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When we are dead, and people weep for us and
grieve, let it be because we touched their lives with
beauty and simplicity. Let it not be said that life was
good to us, but, rather, that we were good to life.

Rabbi Jacob P Rudin
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SIR SIMON MILTON
2nd October 1961–11th April 2011

Simon Henry Milton was born in North London on the 2nd October 1961
to Clive and Ruth Milton. Clive had come to Britain in 1939 as a teenager
on the Kindertransport from Hanover, Germany, his parents Herschel and
Rosa having sent him and his younger sister, Dagmar, to safety whilst they
remained in Germany with their eldest son, Leo. Clive and Dagmar would
never see their family again. As a young man Clive worked on a farm by
day, cycling across fields to his evening job as a barman, before serving his
adoptive country by joining the British army. In 1952 Clive established
Sharaton Patisseries, a continental-style bakery, where he met Ruth Klein.
They were married in 1960 and together built Sharatons into a very
successful chain of thirteen shops. Clive and Ruth’s example of hard work
and service, and the emphasis Clive placed on the importance of family life
would all have a profound influence on Simon.

Simon was educated at Lyndhurst Preparatory School and St. Paul’s
School, where he became Head of House. Intending to join the family
business, Simon spent his gap year learning about the hospitality
industry, working variously at Tiddy Dolls Restaurant, the Dorchester
Hotel, and a patisserie in the South of France. In 1980 he won a place at
Gonville & Caius College, Cambridge where he read History. In 1982
Caius awarded Simon a Senior Exhibition. He was elected Chairman of
the Cambridge University Conservative Association and President of the
Union Society. In 1985 he took a Master’s Degree in Professional
Studies from Cornell University in the United States.

Returning in 1985, he became involved in local politics and was elected
a Conservative councillor for the Lancaster Gate Ward of Westminster
City Council in 1988. It was during this election campaign that he met
Councillor Robert Davis with whom, within a month, he was sharing his
private life as well as being fellow ward councillors, and in June 2007
they entered into a Civil Partnership at the Ritz Hotel.

Simon’s talents were soon recognised and he was elected Deputy Leader
of the Council in 1991, becoming Leader in 2000. Under his record-
breaking eight year tenure—during which he introduced the successful
‘Civic Renewal’ project delivering over eighty initiatives in four years
and created the ‘One City’ project which put inter-faith dialogue at the
centre of the Council’s agenda following the atrocities of the 7th July
2005—Westminster Council was voted ‘Council of the Year’ in 2004 and
achieved some of the highest resident satisfaction ratings recorded for
any local authority. Westminster’s policies were copied by other
councils and used by governments of both parties as a model for how a
local authority should operate.
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During this period Simon left Sharatons to pursue his interest in public
affairs, working for Ian Greer Associates and then as Managing Director
for APCO, now a global leader in the field. He stood as the
Conservative candidate for Leicester East in the 1997 General Election
and although unsuccessful his political career was furthered in 2004
when he became Chairman of the Improvement Board of the Local
Government Association and then its National Chairman in 2007. In
2008 the Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, appointed Simon Deputy
Mayor for Planning and within a year promoted him to Chief of Staff.

An outstanding leader, Simon was respected, admired, and held in
affection across the political spectrum for his grasp of strategy, his quiet
effectiveness, mischievous humour, modesty, integrity, and warmth.

Simon was diagnosed with Chronic Lymphoid Leukaemia (CLL) in 1990
and underwent a successful bone marrow transplant in 1998 with his
sister, Lisa, as the donor. The permanent weakening of his health
notwithstanding, Simon’s ensuing manifold achievements were testament
to his work ethic and sense of duty but his condition rapidly deteriorated
in early 2011, culminating in his unexpected death on the 11th April 2011.

Simon received a knighthood for services to Local Government in the
New Year’s honours list in 2006. In 2008 he was made an Honorary
Alderman of the City of Westminster and in 2008 he received an
honorary Doctorate of Letters from the University of Westminster. In
September 2011 London First posthumously awarded Simon a
‘Lifetime Achievement Award’ for his contribution to London.
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THE CITY OF WESTMINSTER AND WESTMINSTER ABBEY

Westminster first achieved the status of a city in 1540 when it became
for only ten years a bishopric. Its first recorded civic administration
dates from 1585 in the reign of Queen Elizabeth I when an Act
authorised the establishment of a Court of Burgesses ‘for the good
government of the City of Westminster’.

