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THE FREEDOM OF THE CITY

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

The Freedom of the City of Westminster is sparingly granted. The first
person to receive the honour was Winston Churchill in 1946. Prior to the
Freedom being granted to HMS Westminster (in 2005) only six other
Freedoms had been awarded, the previous one in 1990.

A particularly close association has always existed between the City of
Westminster and the Ship which carries its name around the world with
distinction and pride. Over the years Lord Mayors have been regularly
invited to HMS Westminster, and the Ship’s Company have in turn
attended events held by Lord Mayors.

Members of the Council are invited to tour the Ship whenever she makes
one of her frequent visits up the River Thames to the heart of the capital.
The Ship has always supported activities in Westminster schools, and
fundraises for local charities.

It was in this context, and to mark the bicentenary of our greatest naval
victory at Trafalgar, that the City Council considered it particularly
appropriate to honour HMS Westminster with the Freedom of the City
in 2005.

The Lord Mayor and Councillors of the City ofWestminster resolved, on
9th November 2005, to grant to HMS Westminster ‘the Freedom and
Distinction of parading through the City on all ceremonial occasions in
full panoply and with drums beating, colours flying, and bayonets
fixed’.

This morning’s service in Westminster Abbey is an integral part of the
exercise, by the Ship’s Company, of their Freedom of the City.
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TODAY’S PROCEEDINGS

The Ship’s Company of HMS Westminster will exercise its Freedom of
the City parading in the Sanctuary outside Westminster Abbey where
The Lord Mayor of Westminster will take their salute.

The Lord Mayor will then attend Choral Matins with the Commanding
Officer and the Ship’s Company in Westminster Abbey. Westminster
City Councillors will be robed and present at the service.

HMS WESTMINSTER

HMSWestminster is currently in and around the UK regenerating for her
next deployment midway through 2013. Following an epic year in 2012
she completed a patrol which clocked up more than 44,000 miles. The
warship conducted anti-piracy patrols during which she stopped three
groups of suspected pirates who were targeting merchant shipping and
the biggest drugs haul in the RN’s history (£17 million). HMS
Westminster also paid goodwill visits across the region from Aqaba in
Jordan to Dar-es-Salaam in Tanzania, and took part in numerous
exercises with coalition and allied forces.

Now she is preparing for more of the same in 2013 and, later this year,
HMSWestminster departs for the Gulf. During her deployment she will
carry out defence engagements, help build the capacities of other
nations’ maritime forces, promote key strategic partnerships with
friendly and neutral states in the region, and protect the supply of energy
that is vital to the UK’s economy.
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The church is served by a hearing loop. Users should turn their hearing
aid to the setting marked T.

Members of the congregation are kindly requested to refrain from
using private cameras, video, or sound recording equipment. Please
ensure that mobile phones, pagers, and other electronic devices are
switched off.

The service is sung by the Choir of Westminster Abbey, conducted by
James O’Donnell, Organist and Master of the Choristers.

The organ is played by Martin Ford, Assistant Organist.

Music before the service:

Peter Holder, Organ Scholar, plays:

Choral from Sonata in C minor Percy Whitlock (1903–46)

Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no
1040271 and MRL no1040288. Scripture Readings are from the New Revised Standard Version.

4

25639 WA Matins service  13/3/13  09:56  Page 4



ORDER OF SERVICE

All stand to sing

THE HYMN

during which the civic and collegiate processions move to places in the
Quire and Sacrarium, and the Colour of HMS Westminster is borne

through the church and presented at the High Altar

ETERNAL Father, strong to save,
whose arm doth bind the restless wave,

who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep
its own appointed limits keep:

O hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.

O Saviour, whose almighty word
the winds and waves submissive heard,

who walkedst on the foaming deep,
and calm amid its rage didst sleep:

O hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.
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O sacred Spirit, who didst brood
upon the chaos dark and rude,

who bad’st its angry tumult cease,
and gavest light and life and peace:

O hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.

O Trinity of love and power,
our brethren shield in danger’s hour;

from rock and tempest, fire and foe,
protect them whereso’er they go:

and ever let there rise to thee
glad hymns of praise from land and sea.

Melita 354 NEH William Whiting (1825–78)
John Bacchus Dykes (1823–76)

All remain standing for

THE WELCOME

The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of Westminster

The Reverend Dr James Hawkey, Minor Canon and Sacrist, says a
Sentence of Scripture.

