


AN OBSERVANCE FOR 
COMMONWEALTH DAY 

2012
In the presence of Her Majesty The Queen,

His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh, 
His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales 

and Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Cornwall

Monday 12th  March 2012 at 3.15pm 

Founded in 1868, today the Royal Commonwealth Society (RCS) is a modern charity working 
to promote international understanding. Its programmes range from creative writing, film and 
photography competitions to an innovative international youth leadership programme. Headquartered 
at London’s Commonwealth Club, the RCS has some 4,000 members in the UK and a presence in 
over 40 Commonwealth countries through a network of branches and Commonwealth societies. The 
RCS organises the Observance on behalf of the Council of Commonwealth Societies (CCS), and in 
consultation with the Dean of Westminster.  www.thercs.org.

To find out more, visit www.commonwealththeme.org

Photographs from this event are available from
www.picturepartnership.co.uk/events



The Abbey is served by a hearing loop. 
Users should turn their hearing aid to the 
setting marked T. 

Members of the congregation are kindly 
requested to refrain from using private 
cameras, video, or sound recording 
equipment.  Please ensure that mobile 
phones, pagers, and other electronic devices 
are switched off. 

It is my great pleasure, as Chairman of the 
Council of Commonwealth Societies, to welcome you to 
this very special event. Each year, on the second Monday 

in March, the Council and the Royal Commonwealth Society 
are responsible for this occasion. The Observance marks 

Commonwealth Day, when people across the world celebrate the 
special partnership of nations, peoples, and ideals which constitutes 

the  modern Commonwealth. 

The Observance is the UK’s largest annual multi-faith gathering, and
today we are honoured by the presence of Head of the Commonwealth
 Her Majesty The Queen, His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh, 

His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales, Her Royal Highness The Duchess 
of Cornwall, the High Commissioners, and faith leaders of each 
major religion. We are joined by more than 1,000 young people 

representing the bright future of the Commonwealth. 

The Commonwealth Day Observance takes a different theme each year. 
In 2012, we are celebrating ‘Connecting Cultures’. Through a thrilling mix of 
music, dance, and personal testimonies, this event will celebrate the threads 

that tie together people from every continent, faith, and ethnicity. 

In this special year the Observance will also be celebrating Her 
Majesty The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and her sixty years as Head of

 the Commonwealth. I can think of no better way to demonstrate
 the relevance of ‘Connecting Cultures’ than by honouring Her 
Majesty, whose unifying power has played such an important 

role in connecting all corners of the Commonwealth. To 
honour this special occasion, today you will hear 

music especially composed for the Diamond 
Jubilee, Stronger as One. 

I hope you enjoy this remarkable event in a truly exciting year. 
As ever, the Council of Commonwealth Societies is 

deeply grateful to the Dean of Westminster 
and his staff for their support. 

The Lord Watson of Richmond CBE
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CONNECTING CULTURES:
Our Commonwealth theme for 2012

WHAT IS THE COMMONWEALTH THEME? 
Every year the Commonwealth chooses a theme to provide 

a focus for its activities. The theme is celebrated throughout 
the year, with special events taking place during Commonwealth 

Week, including the Commonwealth Day Observance
and the Commonwealth Lecture. 

WHAT DOES ‘CONNECTING CULTURES’ MEAN? 
‘Connecting Cultures’ celebrates the diversity of the 54 countries

 in the Commonwealth and recognises the role the association plays in 
bringing together many different peoples around shared values.

It also recognises the contribution Commonwealth citizens have 
made to global excellence in cultural expression, whether through 
art, fashion, literature, food, architecture, music, theatre, or sport.

Through a series of events and programmes in 2012, the 
Commonwealth will celebrate and explore new ways 

the Commonwealth connects its global citizens.

To find out more about the theme and how you 
can get involved throughout the year, visit:

 www.commonwealththeme.org. 
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Order of the Observance

Before the Observance
Music before the start of the Observance is performed by the Commonwealth Youth 
Orchestra under the direction of Paul Carroll. 

The Procession of Flags 
As the procession of Commonwealth flags moves through the Abbey, the musical 
accompaniment The Commonwealth Anthem is performed by the Commonwealth Youth 
Orchestra. The flags of the member countries of the Commonwealth are carried in the 
order determined by the date of membership (when read from right to left):

Canada      

New Zealand      

India    

Sri Lanka    

Malaysia    

Cyprus    

Tanzania    

Trinidad and Tobago    

Kenya  

Malta  

The Gambia  

Guyana  

Lesotho  

Mauritius   

Nauru    

Samoa  

The Bahamas   

Papua New Guinea   

Solomon Islands   

Dominica   

Kiribati   

Vanuatu   

Antigua and Barbuda   

Saint Christopher and Nevis   

Namibia   

 Mozambique   

  United Kingdom

  Australia

  South Africa

  Pakistan

  Ghana

  Nigeria

  Sierra Leone

  Jamaica

  Uganda

  Malawi

  Zambia

  Singapore

  Botswana

  Barbados

  Swaziland

   Tonga

   Bangladesh

   Grenada

   Seychelles

   Tuvalu

   Saint Lucia
   Saint Vincent and The Grenadines

   Belize

   Maldives

   Brunei Darussalam

   Cameroon

   Rwanda 

Jaguar Land Rover is delighted to be supporting the  
Commonwealth and its efforts to connect cultures. We are 
a business built around two iconic British car brands that 

design, engineer and manufacture in the UK.