While Queen Elizabeth I was creating mayors elsewhere in England,
she was concerned that a mayor in Westminster might challenge the
authority of the monarch in her own capital city, and therefore she
appointed instead, as chairman of her newly created Court of Burgesses,
the High Steward of Westminster Abbey. The first High Steward to
chair the new Court of Burgesses was the Queen’s First Minister,
William Cecil, Lord Burleigh.

The Court of Burgesses was an administrative body, comprising twelve
Burgesses appointed by the Dean, one for each ward, which dealt with
public health and morality, planning permissions, the prevention and
punishment of crime, and the regulation of weights and measures.

However, when the London Government Act of 1899 created twenty-
eight Metropolitan Borough Councils, each having an elected Mayor,
Aldermen, and Councillors, the authority of the Dean and the High
Steward in secular affairs ceased.

The last High Steward who was also effectively Mayor was Lord
Salisbury, who was then also Prime Minister. The Duke of Norfolk was
the first Mayor of Westminster. On 29th October 1900 a Royal Charter
confirmed the status of Westminster as a city.

Since 1935, in order to preserve this historic link between Westminster
Abbey and the City Council, the High Steward (the Abbey’s senior Lay
Officer) has each year appointed the current Mayor of Westminster as
Deputy High Steward of Westminster.

THE KADDISH

The Kaddish is a 2000 year old prayer which is faithfully recited by
Jewish mourners around the world in its original Hebrew Aramaic
language. The prayer is a Doxology praising God for his most precious
gift of life. The tragedy and finality of death is put into perspective when
we remember the joy and miracle of life which preceded it.
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Members of the congregation are kindly requested to refrain from using
private cameras, video, or sound recording equipment. Please ensure
that mobile phones, pagers, and other electronic devices are switched
off.

Most of the church, with the exception of the transepts, is served by a
hearing loop. Users should turn their hearing aids to the setting
marked T.

The service is conducted by The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of
Westminster.

The service is sung by the Westminster Abbey Special Service Choir,
conducted by James O’Donnell, Organist and Master of the Choristers.

The organ is played by James McVinnie, Assistant Organist.

Music before the service:

Andrej Kouznetsov, Organ Scholar, plays:

Solemn Melody Henry Walford Davies (1869–1941)

Elegy in B flat George Thalben-Ball (1896–1987)

Berceuse from 24 Pièces en style libre Louis Vierne (1870–1937)

Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of Greater London is received at the
Great West Door by the Dean and Chapter of Westminster and
conducted to his place in Quire. All stand, and then sit.

The Lord Mayor of Westminster is received by the Dean and Chapter of
Westminster and conducted to her place in Quire. All stand, and then
sit.

Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no 1040271.
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ORDER OF SERVICE

All stand. The Choir sings

THE INTROIT

DELIGHT thou in the Lord: and he shall give thee thy heart’s desire.

Humphrey Clucas (b 1941) Psalm 37: 4

All remain standing to sing

THE HYMN

during which the Collegiate Procession
moves to places in the Quire and Sacrarium

OPRAISE ye the Lord!
praise him in the height;

rejoice in his word,
ye angels of light;

ye heavens adore him
by whom ye were made,

and worship before him,
in brightness arrayed.

O praise ye the Lord!
praise him upon earth,

in tuneful accord,
ye sons of new birth;

praise him who has brought you
his grace from above,

praise him who has taught you
to sing of his love.
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O praise ye the Lord!
all things that give sound;

each jubilant chord,
re-echo around;

loud organs, his glory
forth tell in deep tone,

and, sweet harp, the story
of what he has done.

O praise ye the Lord!
thanksgiving and song

to him be outpoured
all ages along:

for love in creation,
for heaven restored,

for grace of salvation,
O praise ye the Lord! Amen, Amen.

