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24th March 1874
Sir,

The news of the death of Dr. Livingstone having been confirmed by recent
letters from Zanzibar, the Council of the Royal Geographical Society have
charged me with the duty of expressing to you their earnest desire that the
remains of this great African traveller and philanthropist may be interred
in Westminster Abbey. In this desire I need scarcely say that I heartily
concur and I believe and trust that you will agree with us that in consenting
to give, in the revered national edifice under your charge, a last resting
place to the body of this heroic traveller you will be meeting the wishes of
the nation at large.

We have been informed by Her Majesty’s Government that they have sent
orders to Zanzibar for the conveyance of the body to England at the public
expense, but I am not at present able to give you the date at which it may
be expected to arrive. It is probable that news of its embarkation and
progress will be telegraphed from Aden and Egypt, and this will give
ample time for making all necessary arrangements regarding the interment.

I have the honour to be
Sir
Your most obedient Servant
H.B. Frere
President

Letter to The Very Reverend Arthur Stanley, Dean of Westminster 1864–1881
from Sir H. Bartle Frere (1815–1884)

President of the Royal Geographical Society 1873–1874

Sketch of Dr Livingstone’s funeral from The Illustrated London News
18th April 1874
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Music before the service:

Peter Holder, Organ Scholar, plays:

Meditation on Brother James’s Air Harold Darke (1888–1976)

Choral (iv) from Sonata in C minor Percy Whitlock (1903–1946)

The Secretary of State for Scotland and the Representative of the First
Minister of Scotland are received at the Great West Door by the Dean and
Chapter of Westminster, and are conducted to their seats.

The Lord Mayor of Westminster is received at the Great West Door by the
Dean and Chapter of Westminster, and is conducted to her seat. All stand,
and then sit.

Her Excellency Joyce Banda, President of Malawi, is received at the Great
West Door by the Dean and Chapter of Westminster, and is conducted to
her seat. All stand, and then sit.
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ORDER OF SERVICE

All stand. The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of Westminster, gives

THE BIDDING

ON the bicentenary of his birth, we gather to remember and to give
thanks for the life of David Livingstone, missionary, traveller, and

philanthropist. We honour a Scot of humble origins, but clear
determination and courage. 140 years after his death, he remains respected
throughout these islands, and especially in Africa, where, for thirty years,
he laboured to spread the Gospel, to explore the land’s secrets, and to map
what he discovered. Treating all people as his equals, he worked to abolish
the slave trade in Africa.

We gather at his grave, giving thanks for the devotion of the faithful hands
which brought his body by land and sea here, to the centre of the nave of
Westminster Abbey, for burial in this holy place, amongst kings and
queens and many of the leading men and women of these islands and their
international influence.

May our solemn ceremony of remembrance serve to strengthen the ties of
history and mutual service that bind us together in the Commonwealth.

All sit. Douglas Hay, Former CWM (LMS) Missionary in Botswana and
Governor of the Scottish National Memorial to David Livingstone Trust,
reads

ISAIAH 35:1–10

THE wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the
desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom

abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon
shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see
the glory of the LORD, and the excellency of our God. Strengthen ye the
weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. Say to them that are of a fearful
heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance,
even God with a recompense; he will come and save you. Then the eyes
of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.
Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall
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sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert.
And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs
of water: in the habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with
reeds and rushes. And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall
be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall
be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein. No
lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not
be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there: And the ransomed of
the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy
upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and
sighing shall flee away.

All remain seated for

A REFLECTION
by

The Right Honourable The Lord McConnell of Glenscorrodale

THE ADDRESS
by

The Right Reverend Albert Bogle
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland

All remain seated. The Dean reads:

IF a visitant from another planet were to look over the surface of this
earth; nay, if we ourselves cast a glance at the map of the globe, it might

seem as if it was a vast system of impassable barriers; walls of partition
mountains high, reaching to the clouds; rivers which have become the very
type of the gulf of death itself; oceans with their illimitable, ‘dissociable’
expanse of waters—all the varieties of climate, race, customs, which make
every change irksome, every step in advance a peril. Add to this the deeply
rooted instinct of the human mind, which binds each man to his family and
his country, which attaches him to the haunts of his childhood, to the tombs
of his fathers, to all the endearing associations and ennobling glories that
make ‘home’ one of the most sacred of human words, and patriotism one
of the most exalting of human virtues.
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Yet, as if to meet these natural difficulties, to enlarge these contracted
feelings, there is a countervailing instinct planted in the heart of man,
which has proved sufficient not only to surmount all obstacles, but, in
surmounting them, to give birth to new virtues; to link the human race
together by bonds as much stronger than the barriers which keep them
asunder as spirit is stronger than matter, as knowledge is stronger than
ignorance, as love is stronger than hatred.