 Innovation and technical excellence are at the heart of Jaguar 
Land Rover’s business, but we also recognise the important 
role we have to play with our local communities around the 
world. It runs well beyond technological advances. It’s also 
about community and about connecting different cultures.

 Our work varies from community programmes around our 
plants to major international projects and humanitarian 

initiatives. Our co-operation with the International 
Federation of the Red Cross, for instance, concentrates 

on helping vulnerable people in 15 countries.

Giving opportunities to young people is a priority. Last year, 
we took on more graduates than ever and this year will take 

on a record number of apprentices. Our educational 
programmes reached 13,000 school children.

Such initiatives help the vulnerable, and the promising. They 
are also crucial for the future prosperity of our company.

 

A Message from our Supporters 

“ 

” 
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All stand.

The Procession of Honoured Guests and Participants

An Honorary Steward


The Chairman of the Royal Commonwealth Society
Mr Peter Kellner


The Chairman of the Victoria League for Commonwealth Friendship

Mr Lyn Hopkins


The Chairman of the Royal Over-Seas League
Sir Anthony Figgis 


The Deputy Chairman of the English-Speaking Union

Mr Jonathan Dye
 

The Representatives of the Faith Communities

A Verger


The Representative of the
Hindu Community

 Mr Anil Bhanot OBE


The Representative of the
Buddhist Community

The Venerable Bogoda Seelawimala

The Representative of the
Shia Muslim Community
Maulana Raza Shabbar


The Representative of
the Bahá'í Community

Mrs Zarin Hainsworth-Fadaei                

The Representatives of the Christian Churches


Orthodox

His Eminence Archbishop Gregorios


The Representative of the Chief

Rabbi and the Orthodox Jewish Community
Rabbi Alan Plancey

         
The Representative of the

Jain Community
Dr Natubhai Shah


The Representative of the
Zoroastrian Community

Mr Malcolm Deboo


The Representative of 
Liberal Judaism

Rabbi Danny Rich

The Representative of the
Sikh Community

The Lord Singh of Wimbledon


The Representative of the
Jewish Reformed Synagogues
Rabbi Laura Janner-Klausner


The Representative of the
Sunni Muslim Community

Imam Mohammed Raza OBE

A Verger


Westminster Cathedral
Canon Christopher Tuckwell


Church of Scotland

The Very Reverend Dr John Cairns


Presbyterian Church in Ireland
The Right Reverend Dr Ivan Patterson


Action of Churches Together in Scotland

Mrs Helen Wood TSSF


Church of England
The Right Reverend Timothy 

Stevens


Scottish Episcopal Church
The Right Reverend 

Bruce Cameron 


Church in Wales
The Most Reverend Dr Barry Morgan

Methodist Central Hall
The Reverend Martin Turner


Free Churches in England

The Reverend Michael Heaney 


Free Churches in Wales
The Reverend Gareth Morgan Jones


Roman Catholic, Wales

The Most Reverend George Stack


Roman Catholic, Scotland
His Eminence Keith Patrick Cardinal 

O’Brien


Lutheran Church in Great Britain
The Right Reverend Jana 

Jeruma-Grinberga 


Roman Catholic, England
The Most Reverend Vincent Nichols
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Stronger as One 
‘The whole is greater than the sum of its parts’

From Echo Bay to Kanye,
Bartica to Bairiki,
Flowing as one,
Where any dream can live on
With old and with new,
It is the voice that rings true (Oh-Oh),
Calling us, making us one.

Heart and a soul
Shining as gold
Under one Sun
We’re stronger as one.

Montego Bay to Savai’i,
Sullum Voe to Kalahari,
Oceans may part
But every river must start
In valley and hill,
We are people who will (Oh-Oh)
Come now, joining as one.

From Kabwe to Bangalore,
To the rivers of Virginia
Nations may dawn,
But it is we who are born
All equal and free
With the power to see (Oh-Oh)

Robert Hartshorne (b 1956)
specially commissioned for
 Commonwealth Day 2012

The Observance

Her Royal Highness The Countess of Wessex is received at the Great West Door by the Dean 
and Chapter of Westminster.

Their Royal Highnesses The Prince of Wales and The Duchess of Cornwall are received.

All stand. 
Presentations are made.

Her Majesty The Queen and His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh are received.

Presentations are made.

All sing

The National Anthem

God save our gracious Queen,
long live our noble Queen,
God save The Queen.
Send her victorious,
happy and glorious,
long to reign over us:
God save The Queen.

The procession forms and moves through the Nave and the South Quire Aisle, into the Lantern, 
Sacrarium, and Quire.
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The Order of the Procession 

The Beadle


The Choir of Westminster Abbey


The Minor Canon


The Canons’ Verger


The Canons of Westminster


The Dean’s Verger


The Dean of Westminster


The Queen’s Almsmen


 
An Honorary Steward


The Commonwealth Flag

(with Brownie escort)


The Commonwealth Secretary-General
His Excellency Kamalesh Sharma and Mrs Sharma


The Representative of the Chairperson-in-Office of the Commonwealth

Senator The Honourable Jan McLucas
Australia


The Chief Honorary Steward


The Chairman of the Council of Commonwealth Societies
The Lord Watson of Richmond CBE


The Commonwealth Mace



Suite in Attendance

All remain standing to sing 

The Hymn 

All people that on earth do dwell,
   sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;
him serve with fear, his praise forth tell,
   come ye before him, and rejoice.

The Lord, ye know, is God indeed,
   without our aid he did us make;
we are his folk, he doth us feed,
   and for his sheep he doth us take.

O enter then his gates with praise,
   approach with joy his courts unto;
praise, laud, and bless his name always,
   for it is seemly so to do.