Laudate Dominum 427 NEH Henry Williams Baker (1821–77)
Hubert Parry (1848–1918) after Psalm 150
from Hear my words, ye people

All remain standing. The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of
Westminster, gives

THE BIDDING

AT the heart of Westminster, in this Abbey which has witnessed,
over the past thousand years, occasions of great thanksgiving and

of great sorrow, we meet together in the presence of almighty God to
give thanks for the life and work of his servant Simon Milton.

From wherever we come, from Simon’s family, from networks of
friendship, from the City of Westminster and from the Greater London
Authority, from the Conservative Party, as members of the Jewish or
Christian faith, or of another faith or of none, we come together united
in our sense of loss at Simon’s sudden death.
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May our sorrow be turned to thanksgiving, as we remember Simon’s life
and work. Let us remember and pray, for his family and friends, and for
those who are continuing his work in the service of the community, that
they might be blessed and strengthened. May we all join in this prayer
for the coming of God’s kingdom.

OUR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

All sit for

A TRIBUTE

by

Councillor Robert Davis DL

The Lord Mayor of Westminster, Councillor Susie Burbridge, reads

PROVERBS 3: 13–26

HAPPY are those who find wisdom, and those who get
understanding, for her income is better than silver, and her revenue

better than gold. She is more precious than jewels, and nothing you
desire can compare with her. Long life is in her right hand; in her left
hand are riches and honour. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all
her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her;
those who hold her fast are called happy. The Lord by wisdom founded
the earth; by understanding he established the heavens; by his
knowledge the deeps broke open, and the clouds drop down the dew.
My child, do not let these escape from your sight: keep sound wisdom
and prudence, and they will be life for your soul and adornment for your
neck. Then you will walk on your way securely and your foot will not
stumble. If you sit down, you will not be afraid; when you lie down,
your sleep will be sweet. Do not be afraid of sudden panic, or of the
storm that strikes the wicked; for the Lord will be your confidence and
will keep your foot from being caught.
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All remain seated. The Choir sings

PSALM 15

LORD, who shall dwell in thy tabernacle: or who shall rest upon thyholy hill?
Even he that leadeth an uncorrupt life: and doeth the thing which is
right, and speaketh the truth from his heart.

He that hath used no deceit in his tongue, nor done evil to his neighbour:
and hath not slandered his neighbour.

He that setteth not by himself, but is lowly in his own eyes: and maketh
much of them that fear the Lord.

He that sweareth unto his neighbour, and disappointeth him not: though
it were to his own hindrance.

He that hath not given his money upon usury: nor taken reward against
the innocent.

Whoso doeth these things: shall never fall.

Edward Hopkins (1818–1901)

The Very Reverend Jonathan Greener, Dean of Wakefield, reads

ST MARK 12: 28–34a

ONE of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one
another, and seeing that Jesus answered them well, he asked him,

‘Which commandment is the first of all?’ Jesus answered, ‘The first is,
“Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your mind, and with all your strength.” The second is this, “You shall
love your neighbour as yourself.” There is no other commandment
greater than these.’ Then the scribe said to him, ‘You are right, Teacher;
you have truly said that “he is one, and besides him there is no other”;
and “to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and
with all the strength,” and “to love one’s neighbour as oneself,”—this is
much more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.’
When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, ‘You are not
far from the kingdom of God.’
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All stand to sing
THE HYMN

IMMORTAL, invisible, God only wise,in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;

thy justice like mountains high soaring above
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

To all life thou givest, to both great and small;
in all life thou livest, the true life of all;

we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,
and wither and perish; but naught changeth thee.

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;

all laud we would render: O help us to see
’tis only the splendour of light hideth thee.

St Denio 377 NEH Walter Chalmers Smith (1824–1908)
from John Roberts’s Caniadau y Cyssegr 1839

All sit for
THE ADDRESS

by
Boris Johnson
Mayor of London

All remain seated. The Choir sings

THE ANTHEM

THE heavens are telling the glory of God: the wonder of his work
displays the firmament.

To day that is coming speaks it the day: the night that is gone to
following night.

