pray,
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
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Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace,

be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,

be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Slane 239 NEH Jan Struther (1901-53)
traditional Irish melody

All sit. The Right Honourable the Lord Judge,Lord Chief Justice of England
andWales, reads

JOHN 8: 2-11

Early in the morning Jesus came again to the temple. All the people
came to him and he sat down and began to teach them. The scribes
and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery;
and making her stand before all of them, they said to him, ‘Teacher,
this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery. Now in
the law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you
say?’They said this to test him, so that they might have some charge to
bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the
ground.When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and
said to them, ‘Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to
throw a stone at her.’ And once again he bent down and wrote on the
ground. When they heard it, they went away, one by one, beginning
with the elders; and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing
before him. Jesus straightened up and said to her, ‘Woman, where are
they? Has no one condemned you?’ She said, ‘No one, sir.’ And Jesus
said, ‘Neither do I condemn you. Go your way, and from now on do
not sin again.’
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All remain seated.The Choir sings

THE ANTHEM

Let thy hand be strengthened and thy right hand be exalted. Let justice
and judgment be the preparation of thy seat! Let mercy and truth go
before thy face. Let justice, judgment, mercy and truth go before thy
face. Alleluia!

George Frideric Handel (1685-1759) after Psalm 89: 13b-14
composed for the Coronation of King George II

All remain seated for

THE SERMON

by

The Reverend Dr Jane Hedges
Canon of Westminster

All stand to sing

THE HYMN

Guide me, O thou great Redeemer,
pilgrim through this barren land;

I am weak, but thou art mighty;
hold me with thy powerful hand:
bread of heaven,
feed me till I want no more.

Open now the crystal fountain
whence the healing stream doth flow;

let the fiery cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through:
strong deliverer,
be thou still my strength and shield.
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When I tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside;

Death of death, and hell’s Destruction,
land me safe on Canaan’s side:
songs of praises
I will ever give to thee.

Cwm Rhondda 368 NEH WilliamWilliams (1717-91)
John Hughes (1873-1932) translated by PeterWilliams (1727-96) and others

All sit or kneel. The Reverend Michael Macey,Minor Canon ofWestminster,
leads

THE PRAYERS

Let us pray for our nation, for its unity, peace, and concord; for
Elizabeth our Queen, for the members of the Royal Family and all who
bear responsibility in the ordering of our common life; that justice,
truth, and integrity may direct our path.

Lord in thy mercy:
Hear our prayer.

Let us remember the victims of crime and its perpetrators in this and
every nation; prisoners, both those convicted and those on remand; let
us pray for all who live in anxiety or fear; that wisdom, righteousness,
and charity may heal the brokenness of societies torn by violence or
hatred.

Lord in thy mercy:
Hear our prayer.
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Let us pray for all who administer justice in this realm; for all judges,
particularly the Justices of the Supreme Court, magistrates, and the
tribunals judiciary; for clerks and judicial, court, and tribunals
officials; for barristers, solicitors, and all whose profession is the law.
Let us pray for the police, the armed forces, the probation and the
prison services, and those who sustain order in our land; that our
nation may live in peace and security.

Lord in thy mercy:
Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for our fellow nations within this European Union, for all
who make and administer law within their legal jurisdictions; for those
who labour in the field of European law; that our Union may be
maintained in righteousness and justice.

Lord in thy mercy:
Hear our prayer.

O God, the just and merciful Judge of all mankind, look down from
heaven, we beseech thee, on these thy servants, who are set by thy
appointment to minister justice in this land. Grant unto them thy Holy
Spirit, the Spirit of uprightness, the Spirit of discernment and the
Spirit of love, that they may boldly, discreetly, and mercifully fulfil their
sacred duties, to the good of thy people and the glory of thy name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, whose word alone lights the paths of
justice, send down upon our judges the healthful spirit of thy grace;
and that they may truly please thee, pour upon them the continual dew
of thy blessing. Grant this, O Lord, for the honour of our Advocate
and Mediator, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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All remain kneeling or seated. The Dean pronounces

THE BLESSING

God grant to the living, grace; to the departed, rest; to the Church, the
Queen, the Commonwealth, and all mankind, peace and concord; and
to us sinners, life everlasting; and the blessing of God almighty, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with
you always. Amen.

All stand to sing

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM

God save our gracious Queen,
long live our noble Queen,
God save The Queen.
Send her victorious,
happy and glorious,
long to reign over us:
God save The Queen.

Thy choicest gifts in store
on her be pleased to pour,
long may she reign.
May she defend our laws,
and ever give us cause
to sing with heart and voice:
God save The Queen
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All remain standing as the Procession leaves.

Music after the service:

A tempo ordinario e staccato—Allegro George Frideric Handel
from Organ Concerto in B flat Op 4 no 2 arranged by

WilliamThomas Best (1826-97)

The bells of the Abbey Church are rung.

Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no 1040271 and MRL no1040288.
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