For why? the Lord our God is good:
   his mercy is for ever sure;
his truth at all times firmly stood,
   and shall from age to age endure.

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
   the God whom heaven and earth adore,
from men and from the angel-host
   be praise and glory evermore.  Amen.

Psalm 100
versified by William Kethe (d 1594)

Old Hundredth 334 NEH
Genevan Psalter 1551

The High Steward The High Baliff  

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 
THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH 

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 
THE PRINCE OF WALES 

HER ROYAL HIGHNESS 
THE DUCHESS OF CORNWALL

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
HEAD OF THE COMMONWEALTH
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The Commonwealth Day Message 2012                                                                                                                                             
from Her Majesty The Queen, Head of the Commonwealth

One of the great benefits of today’s technology-based world is the range of opportunities 
it offers to understand and appreciate how others live: we can see, hear, and enter into the 
experience of people in communities and circumstances far removed from our own.

A remarkable insight we gain from such windows on the world is that, however different 
outward appearances may be, we share a great deal in common. Our circumstances and 
surroundings may vary enormously, for example in the food we eat and the clothes we 
wear, but we share one humanity, and this draws us all together. The joys of celebration 
and sympathy of sadness may be expressed differently but they are felt in the same way 
the world over.

How we express our identities reveals both a rich diversity and many common threads.  
Through the creative genius of artists – whether they be writers, actors, film-makers, 
dancers, or musicians – we can see both the range of our cultures and the elements of our 
shared humanity.

‘Connecting Cultures’, our Commonwealth theme this year, encourages us to consider the 
special opportunities we have, as members of this unique gathering of nations, to celebrate 
an extraordinary cultural tapestry that reflects our many individual and collective 
identities. The Commonwealth treasures and respects this wealth of diversity.

Connecting cultures is more, however, than observing others and the ways in which they 
express themselves. This year, our Commonwealth focus seeks to explore how we can 
share and strengthen the bond of Commonwealth citizenship we already enjoy by using 
our cultural connections to help bring us even closer together, as family and friends across 
the globe.

To support this theme, a special song has been composed for the Commonwealth, 
Stronger as One. There are any number of ways in which that single piece of music alone 
can be played or sung anywhere in the Commonwealth. And by sharing the same music 
with our own personal interpretations and contributions, the wonderful human attribute 
of imagination is nourished, and we gain insights of understanding and appreciation of 
others.

The Commonwealth offers a pathway for this greater understanding and the opportunity 
to expand upon our shared experiences in a wider world. A world in which paths to 
mutual respect and common cause may also be explored and which can draw us together, 
stronger and better than before.

Elizabeth R.

All remain standing.

The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of Westminster, gives

The Bidding

On behalf of the Dean and Chapter I welcome you warmly to Westminster Abbey, this 
House of God and House of Kings, where almighty God is honoured in daily worship, the 
place of coronations since 1066.

In The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee year, we recall in particular Her Majesty’s coronation 
here on 2nd June 1953. We give thanks for sixty years of faithful service to this Nation, the 
Realms, and the whole Commonwealth under God.

Together, united by ties of history and friendship, we represent the Commonwealth’s 
rich diversity of cultures and faiths throughout the world. We shall think and pray in 
this Observance, each in our own way, for the Commonwealth as a means of connecting 
cultures for good in the world.

As we come into the presence of almighty God, let us pray for a moment in silence.

Silence is kept.

Now let us pray for the spread of God’s kingdom in the words Jesus taught his disciples:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will 
be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

All sit.

     1212 13



All remain seated. Liz Lochhead reads

Connecting Cultures

I am talking in our lingua franca.
Tell me, do you drive on the left or right?
Is your football team the Botswana Zebras
Or Indomitable Lions of Cameroon? 
Can you take me to Junkanoo
And is there mangrove forest?
Is it true that a lightweight business suit
Is the appropriate city-garb and shaking hands 
The usual form of greeting? 
Are there frigate birds? Diamonds? Uranium?
What is the climate? Is there a typical hurricane season
Or a wind of change? 
How many miles of coastline in your country?
Is the currency the Kenyan shilling or the 
Brunei dollar – or is it also the word for rain or a blessing? 
Do you speak the lingua franca?

Communication can mean correspondence,
Or a connecting passage or channel, can mean 
A means of imparting and receiving information such as 
Speech, digital media, Facebook, the press and cinema.
Communications can mean means of transporting, especially
Troops or supplies.
 
Commonwealth means 
A free association of independent member nations bound by 
Friendship, loyalty, the desire for 
Democracy, equality, freedom and peace. 
Remembering how hard fellow feeling is to summon
When Wealth is what we do not have in Common,
May every individual 
And all the peoples in each nation
Work and hope and 
Strive for true communication –
Only by a shift and sharing is there any chance
For the Welfare of all our people and Good Governance. 

Such words can sound like flagged-up slogans, true.
What we merely say says nothing –
All that matters is what we do. 

A Performance by Rufus Wainwright

I’ve heard there was a secret chord
that David played, and it pleased the Lord
but you don’t really care for music, do you?
It goes like this:  the fourth, the fifth,
the minor fall, the major lift;
the baffled king composing Hallelujah:

Hallelujah, Hallelujah.
 