In all the lands resounds the word: never unperceived, ever understood.

Franz Joseph Haydn (1732–1809) from The Creation 1798 from Psalm 19: 1–4
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All kneel or remain seated. The Reverend Michael Macey, Minor Canon
and Precentor, introduces

THE PRAYERS

Let us pray.

WE give thanks to God for Simon’s service to this Nation and to
these great cities of Westminster and London, recalling his many

years of service in Local Government: for his public spirit and quiet but
humble determination to help others.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

WE give thanks to God for Simon’s ability to connect and
communicate with all people; for his exacting standards; for his

love of the arts, and for his wit and sense of fun.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Reverend Andrew Tremlett, Canon of Westminster and Rector of
St Margaret’s Church, says:

REMEMBERING Simon’s One City project, let us pray for all
people of faith, that through our seeking after the one true God, we

may grow together in understanding one of another, and in the service
of the needs of the world.
Lord in your mercy;
hear our prayer.

LET us pray for those who were closest to Simon, for his family,
friends, and colleagues: that they may continue to be inspired by

his memory and comforted in their loss.
Lord in your mercy;
hear our prayer.

Rabbi Steven Katz, Senior Rabbi, Hendon Reform Synagogue, says:

GOD full of compassion whose presence is over us, grant perfect rest
beneath the shelter of your presence with the holy and pure on high

who shine as the lights of heaven, to Sir Simon Milton who has gone to
his everlasting home. Source of mercy, cover him in the shelter of your
wings forever, and bind his soul into the gathering of life. It is God who
is his heritage. May his soul be at peace in its place of rest. Amen.
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YOU are the endless power that renews
life beyond death; you are the

greatness that saves. You care for the
living with love. You renew life beyond
death with unending mercy. You support
the falling, and heal the sick. You free
prisoners, and keep faith with those who
sleep in the dust. Who can perform such
mighty deeds, and who can compare with
you, a Sovereign who brings death and
life, and renews salvation?
You are faithful to renew life beyond death.

Robert Davis DL says

LET us magnify and let us sanctify inthis world the great name of God
whose will created it. May God’s reign
come in your lifetime, and in your days,
and in the lifetime of the family of Israel
– quickly and speedily may it come.
Amen.
May the greatness of God’s being be
blessed from eternity to eternity.
Let us bless and let us extol, let us tell
aloud and let us raise aloft, let us set on
high and let us honour, let us exalt and
let us praise the Holy One, whose name
is blessed,
who is far beyond any blessing or song,
any honour or any consolation that can
be spoken of in this world. Amen.
May great peace from heaven and the
gift of life be granted to us and to all the
family of Israel. Amen.
May the Maker of peace in the highest
bring this peace upon us and upon all
Israel and upon all the world. Amen.
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A TRIBUTE

by

Lisa Milton

All stand to sing
THE HYMN

AND did those feet in ancient time
walk upon England’s mountains green?

And was the holy Lamb of God
on England’s pleasant pastures seen?

And did the countenance divine
shine forth upon our clouded hills?

And was Jerusalem builded here
among those dark satanic mills?

Bring me my bow of burning gold!
Bring me my arrows of desire!

Bring me my spear! O clouds, unfold!
Bring me my chariot of fire!

I will not cease from mental fight,
nor shall my sword sleep in my hand,

till we have built Jerusalem
in England’s green and pleasant land.

Jerusalem 488 NEH William Blake (1757–1827)
Hubert Parry

All remain standing. The Dean pronounces

THE BLESSING

THE Lord bless you and keep you: the Lord make his face to shine
upon you, and be gracious to you: the Lord lift up his countenance

upon you and give you peace. Amen.

Music after the service:

Prelude in E flat BWV 552i Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)
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All remain standing as the Procession moves to the west end of the
Abbey.

Members of the congregation are requested to remain in their
places until invited to move by the Stewards.

The bells of the Abbey are rung.



Time is too short for those who wait.
Too swift for those who fear
Too long for those who grieve
Too short for those who rejoice
But for those who love, time is eternity.

Henry Van Dyke (1852–1933)
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