In few men has been developed in a stronger, more persistent form, that
passion which we just now analysed, for penetrating into the unknown
regions of the earth. His indomitable resolution has revealed to us, for the
first time, that vast waste of Central Africa which, to the contemplation of
the geographer, has literally been transformed from a howling wilderness
into ‘the glory of Lebanon’. ‘The parched ground’ has, in his hands,
‘become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water’. The blank of
‘Unexplored Regions’ which, in every earlier map, occupied the heart of
Africa, is now disclosed to us, adorned with those magnificent forests; that
chain of lakes, glittering (to use the native expression) like ‘stars’ in the
desert; those falls, more splendid, we are told, even than Niagara, which
no eye of man had before beheld—where, above the far-resounding
thunder of the cataract and the flying comets of snow-white foam, and
amidst the steaming columns of the ever-ascending spray, on the bright
rainbows arching over the cloud, the natives had for ages seen the glorious
emblem of the everlasting Deity—the Unchangeable seated enthroned
above the changeable. To his untiring exertions, continued down to the
very last efforts of exhausted nature, we owe the gradual limitation of the
basin within which, at last, must be found the hidden fountains that have
lured on traveller after traveller, and hitherto baffled them all.

from a sermon preached The Very Reverend Arthur Penrhyn Stanley
at Westminster Abbey on 19th April 1874, (1815–1881)
being the Sunday after Dr Livingstone’s burial Dean of Westminster 1864–1881

All stand for

THE WREATHLAYING

A wreath is laid by Her Excellency Joyce Banda, President of Malawi.

A wreath is laid by Mary Dick-Smith, Elspeth Murdoch, and Neil J Wilson,
great-grandchildren of Dr David Livingstone.
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Tom Greatrex MP reads

PSALM 121

I WILL lift up mine eyes unto the hills: from whence cometh my help.My help cometh even from the Lord: who hath made heaven and earth.
He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: and he that keepeth thee will not
sleep.

Behold, he that keepeth Israel: shall neither slumber nor sleep.
The Lord himself is thy keeper: the Lord is thy defence upon thy right
hand.

So that the sun shall not burn thee by day: neither the moon by night.
The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: yea, it is even he that shall keep
thy soul.

The Lord shall preserve thy going out, and thy coming in: from this time
forth for evermore.

Pipe Major Roger Huth, Scots Guards (Retired), plays

The Fair Maid of Barra

All sit or kneel. The Reverend Michael Macey, Minor Canon and
Precentor, leads

THE PRAYERS

LET us praise almighty God for David Livingstone, and pray that wemight be inspired by his example and his legacy.

The Right Honourable The Lord Steel of Aikwood KT KBE says:

WE give thanks for David Livingstone’s thirst for learning; for his
capacious vision, courage and determination; and for his strength of

character and spirit of adventure.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The Right Reverend Dr James Tengatenga, Bishop of Southern Malawi,
says:

WEgive thanks for David Livingstone’s vision of the Gospel; for his
commitment to the equality of all people and races before God; for

his sense of duty, and his insistence on humanity’s shared dignity in Jesus
Christ.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Right Honourable Michael Moore MP, Secretary of State for Scotland,
says:

WEgive thanks for David Livingstone’s commitment to, and interest
in, different cultures; for his observation of the natural world, his

humility in the face of new discovery, and his profound medical legacy.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Humza Yousaf MSP, Minister for External Affairs and International
Development, says:

WEpray for those who continue Livingstone’s work today; for all who
continue to explore the natural world; for those who offer medical

expertise and care where it is most needed, and for those whose work
preserves and protects the unique value of each human life.

Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

The Reverend Mercy Chilapula, Moderator of Blantyre Synod, says :

WE pray for those who seek the harmony and mutual enrichment of
different cultures; for those who pursue justice and reconciliation

throughout the world; for those communities inspired by Livingstone’s
memory; for bonds of peace and friendship throughout the
Commonwealth.

Lord, hear us.
Lord graciously hear us.
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The Precentor concludes:

All these prayers we offer to the father in the words our Saviour Christ has
taught us:

OUR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

All stand. The Dean pronounces

THE BLESSING

UNTOGod’s gracious mercy and protection we commit you. The Lord
bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you,

and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up the light of his countenance
upon you and give you peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you
always. Amen.

Music after the service:

Allabreve in D BWV 589 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)

Members of the Congregation are requested to remain in their places
until invited to move by the Stewards.
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A retiring collection is taken for The HALO Trust

Were Livingstone to embark now on the journeys he undertook in the 19th
century, he would find that much has changed. While the Zambezi
remains largely unnavigable, there are now roads and railways, and slavery
has all but vanished. However, nobody attempting to walk from Luanda
to Quelimane could fail to notice the new scourge of landmines which
sprang up across much of “Livingstone country” in the late 20th century.
Modern-dayAngola, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe are all battling with the
problem, which is claiming lives and holding back trade and development.
The HALO Trust, a Scottish based charity, has been dealing with this
scourge for the last 25 years. HALO’s mine clearance programme in
southern Africa has returned thousands of hectares of land to productive
use and has opened hundreds of kilometres of mined roads. It is
impossible to quantify the lives saved, but HALO’s locally trained
deminers, the majority from the affected districts, have cleared well over
100,000 mines. The provision of steady, well-respected jobs to 1,000
people in Mozambique andAngola has helped to raise rural families out of
poverty. Further information may be found at www.halotrust.org.
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