Your faith was strong but you needed proof,
you saw her bathing on the roof,
her beauty in the moonlight overthrew you;
she tied you to a kitchen chair,
she broke your throne, she cut your hair,
and from your lips she drew the Hallelujah:

Maybe I’ve been here before.
I know this room, I’ve walked this floor;
I used to live alone before I knew you.
I’ve seen your flag on the marble arch,
love is not a victory march,
it’s a cold and it’s a broken Hallelujah:

There was a time you let me know
what’s real and going on below,
but now you never show it to me, do you?
And remember when I moved in you,
the Holy Dark was moving too
and every breath we drew was Hallelujah:

Maybe there’s a God above
and all I ever learned from love
was how to shoot at someone who outdrew you;
it’s not a cry you can hear at night,
it’s not somebody who’s seen the light,
it’s a cold and it’s a broken Hallelujah:

Leonard Cohen CC (b 1934)

Liz Lochhead (b 1947)
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Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
   your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace,
be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
    your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
   whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,
be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
   your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Slane 239 NEH                                                                                              Jan Struther (1901–53)
traditional Irish melody

All sit. Senator The Honourable Jan McLucas, Representative of The Chairperson-in-
Office of the Commonwealth, reads

St John 4: 5–14

Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given 
to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting 
by the well. It was about noon. A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said 
to her, ‘Give me a drink.’ (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan 
woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’ 
(Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew 
the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, “Give me a drink,” you would have 
asked him, and he would have given you living water.’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, you 
have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater 
than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from 
it?’ Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those 
who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will 
give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.’

A Performance by Hugh Masekela

The Address by Dr Jane Goodall DBE, Scientific Director, Mahale-Gombe Wildlife 
Research Institute, Tanzania

All remain seated. The Choir of Westminster Abbey sings

A Motet

O sing unto the Lord a new song: let the congregation of saints praise him.
Let them praise his name in the dance.
For the Lord hath pleasure in his people.

Humphrey Clucas (b 1941)                                                                     Psalm 149: 1, 3a, 4a

A Reflection by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

A Performance by The Descarga Dance Company

A Reflection by Andrew Forrest

All stand to sing

The Hymn

 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
   whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy,
be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
   your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
   whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,
be there at our labours, and give us, we pray,
   your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
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Mr Anil Bhanot OBE, representative of the Hindu community, says:

. 

 

Mrs Zarin Hainsworth-Fadaei, representative of the Bahá’í community, says:

O Thou compassionate Lord, Thou Who art generous and able! We are servants of Thine 
sheltered beneath Thy providence! Cast Thy glance of favour upon us. Give light to our 
eyes, hearing to our ears, and understanding and love to our hearts. Render our souls 
joyous and happy through Thy glad tidings. O Lord! Point out to us the pathway of Thy 
kingdom and resuscitate all of us through the breaths of the Holy Spirit. Bestow upon us 
life everlasting and confer upon us never-ending honour. Unify mankind and illumine the 
world of humanity. May we all follow Thy pathway, long for Thy good pleasure, and seek 
the mysteries of Thy kingdom. O God!  Unite us and connect our hearts with Thy
indissoluble bond. Verily, Thou art the Giver, Thou art the Kind One and Thou art the 
Almighty.

 ‘Abdu’l-Bahá (1844–1921)

The Venerable Bogoda Seelawimala, representative of the Buddhist community, says:

May no one who encounters me ever find it meaningless.  
May the mere fact of our meeting contribute to the fulfilment of their wishes.
May I become at all times, both now and forever, 
a protector for those without protection,
a guide for those who have lost their way,
a ship for those with oceans to cross,
a bridge for those with rivers to cross,
a sanctuary for those in danger,
a lamp for those without light,
a home for the homeless,
and a servant to all in need.
 Shantideva (fl 8th century)
 from the Bodhicaryvatra

The Choir of Westminster Abbey sings

The Anthem

Let all the world in every corner sing,
my God and King!
The heavens are not too high,
his praise may thither fly;
the earth is not too low,
his praises there may grow.

Let all the world in every corner sing,
my God and King!
The Church with psalms must shout,
no door can keep them out;
but above all the heart
must bear the longest part.

Let all the world in every corner sing,
my God and King!

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872–1958)                              George Herbert (1593–1633)
from Five Mystical Songs

All remain seated or kneel for

The Prayers

The Most Reverend Vincent Nichols, says:

O God the ruler of all, bless Elizabeth our Queen, and all the nations of the 
Commonwealth and their leaders. Give wisdom and vision to those who govern the 
peoples of the world; and grant us peace and justice that men, women, and children of 
every community may live in mutual respect. This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Om 
Sarvesham Svastir Bhavatu 
Sarvesham Shantir Bhavatu 
Sarvesham Purnam Bhavatu
Sarvesham Mangalam Bhvatu 
Sarve Bhavantu Sukhinah
Sarve Santu Niramayah 
Sarve Bhadrani Pashantu
Ma Kachid Dukh Bhag Bhavet 
Om Shanti Shanti Shanti-hee. 

O Lord
May Wellbeing be unto all
May Peace be unto all
May Fulfilment be unto all
May Prosperity be unto all
May all be Happy
May all be Saint-like Healthy
May all experience Goodness of Life
May our minds be free from Sorrow
O Lord, may there be Peace in all the 
three realms of existence.

18 19



All sing

The Hymn
 

Now thank we all our God,
   with heart and hands and voices,
who wondrous things hath done,
   in whom his world rejoices;
who from our mother’s arms
   hath blessed us on our way
with countless gifts of love,
   and still is ours to-day.

O may this bounteous God
   through all our life be near us,
with ever joyful hearts
   and blessèd peace to cheer us;
and keep us in his grace,
   and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all ills
   in this world and the next.

