
The Chapel of Henry VII
Westminster Abbey

SERVICETO COMMEMORATE

THE 500TH ANNIVERSARY OF

THE FOUNDER OF

THE QUEEN’S BODY GUARD

OFTHEYEOMEN OFTHE GUARD

Tuesday 28 April 2009
11.00 am

11672 Yeomen of the Guard service :. 23/4/09 16:09 Page 1



HISTORICAL NOTE

THE Queen’s Body Guard of theYeomen of the Guard is the oldest
British military corps still in existence. It was created by HenryVII

in 1485 at the Battle of Bosworth Field. Henry had assembled a force at
Harfleur in July 1485, and landed at Milford Haven on 7 August, intent
on deposing Richard III who had seized the Crown in 1483. From there
he marched with his force to Bosworth Field and on 22 August defeated
Richard III and became King of England. During these dangerous days
he was accompanied at all times by his ‘private guard of faithful
followers’, who had remained with him during his exile.

HenryVII was crowned atWestminster Abbey in 1485 and his personal
escort was formed by the Guard of the Yeomen of the Guard, formed
from the ‘faithful followers’.

There is no documentary evidence giving an exact date of the Body
Guard’s formation, although the first reference to the Yeomen of the
Guard is a Royal Warrant dated 16 September 1485 and a second two
days later. It seems probable thatThe King declared on the battlefield at
Bosworth that his ‘private guard of faithful followers’, already his de facto
bodyguard, were to become his Royal Body Guard.

The King, who was well aware of the distrust in the minds of his subjects
of a permanent armed body under the control of the Crown, described
the duties as ‘for upholding the dignity and grandeur of the English
Crown in perpetuity, his successors,The Kings and Queens of England,
for all time.’

During King Henry’s reign the Body Guard was responsible for
guardingThe King and his Consort twenty-four hours a day.The duties
included helping at the making of The King’s bed by the Yeomen Bed
Goers, and looking after the bed and bedding by the Yeomen Bed
Hangers.

In March 1486 the Body Guard accompanied The King on his first
Royal progress to Lincoln andYork and later distinguished themselves at
the siege of Boulogne.

On 21 April 1509 The King’s Body Guard of theYeomen of the Guard
had the great privilege of carrying the body of their Sovereign and
Founder to his tomb inWestminster Abbey.

––––––––––––––––––––––––
The Collect of the Yeomen of the Guard is said for the first time at
today’s Service by gracious permission of Her Majesty The Queen.The
Collect has been written by The Reverend Prebendary William Scott,
Chaplain to Her MajestyThe Queen’s Body Guard of theYeomen of the
Guard, and Sub-Dean of Her Majesty’s Chapels Royal.
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Please ensure that mobile phones, cellular phones, and pagers are switched
OFF.

The service is conducted by The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of
Westminster.

The service is sung by the Choir ofWestminster Abbey, conducted by James
O’Donnell, Organist and Master of the Choristers.

The organ is played by Robert Quinney, Sub-Organist.

Music before the service:

Fantasia BK 46 William Byrd (c1539-1623)

Ut re mi fa sol la BK 64 William Byrd

Fantasia ‘in C fa ut’ Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625)
Organist of Westminster Abbey 1623-25

Voluntary XVIII John Blow (1649-1708)
Organist of Westminster Abbey 1669-79 and 1695-1708

Voluntary in G Z720 Henry Purcell (1659-95)
Organist of Westminster Abbey 1679-95

Voluntary in D minor Z718 Henry Purcell

Her Majesty The Queen and His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh
are received at the Great West Door by the Dean and Chapter of
Westminster.

Presentations are made, and a photograph is taken, in the Nave.

All in the Chapel of HenryVII remain seated.
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ORDER OF SERVICE

Commencing in the Nave the Choir in procession sings

TE DEUM LAUDAMUS

during which The Queen’s Bodyguard of theYeomen of the Guard,
followed by the Collegiate Procession, together with Her Majesty
The Queen and His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh,

move to the Chapel of HenryVII

TEDeum laudamus: te Dominum confitemur.
Te aeternum Patrem omnis terra veneratur.

Tibi omnes angeli, tibi caeli et universae potestates:
tibi cherubim et seraphim incessabili voce proclamant:
Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth;
pleni sunt caeli et terra majestatis gloriae tuae.

Te gloriosus apostolorum chorus,
te prophetarum laudabilis numerus,
te martyrum candidatus laudat exercitus.
Te per orbem terrarum sancta confitetur ecclesia,
Patrem immensae majestatis;
venerandum tuum verum et unicum Filium,
Sanctum quoque Paraclitum Spiritum.