All remain standing. The Officiant and Choir sing

THE RESPONSES

OLORD, open thou our lips;
and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us;
O Lord, make haste to help us.
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.

Orlando Gibbons (1583–1625) Organist of Westminster Abbey 1623–25

All sit. The Choir sings

VENITE

O COME, let us sing unto the Lord: let us heartily rejoice in the
strength of our salvation.

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving: and shew ourselves
glad in him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God: and a great King above all gods.
In his hands are all the corners of the earth: and the strength of the hills
is his also.

The sea is his, and he made it: and his hands prepared the dry land.
O come, let us worship and fall down: and kneel before the Lord our
maker.

For he is the Lord our God: and we are the people of his pasture, and
the sheep of his hand.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.

Psalm 95: 1–7
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All remain seated. The Choir sings

PSALMS 111 and 112

I WILL give thanks unto the Lord with my whole heart: secretly
among the faithful, and in the congregation.

The works of the Lord are great: sought out of all them that have
pleasure therein.

His work is worthy to be praised, and had in honour: and his
righteousness endureth for ever.

The merciful and gracious Lord hath so done his marvellous works: that
they ought to be had in remembrance.

He hath given meat unto them that fear him: he shall ever be mindful of
his covenant.

He hath shewed his people the power of his works: that he may give
them the heritage of the heathen.

The works of his hands are verity and judgement: all his
commandments are true.

They stand fast for ever and ever: and are done in truth and equity.
He sent redemption unto his people: he hath commanded his covenant
for ever; holy and reverend is his name.

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding
have all they that do thereafter; the praise of it endureth for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.

Amen.

Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord: he hath great delight in his
commandments.

His seed shall be mighty upon earth: the generation of the faithful shall
be blessed.

Riches and plenteousness shall be in his house: and his righteousness
endureth for ever.

Unto the godly there ariseth up light in the darkness: he is merciful,
loving, and righteous.
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A good man is merciful, and lendeth: and will guide his words with
discretion.

For he shall never be moved: and the righteous shall be had in
everlasting remembrance.

He will not be afraid of any evil tidings: for his heart standeth fast, and
believeth in the Lord.

His heart is established, and will not shrink: until he see his desire upon
his enemies.

He hath dispersed abroad, and given to the poor: and his righteousness
remaineth for ever; his horn shall be exalted with honour.

The ungodly shall see it, and it shall grieve him: he shall gnash with his
teeth, and consume away; the desire of the ungodly shall perish.

All stand.

GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without

end. Amen.

Thomas Attwood Walmisley (1814–56) and John Goss (1800–80)

All sit. The Lord Mayor of Westminster, Councillor Angela Harvey,
reads

THE FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 35

All stand. The choir sings

BENEDICITE

O ALL ye works of the Lord, bless ye the Lord: praise him, and
magnify him for ever.

O ye angels of the Lord, bless ye the Lord: praise him, and magnify him
for ever.

O ye heavens, bless ye the Lord.
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O ye waters that be above the firmament, bless ye the Lord.
O all ye powers of the Lord, bless ye the Lord: praise him, and magnify
him for ever.

O ye sun, and moon, bless ye the Lord.
O ye stars of heaven, bless ye the Lord.
O ye showers, and dew, bless ye the Lord: praise him, and magnify him
for ever.

O ye winds of God, bless ye the Lord.
O ye fire and heat, bless ye the Lord.
O ye winter and summer, bless ye the Lord: praise him, and magnify him
for ever.

O ye dews, and frosts, bless ye the Lord.
O ye frost and cold, bless ye the Lord.
O ye ice and snow, bless ye the Lord: praise him, and magnify him for
ever.

O ye nights, and days, bless ye the Lord.
O ye light and darkness, bless ye the Lord.
O ye lightnings, and clouds, bless ye the Lord: praise him, and magnify
him for ever.

O let the earth bless the Lord.
O ye mountains, and hills, bless ye the Lord.
O all ye green things upon the earth, bless ye the Lord: praise him, and
magnify him for ever.

O ye wells, bless ye the Lord.
O ye seas, and floods, bless ye the Lord.
O ye whales, and all that move in the waters, bless ye the Lord: praise
him, and magnify him for ever.

All ye fowls of the air, bless ye the Lord.
O all ye beasts, and cattle, bless ye the Lord.
O ye children of men, bless ye the Lord: praise him, and magnify him
for ever.