All praise and thanks to God
   the Father now be given,
the Son, and him who reigns
   with them in highest heaven,
the One eternal God,
   whom earth and heaven adore;
for thus it was, is now,
   and shall be evermore.

Nun danket 413 NEH Nun danket alle Gott Martin Rinkart (1586–1649)
from Johann Crüger’s translated by Catherine Winkworth (1827–78)
Praxis pietatis melica c1647

Maulana Raza Shabbar, representative of the Shia Muslim Community, says:

Beginning with the name of God the Merciful the Compassionate, The Qur’an emphasises 
diversity, knowledge, self-knowledge, knowledge of others, from which one is able to 
know God. 
It goes on to make some more explicit points. All human beings, whatever their creed, 
race, class, or culture are equal. It is not just the individuals who deserve respect. The 
diversity of our tongues and colours, as we read in the Qur’an, are God’s signs. So discrimi-
nation is forbidden not just on the basis of colour, but also on the basis of language and 
culture. Thus Arabic is as important as English or Urdu or any other language by any other 
culture. One language cannot claim priority over the other. Connecting cultures from 
various parts of the world will always be beneficial for the progress of humanity at large. 
Diversity and difference are the very essence of God’s creation. 
Lord, give us the ability to be your servant at all times.

The Most Reverend Dr Barry Morgan, says:

O God, Holy Trinity, perfect communion of love, in you all the communities  are drawn 
together in love. We rejoice in the rich diversity of our Commonwealth and in the strong 
bonds of friendship which connect our many cultures. Grant that, enabled by your Spirit, 
we may put aside all that hinders us from living together in one fellowship, in happiness, 
and in peace. This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

All stand for

The Act of Affirmation to the Commonwealth

The Secretary General says:

We affirm that every person possesses unique worth and dignity.

We affirm our respect for nature, and that we will be stewards of the earth by caring for 
every part of it, and for it as a whole.

We affirm our belief in justice for everyone, and peace between peoples and nations.

In 2012, through our theme of ‘Connecting Cultures’, we affirm our commitment to 
celebrating and showing respect for the myriad cultural achievements of the 
Commonwealth family. In order to deepen the understanding and appreciation we have 
for one another, and to embrace the diversity in ourselves and in others, we will continue 
to seek new ways of connecting the cultures and people of the Commonwealth.

We affirm our belief in the Commonwealth as a force for good in the world, and 
pledge ourselves to its service, now and in the future.
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All remain standing. The Dean pronounces

The Blessing

Unto God’s gracious mercy and protection we commit you. The Lord bless and keep you.  
The Lord make his face to shine upon you. The Lord lift up the light of his countenance 
upon you, and give you peace. Amen.

Numbers 6: 24–26

Te Deum                  Naji Hakim (b 1955)

Members of the congregation are asked to remain in their places until invited to move by 
the Stewards. Those in the Nave will be asked to leave by the Great West Door. Those 
seated in the Lantern and Transepts leave by the North Door.

A retiring collection is taken for 
The Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Trust.

(For more information see p. 28)

Liz Lochhead was born in 1947 in Newarthill, Lanarkshire. She 
studied at the Glasgow School of Art, and after graduating
lectured on fine art for a decade. The first work that brought her 
to wider notice was Memo for Spring, which was published in 
1972 at a time when the Scottish poetry scene was largely 
male-dominated. Her collections of poetry include Dreaming 
Frankenstein (1984), True Confessions and New Clichés (1985) 
and A Choosing (2011). Lochhead is also an award-winning 
playwright, notably for Mary Queen of Scots Got her Head 
Chopped Off (1987) and a Scots-language adaptation of 
Molière’s Tartuffe (1985). Her latest is Edwin Morgan’s Dreams 
– and Other Nightmares a play about her friend and fellow poet 
Edwin Morgan. He was Scotland’s first Makar, or National Poet, 
and when he died, she succeeded him in 2011 to popular acclaim.

Liz Lochhead 

Born in Nigeria, Adichie is the author of two novels, Half of a 
Yellow Sun, which won the Orange Broadband Prize for Fiction 
and was a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award, 
and Purple Hibiscus, which won the Commonwealth Writers’ 
Prize and the Hurston/Wright Legacy Award. Her most recent 
book, The Thing Around Your Neck, a collection of stories, was 
shortlisted for the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize for Best Book 
in Africa. She is the recipient of a 2008 MacArthur Foundation 
Fellowship. 

She was named one of the twenty most important fiction writers 
today under 40 years old by The New Yorker.

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

Andrew Forrest 

Speakers
in order of appearance

Industry and philanthropic leader Andrew Forrest grew up on a
remote Australian sheep and cattle station before attending 
university. He is the founder and Chairman of Fortescue Metals 
Group and the Australian Children’s Trust, among other 
significant charities and companies.

He has created some of the largest raw material exports in the 
world, while pursing major social issues on a domestic and 
international basis. He has been awarded the Australian 
Centenary Medal, the Australian Sports Medal, Australian Social 
Entrepreneur of the Year, Western Australia Citizen of the Year 
for his contribution to regional development, and The Mining 
Journal’s Mining Lifetime Achievement Award.
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An Indian diplomat, Kamalesh Sharma became Commonwealth 
Secretary-General on 1st April 2008. Mr Sharma previously served 
as India’s High Commissioner to the United Kingdom. A career 
diplomat since 1965, Mr Sharma served as the Special 
Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General to 
Timor Leste from 2002 to 2004. As India’s Ambassador to the 
UN in Geneva and New York, he has been spokesperson for 
developing countries in the Uruguay Trade Round and 
was closely involved in the development of the Monterrey 
Consensus and Millennium Development Goals. He is Chancellor 
of Queen’s University, Belfast.