Tu Rex gloriae Christe.
Tu Patris sempiternus es Filius.
Tu ad liberandum suscepturus hominem, non horruisti Virginis uterum.
Tu, devicto mortis aculeo, aperuisti credentibus regna caelorum.
Tu ad dexteram Dei sedes, in gloria Patris.
Judex crederis esse venturus.
Te ergo quaesumus, tuis famulis subveni, quos pretioso sanguine
redemisti.
Aeterna fac cum sanctis tuis in gloria numerari.
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WEpraise thee, O God: we acknowledge thee to be the Lord.
All the earth doth worship thee, the Father everlasting.

To thee all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the powers therein.
To thee Cherubim and Seraphim continually do cry,
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heaven and earth are full of the majesty of thy glory.

The glorious company of the apostles praise thee.
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise thee.
The noble army of martyrs praise thee.
The holy Church throughout all the world doth acknowledge thee,
The Father, of an infinite majesty;
Thine honourable, true, and only Son,
Also the Holy Ghost, the Comforter.

Thou art the King of Glory, O Christ;
Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father.
When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man, thou didst not abhor the
Virgin’s womb.

When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death,
thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers.

Thou sittest at the right hand of God, in the glory of the Father.
We believe that thou shalt come to be our Judge.
We therefore pray thee, help thy servants whom thou hast redeemed with
thy precious blood.

Make them to be numbered with thy saints, in glory everlasting.

plainsong
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All stand as the Procession enters the Chapel of HenryVII.

All remain standing. The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of
Westminster, says

THE BIDDING

FIVE hundred years ago, King HenryVII died, on 21 April 1509,at the age of fifty-two. He had brought to an end theWars of the
Roses, stabilised the realm, and reigned for twenty-four years. Six
years before his death, he had begun the building of this chapel,
which was to become his memorial and resting place and to be
completed in 1519. Its restoration was celebrated in 1995.

In this chapel, dedicated in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary and
sacred to the memory of Henry VII, in the company of the Body
Guard of theYeomen of the Guard which he founded, we give thanks
to Almighty God for the life of King Henry, and pray for Her Majesty
The Queen, for the maintenance of order and law, and for the peace
and prosperity of this United Kingdom.

All remain standing to sing

THE HYMN

CHRIST is made the sure foundation,
and the precious corner-stone,

who, the two walls underlying,
bound in each, binds both in one,
holy Sion’s help for ever,
and her confidence alone.

All that dedicated city,
dearly loved by God on high,
in exultant jubilation
pours perpetual melody,
God the One, in threefold glory,
singing everlastingly.
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To this temple, where we call thee,
come, O Lord of hosts, today;
with thy wonted loving-kindness,
hear thy people as they pray;
and thy fullest benediction
shed within its walls for ay.

Here vouchsafe to all thy servants
gifts of grace by prayer to gain;
here to have and hold for ever,
those good things their prayers obtain,
and hereafter, in thy glory,
with thy blessèd ones to reign.

Westminster Abbey 205 NEH Latin, c7th-8th century
Henry Purcell translated by John Mason Neale (1818-66)
from O God, thou art my God

All sit. The Right Honourable the Lord Davies of Oldham, Captain,
The Queen’s Body Guard of theYeomen of the Guard, reads

PROVERBS 4: 10-15, 20-26

HEAR, my child, and accept my words, that the years of your life
may be many. I have taught you the way of wisdom; I have led

you in the paths of uprightness.When you walk, your step will not be
hampered; and if you run, you will not stumble. Keep hold of
instruction; do not let go; guard her, for she is your life. Do not enter
the path of the wicked, and do not walk in the way of evildoers. Avoid
it; do not go on it; turn away from it and pass on. My child, be
attentive to my words; incline your ear to my sayings. Do not let them
escape from your sight; guard them within your heart. For they are
life to those who find them, and healing to all their flesh. Guard your
heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life. Put away
from you crooked speech, and put devious talk far from you. Let your
eyes look directly forward, and your gaze be straight before you.
Keep straight the path of your feet, and all your ways will be sure.
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All remain seated.The Choir sings

PSALM 43

GIVE sentence with me, O God, and defend my cause against
the ungodly people: O deliver me from the deceitful and

wicked man.
For thou art the God of my strength, why hast thou put me from
thee: and why go I so heavily, while the enemy oppresseth me?

O send out thy light and thy truth, that they may lead me: and bring
me unto thy holy hill, and to thy dwelling.

And that I may go unto the altar of God, even unto the God of my
joy and gladness: and upon the harp will I give thanks unto thee,
O God, my God.

Why art thou so heavy, O my soul: and why art thou so disquieted
within me?

O put thy trust in God: for I will yet give him thanks, which is the
help of my countenance, and my God.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without
end. Amen.