O let Israel bless the Lord.
O ye priests of the Lord, bless ye the Lord.
O ye servants of the Lord, bless ye the Lord: praise him, and magnify
him for ever.

O ye spirits and souls of the righteous, bless ye the Lord.

10

25639 WA Matins service  13/3/13  09:56  Page 10



O ye holy and humble men of heart, bless ye the Lord.
O Ananias, Azarias, and Misael, bless ye the Lord: praise him, and
magnify him for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.

George Dyson (1883–1964) in F Song of the Three: 35–66

All sit. Captain Hugh Beard RN, Commanding Officer, HMS Westminster,
reads

THE SECOND LESSON

Romans 7: 21—8: 4

All stand. The choir sings

BENEDICTUS

BLESSED be the Lord God of Israel: for he hath visited, and
redeemed his people;

and hath raised up a mighty salvation for us: in the house of his servant
David;

as he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets: which have been since
the world began;

that we should be saved from our enemies: and from the hands of all
that hate us;

to perform the mercy promised to our forefathers: and to remember his
holy covenant;

to perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham: that he
would give us;

that we being delivered out of the hands of our enemies: might serve
him without fear;
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in holiness and righteousness before him: all the days of our life.
And thou, child, shalt be called the Prophet of the highest: for thou shalt
go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways;

to give knowledge of salvation unto his people: for the remission of
their sins,

through the tender mercy of our God: whereby the day-spring from on
high hath visited us;

to give light to them that sit in darkness, and in the shadow of death: and
to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.

Henry Purcell (1659–95) in B flat St Luke 1: 68–79
Organist of Westminster Abbey 1679–95

All face east and say together

THE APOSTLES’ CREED:

I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth:

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead,
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Officiant and Choir sing

THE LESSER LITANY

The Lord be with you;
and with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

All kneel.

LORD, have mercy upon us.Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

OUR Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but
deliver us from evil. Amen.

THE RESPONSES

OLORD, shew thy mercy upon us.
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the Queen.
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
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Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people.
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us.
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

John Barnard (fl 1648)

The Officiant sings

THE COLLECTS

of the day, of Lent, for Peace, for Grace:

WE beseech thee, Almighty God, mercifully to look upon thy
people; that by thy great goodness they may be governed and

preserved evermore, both in body and soul; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast
made, and dost forgive the sins of all them that are penitent; create

and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we worthily lamenting our
sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of thee, the God
of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

O GOD, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in
knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life, whose service is

perfect freedom; defend us thy humble servants in all assaults of our
enemies; that we, surely trusting in thy defence, may not fear the power
of any adversaries, through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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OLORD, our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting God, who
hast safely brought us to the beginning of this day; defend us in

the same with thy mighty power; and grant that this day we fall into no
sin, neither run into any kind of danger; but that all our doings may be
ordered by thy governance, to do always that is righteous in thy sight;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Officiant says

THE PRAYERS FOR THE ROYAL FAMILY
and FOR MEMBERS OF THE ORDER OF THE BATH

All say:

THE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.

All stand to sing
THE HYMN

during which a collection is taken; the money from today’s services
will be divided equally between The International Refugee Trust

(supporting development and aid projects for refugees and internally
displaced people overseas) and the work of the Abbey

NOWmy soul, thy voice upraising,
tell in sweet and mournful strain

how the crucified, enduring
grief and wounds, and dying pain,

freely of his love was offered,
sinless was for sinners slain.
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See, his hands and feet are fastened!
so he makes his people free;

not a wound whence blood is flowing
but a fount of grace shall be;

yea, the very nails which nail him
nail us also to the tree.

Jesu, may those precious fountains
drink to thirsting souls afford;

let them be our cup and healing,
and at length our full reward:

so a ransomed world shall ever
praise thee, its redeeming Lord.

Rhuddlan 490 NEH 88 NEH
in Edward Jones’s Prome vocem, mens, canoram
Musical Relicks of Welsh Bards 1800 Claude de Santeuil (1628–84)

translated by Henry Williams Baker (1821–77)

THE SERMON

The Venerable Dr Jane Hedges, Canon in Residence

All kneel or remain seated for

THE PRAYERS

THE BLESSING

Music after the service, during which the Colour of HMS Westminster is
returned:

Fantasia in C minor BWV 562i Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)

Details of all Abbey Services are available at the Abbey website:
www.westminster-abbey.org
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