His Excellency Mr Kamalesh Sharma 

In the 1960s Jane Goodall transformed scientific perceptions of 
the relationship between animals and humans with her 
pioneering study of chimpanzees in the Tanzanian rainforest. In 
1977, she founded the Jane Goodall Institute (JGI) which broke 
new ground with its innovative community-centred conservation 
and development programmes. JGI has since established 
sanctuaries and community programmes linked to habitat 
protection across Africa, and its environmental education 
programme, Roots & Shoots, now empowers young people in over 
130 countries to make a difference in their own communities.  

Dr Goodall’s many publications range from her definitive 
scientific work on chimpanzees to children’s books. She has been 
the subject of numerous documentaries, most recently the 2012 
Oscar-shortlisted Jane’s Journey. Her awards for her 
contributions to science and conservation and her wider social 
and humanitarian work include the Medal of Tanzania, Japan’s 
Kyoto prize, and France’s Legion d’honneur.  She is also a Dame of 
the British Empire and a UN messenger of Peace.

Dr Jane Goodall DBE

Senator McLucas has been a Senator representing Queensland for 
the Australian Labor Party since 1998. She has been Parliamentary 
Secretary for Disabilities and Carers since September 2010, and 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister since March 2012.

She has also served as Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for 
Health and Ageing and Shadow Minister for Ageing and 
Disabilities. She has sat on numerous Parliamentary Committees, 
including Community Affairs, and the ommittee for the 
Environment, Communications, Information Technology, and the 
Arts. Before entering Parliament, Senator McLucas was a teacher, 
and a Councillor for Cairns City.

Senator The Honourable Jan McLucas

In October 2011, at the Commonwealth Heads of Government 
Meeting in Perth, the Heads of Government unanimously 
welcomed the creation of the Commonwealth Youth Orchestra.

The Commonwealth Youth Orchestra unites young nationals of all 
54 countries of the Commonwealth through the
performance of both instrumental and vocal music. Young 
soloists from around the Commonwealth are invited to perform 
with the Commonwealth Youth Orchestra throughout all six 
regions of the Commonwealth, to showcase talent and to build 
aspiration.

Today’s performance includesWater Music Suite (Georg F. 
Händel), Suite from Abdelazer (Henry Purcell), Slavonic Dance 
No.8 (Anton Dvorak), Octet No. 5 (Paul Carroll), and The 
Commonwealth Anthem.

Commonwealth Youth Orchestra 

Laura Wright’s story began in 2005 when she won BBC Radio 2’s 
Chorister of the Year and shortly after became a member of
classical girl group All Angels. She achieved great success with the 
vocal quartet; gaining Classical Brit Award nominations, record 
breaking sales, and platinum status.

After leaving All Angels in 2009, she won a scholarship to the 
Royal College of Music to study opera. Since then, she has been 
signed as a solo artist and has released her debut album, The Last 
Rose, with The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. 

Laura Wright 

Performers
in order of appearance

Set in Arcadian parkland in the Thameside village of Sonning, 
Reading Blue Coat School is dedicated to achieving excellence in 
academic and extra-curricular life. Blue Coat, founded for the poor 
children of Reading in 1646, has a long-standing musical 
tradition and today its energy is channelled into an impressive 
range of genres and ensembles, including a 100-strong choir that 
performs at a large number of concerts, services, and events. 

The Chamber Choir, which performs here today, is selected from 
the main school choir, and its young members represent the 
musical spirit of Blue Coat. 

Reading Blue Coat School Choir
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Affectionately referred to by Elton John as ‘the greatest 
songwriter on the planet’ and praised by The New York Times 
for his ‘genuine originality’, Rufus Wainwright has established 
himself as one of the great male vocalists and songwriters of his 
generation. 

The New York-born, Montréal-raised singer-songwriter has 
released six acclaimed studio albums, as well as two live LPs, 
earning him two Juno Awards for Best Alternative Album. He 
premiered his first opera, Prima Donna, in July 2009 and was the 
first ever solo artist to take up residency in London’s iconic Royal 
Opera House performing for five nights. In addition to his musical 
pursuits, Wainwright has also made his mark onscreen with 
acting credits including the Merchant Ivory film Heights, and the 
major blockbuster film The Aviator directed by Martin Scorsese. 

Rufus Wainwright’s new album Out of the Game, produced by 
Mark Ronson, is due out on 23rd April. 

Rufus Wainwright 

With Grade 4 on the piano and a degree in chemistry, 
becoming a TV composer seems a big leap, but it is what Robert
Hartshorne always wanted to be. So, in 1987 and against advice, he 
quit his day job. At first he sought work on corporate 
productions. This then led to work in television, commercials, 
and live events — the biggest being the music for the Hong Kong 
farewell ceremony in 1997.

Since 1987, he has won many awards for music, both in the UK 
and overseas. Some of his recent work includes Andrew Marr’s 
The Making of Modern Britain and The History of Modern Britain 
and the trilogy Tropic of Cancer, Capricorn, and Equator, all for 
the BBC. But his biggest audience is aged 3-5; since 2003 
Hartshorne, and his son, Peter, have written the music and songs 
for Thomas the Tank Engine, now seen in over 160 countries.