Richard Marlow (b 1939) afterWilliam Smith (1603-45)

The Right Reverend and Right Honourable Dr Richard Chartres, Bishop
of London, Dean of Her Majesty’s Chapels Royal, reads

LUKE 7: 1-10

AFTER Jesus had finished all his sayings in the hearing of thepeople, he entered Capernaum. A centurion there had a slave
whom he valued highly, and who was ill and close to death.When he
heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to him, asking him to
come and heal his slave.When they came to Jesus, they appealed to
him earnestly, saying, ‘He is worthy of having you do this for him, for
he loves our people, and it is he who built our synagogue for us.’ And
Jesus went with them, but when he was not far from the house, the
centurion sent friends to say to him, ‘Lord, do not trouble yourself,
for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; therefore I did
not presume to come to you. But only speak the word, and let my
servant be healed. For I also am a man set under authority, with
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soldiers under me; and I say to one, “Go,” and he goes, and to
another, “Come,” and he comes, and to my slave, “Do this,” and the
slave does it.’ When Jesus heard this he was amazed at him, and
turning to the crowd that followed him, he said, ‘I tell you, not even
in Israel have I found such faith.’ When those who had been sent
returned to the house, they found the slave in good health.

All remain seated.The Choir sings

THE ANTHEM

IWAS glad when they said unto me: We will go into the houseof the Lord.
For thither the tribes go up, even the tribes of the Lord: to testify
unto Israel, and to give thanks unto the Name of the Lord.

For there is the seat of judgement: even the seat of the house of
David.

O pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee.
Peace be within thy walls: and plenteousness within thy palaces.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without
end. Amen.

Henry Purcell Psalm 122

All kneel or remain seated.The Reverend Graeme Napier, Minor Canon
of Westminster, leads

THE PRAYERS

Giving thanks for the life and reign of King HenryVII, builder of this
Chapel in which rest his mortal remains, let us pray for his successor
upon the throne of this Kingdom: for Her Majesty The Queen, and
for the whole Royal Family, and for the upholding of the dignity and
grandeur of the British Crown.

ALMIGHTY God, the fountain of all goodness, we humblybeseech thee to bless our most gracious Sovereign Lady, Queen
Elizabeth, Philip Duke of Edinburgh, Charles Prince ofWales, and all
the Royal Family: endue them with thy Holy Spirit; enrich them with
thy heavenly grace; prosper them with all happiness; and bring them
to thine everlasting kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Reverend Prebendary William Scott, Chaplain to Her Majesty
The Queen’s Body Guard of theYeomen of the Guard, and Sub-Dean of
Her Majesty’s Chapels Royal, continues:

Let us give thanks and praise to our heavenly Father for the five
hundred years of service given by the Yeomen of the Guard to the
Sovereigns of this realm.

O GOD, whose love we cannot measure, nor even number thy
blessings: we bless and praise thee for all thy goodness, who in

our weakness art our strength, in our darkness, light, in our sorrows,
comfort and peace, and from everlasting to everlasting art our God;
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, world without end. Amen.

Let us pray that we may all grow in a desire to serve gladly in our lives.

ALMIGHTY God, give us grace to do the work to which thou hastcalled us with reverence and godly fear; not with eye-service as
pleasers of men, but with singleness of heart as in thy sight; and do
thou so direct all our thoughts, words, and deeds by thy Holy Spirit,
that we may ever set thy will before us, and give ourselves to thee to
spend and be spent in thy service; through our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. Amen.

In theYeomen of the Guard Collect, let us pray that they may all keep
in mind their purpose and the source of their strength.

ALMIGHTY God, who art the protector of all that thou hastmade, and who hast entrusted thy servants theYeomen of the
Guard with the protection of our Gracious Sovereign: grant that they
may perform their duties with dignity and prowess, seeking to fear
God and to honour The Queen; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Collect for The Queen’s Body Guard of theYeomen of the Guard

The Minor Canon concludes:

All these our prayers and praises let us now present before our
heavenly Father, in the prayer our Saviour Christ has taught us:

OUR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.
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All stand to sing

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM

GOD save our gracious Queen, Thy choicest gifts in store
long live our noble Queen, on her be pleased to pour,

God save The Queen. long may she reign:
Send her victorious, May she defend our laws,
happy and glorious, and ever give us cause
long to reign over us, to sing with heart and voice
God save The Queen. God save The Queen.

All remain standing.The Dean pronounces

THE BLESSING

GO forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast
that which is good; render to no-one evil for evil; strengthen

the faint-hearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honour all
people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy
Spirit; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always. Amen.

Silence is kept as Her MajestyThe Queen lays flowers by the tomb of King
HenryVII.

Music after the service:

Fantasia BK 62 William Byrd

All remain standing as the Collegiate Procession, together with
Her MajestyThe Queen and His Royal HighnessThe Duke of Edinburgh,
depart the Chapel of HenryVII.

Members of the Congregation are requested to remain in
their places until directed to move by the Stewards.

The bells of the Abbey Church are rung.

Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no 1040271
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