Robert Hartshorne

Established in 2010, The Descarga Dance Company is committed 
to pushing the boundaries of African-derived contemporary dance, 
and upholding the spirit of traditional African folklore. With
artistic direction by Yainer Carbonell Vegueriz, the company 
blends contemporary and popular forms with classical African-
Caribbean styles. The company is comprised of dancers from
Scotland to Namibia, each with their own unique talents and a 
shared passion for exploring the possibilities of cross-stylistic 
exchange through the dance arts. 

The Descarga Dance School delivers a rich programme of African 
and Afro-Caribbean based dance; and pursues an active outreach 
programme.  

The Descarga Dance Company 

Hugh Masekela is a musician deserving of his legendary stature, 
having been at the heart of South African music for over half a 
century. An outspoken advocate for civil rights and universally 
considered one of jazz’s greatest horn players, he has spent his 
career pushing both social and musical boundaries.

His soaring, joyful trumpet sound brims with warmth and bristles 
with elements of township jazz, funk, and hip-hop, whilst his 
voice continues to speak out for the people of his country and 
their culture. At 72 he remains, in the words of The Independent: 
‘a musician of phenomenal grace and power…still blessed with a 
voice that can strip the leaves from the trees.’

Hugh Masekela 

The Choir of Westminster Abbey is renowned worldwide 
as one of the finest choirs of its type. Comprising some thirty 
boys (all of whom attend the Abbey’s dedicated residential Choir 
School) and twelve professional adult singers (known as Lay 
Vicars), the Choir plays a central role both in the daily choral 
services in the Abbey and in the many royal, state, and national 
occasions which take place there. In addition to fulfilling its 
responsibilities in Westminster, the Choir undertakes an 
extensive programme of recordings, broadcasts, concerts, and 
tours, travelling in recent years to Australia, the United States, 
the Far East, Russia, and Spain. The Choir is directed by James 
O’Donnell, Organist and Master of the Choristers, and the organ 
is played by Robert Quinney, Sub-Organist.

The Choir of Westminster Abbey
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Celebrating the Head of the Commonwealth’s
Diamond Jubilee

In this special year, today’s Observance marks the 
beginning of Commonwealth celebrations for Her 
Majesty The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.

The Commonwealth is paying tribute to The Queen’s 
60 years as Head of the Commonwealth through 
programmes known collectively as the Commonwealth 
Jubilee Diamond.

Each facet of the Commonwealth Jubilee Diamond will 
highlight an aspect of Her Majesty’s leadership of the 
Commonwealth in the past 60 years:

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

As Her Majesty The Queen celebrates her Diamond Jubilee, she does so as the 
second-longest serving Monarch in a thousand years of British history. Her Majesty is 
Head of a Commonwealth of two billion people, in 54 countries.

At the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in Perth last October, it was 
unanimously agreed to establish The Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Trust to honour 
Her Majesty’s extraordinary lifetime of service. I am delighted and honoured to have been 
invited to Chair the Trust.

The Trust aims to raise funds from Governments, individuals, organisations, and the 
corporate sector to invest in projects that will make a real and lasting impact on the lives 
of people — of all generations — throughout the Commonwealth, in order to provide a 
lasting legacy for Her Majesty The Queen.

The Right Honourable Sir John Major KG CH

Retiring Collection 
Your donations today will be used to support The Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee 
Trust. 

WOMEN AND LEADERSHIP
A programme of interaction between women leaders of the Commonwealth.

LEARNING
An endowment of Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee scholarships for the       
Commonwealth.

EDUCATION AND UNDERSTANDING AMONG YOUNG PEOPLE 
An initiative to link schools across the Commonwealth. 

CULTURE AND CONNECTION
Commonwealth dimensions will be built into existing cultural and literary festivals       
culminating in a festival associated with the next Commonwealth Games.

YOUTH AND SERVICE
A new pan-Commonwealth youth exchange programme.

Significant Commonwealth dimensions will be included in many national events 
marking the Diamond Jubilee and a global chain of beacons will be lit throughout the 
Commonwealth. In the United Kingdom vessels representing every Commonwealth 
country will participate in the Thames Diamond Jubilee Pageant.

The Jubilee Time Capsule (www.jubileetimecapsule.org) is collecting people’s memories 
from around the Commonwealth to create a digital gift for Her Majesty The Queen and an 
innovative People’s History of the last 60 years (see the back page for more information). 
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With thanks to 

Fortescue Metals Group was founded by Andrew Forrest in 2003 
and began shipping iron ore in 2008 after building its own port, 
rail, and mine infrastructure. It is now the world’s 
fourth-largest iron ore miner — shipping 55 million tonnes per 
year. An expansion is underway which will triple production.

One of Fortescue’s core values is to make a major positive and 
sustainable difference in the communities in which it works. 
This includes constructing open-user infrastructure, training 
and maintaining a community-based residential workforce for 
port and rail, buying local, and supporting community groups and 
projects. 

GenerationOne (GenOne) and its sister organisation, the 
Australian Employment Covenant (AEC), are working together 
to help end the disparity between Indigenous Australians and the 
rest of the population. The AEC was created in 2008 as an 
industry-led initiative in partnership with the federal
government with a goal to generate 50,000 sustainable career 
opportunities for Indigenous Australians. GenOne is a national 
campaign movement that has attracted over 210,000 supporters 
since its launch in March 2010.

Creative Scotland is the national leader for Scotland’s arts, screen, 
and creative industries. Established in July 2010, Creative 
Scotland is a non-departmental public body and is a significant 
investor in the creative sector, committing both Scottish 
Government and National Lottery funding. 

Creative Scotland invests in talent, in the quality of artistic
production, in audiences, access, and participation, in the 
cultural economy, in places, and in their contribution to a 
creative Scotland. Education, equalities, and international 
partnerships underpin all of its work. Creative Scotland has
replaced both Scottish Screen and the Scottish Arts Council.

BP is one of the world’s leading international oil and gas 
companies, providing its customers with fuel for transportation, 
energy for heat and light, retail services, and petrochemicals
products for everyday items.

Other
supporters:

The Commonwealth Education Trust has sponsored the printing 
of this programme. Founded 125 years ago in celebration of the 
Golden Jubilee of Queen Victoria, the Trust is an independent 
charity that works with accredited educational experts to invest 
in primary and secondary education.  

In this Diamond Jubilee year, the Trust celebrates its historic 
journey between Jubilees with the recent publication of a 
commemorative collection entitled A River of Stories: Tales and 
Poems from across the Commonwealth. The Trust is pleased to 
present this anthology to each school attending the 
Commonwealth Day Observance.

Nexus is a company working in partnership with the Royal 
Commonwealth Society to deliver a communications package
in support of the Commonwealth Day Observance. Nexus
publishes the official Commonwealth Yearbook and manages 
www.commonwealth-of-nations.org for the Commonwealth 
Secretariat. 

Emma D’Costa, Neil Denney, Paul Docherty, Paul Huggins,
Chi Kavindele, Natasha Lokhun, Michael Macey, 
Timothy Melgund, Roddy Porter. Roshni Siyodia,  
Melanie Tankard, Claire Whitaker, Trisha Williams,  
Patrick Wintour 
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Cambridge University Press is the publishing business of the 
University of Cambridge and its purpose is to further the 
University’s objective of advancing knowledge, education, 
learning and research. 



The Commonwealth Mace
The Mace, carried by Dr Tres-Ann Kremer, goes before The Queen. 
It was a gift of the Royal Anniversary Trust to The Queen in her role 
as Head of the Commonwealth, on the fortieth anniversary of her 
accession to the throne. The Mace is used on special Commonwealth 
occasions, including the Commonwealth Day celebrations in 
London, and at biennial Heads of Government Meetings. 

Flowers
The striking flowers you see around the Abbey have been kindly 
donated by the High Commission of Grenada, many of them 
being flown to London from Grenada especially for the day. The 
arrangements have been prepared by the National Association Of 
Flower Arrangement Societies under the direction of Jane 
Rowton-Lee and Suzanne Gaywood MBE. 

Flagbearers
The 54 flagbearers (under the direction of Louise Ewington and 
Warrant Officer Williams) have been recruited with the support of 
the High Commissions in London, The Commonwealth Secretariat, 
the British Council, the Commonwealth Scholarship Commission 
in the United Kingdom, and Mosaic. All the flagbearers have been 
selected in recognition of a significant achievement.

The Council of Commonwealth Societies (CCS)
The CCS is a group of organisations which promotes the value of 
Commonwealth Day and seeks to raise the profile of the modern 
Commonwealth. The CCS gratefully acknowledges the financial 
support of its member organisations and the Commonwealth High 
Commissions.

CCS members (2012) are:
 » Association of Commonwealth 
Universities

 » Commonwealth Broadcasting 
Association

 » Commonwealth Business Council
 » Commonwealth Countries League
 » Commonwealth Education Trust
 » Commonwealth Foundation
 » Commonwealth Local Government 
Forum

 » Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Association (UK)

 » Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Association (International Secretariat)

 » Commonwealth Telecommunications 
Organisation

 » Commonwealth Secretariat
 » Commonwealth Youth Exchange 
Council

 » Corona Worldwide
 » English-Speaking Union
 » Foreign & Commonwealth Office
 » Goodenough College
 » Nexus Strategic Partnerships
 » Pacific Islands Society
 » Pakistan Society
 » Royal Commonwealth Society
 » Royal Over-Seas League
 » Soundseekers (Commonwealth Society 
for the Deaf)

 » Papua New Guinea Church Partnership
 » Victoria League

Behind the scenes 

 

THE JUBILEE TIME CAPSULE 
Share your story with Her Majesty The Queen

The Jubilee Time Capsule is a digital Diamond Jubilee gift for 
Her Majesty The Queen from the people of the Commonwealth. Forming a key 
part of the Commonwealth celebrations for the Diamond Jubilee, the Capsule 

will tell the People’s History of the 60 years since The Queen became 
Head of the Commonwealth.  

Anyone, of any age, anywhere in the Commonwealth can share their memories 
of the past six decades, from 6th February 1952 to 6th June 2012, to help build 

this exciting collection of memories that aims to be most ambitious 
digital legacy of the Diamond Jubilee. 

There are already over 30,000 pieces of content from all corners of the
Commonwealth, including HRH Princess Eugenie of York’s reflection on

 joining The Queen during the Golden Jubilee celebrations in 2002, The Very 
Reverend Dr John Hall’s recollection of welcoming The Duchess of Cambridge  to 

Westminster Abbey on the ‘Royal Wedding Day’, and a memory from each of
 the school children in Westminster Abbey today, who won their tickets by 

contributing outstanding entries to the Jubilee Time Capsule. 

Adding your stories to theirs is easy: sign up to www.jubileetimecapsule.org, 
pick a day in the last 60 years, and tell us why it’s important to you.

THE DIAMOND (RE)COLLECTION

The very best JTC entries will form a special Diamond (re)Collection. Curated by 
a distinguished panel of judges, the (re)Collection will be presented to 

Her Majesty The Queen later in 2012.  

 www.jubileetimecapsule.org  
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