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THE KOREANWAR (1950–53)

After the end of the SecondWorldWar, Korea was divided as a temporary
expedient along the line of the 38th parallel of latitude. Communist forces
occupied the North and the United States the South.

Elections supervised by the United Nations led to the establishment of an
independent Republic in the South in 1948. The United Nations electoral
commission was refused entry to the North.

On 25th June 1950, the North Koreans invaded the South and a war that was
to last for more than three years commenced. From this opening point, the
Security Council authorised and requested armed assistance for South Korea
from member countries.Twenty-two states promised contingents. It was a
unique military operation by the United Nations which has never been
repeated.TheAmerican General Douglas MacArthur, Supreme Commander
of the wartime occupation force in Japan, was appointed Commander-in-
Chief of the naval, land, and air contributions placed at his disposal.

Some 100,000 British troops served in Korea, many of them National
Servicemen, together with Commonwealth forces from Australia, Canada,
India, New Zealand, and South Africa. Overall, the United Nations forces
suffered 142,000 casualties. The United States losses alone over the three
years of combat were close to those they sustained during the whole ten
years of theVietnam conflict.

Losses by the South Koreans were even more severe and exceeded one
million people, military and civilians.

An armistice was finally signed on 27th July 1953 ordering a cease-fire
along the battle lines. Due to the fact that all negotiations since for a formal
peace treaty between the two nations have failed, the Peninsula remains
divided roughly along the 38th parallel. The authority for this separation
depends solely upon the armistice terms agreed between the respective
commanders-in-chief.
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The Church is served by a hearing loop. Users should turn their hearing aid to the setting marked T.

Photography, filming,and sound recording are not allowed in the Abbey at any time. Please ensure
that mobile telephones, pagers, and other electronic devices are switched off.

The service is conducted byTheVery Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean ofWestminster.

The service is sung by the Westminster Abbey Special Service Choir, conducted by James O’Donnell,
Organist and Master of the Choristers.

The organ is played by Martin Ford,Assistant Organist.

The Pipes are played by Fusilier McKenzie, Royal Highland Fusiliers, 2nd Battalion, Royal
Regiment of Scotland.

Before the service, the Band of theWelsh Guards, directed by Lieutenant Colonel Stephen Barnwell,
Senior Director of Music, Household Division, plays:

Lascia ch’io pianga George Frideric Handel (1685–1759)
from Rinaldo HWV 7

Ave verum corpus Edward Elgar (1857–1934)

Berceuse Gabriel Fauré (1845–1924)
from Dolly Suite Op 56

Wachet auf! Felix Mendelssohn (1809–1847)
from Paulus Op 36

Rêverie L 68 Claude Debussy (1860–1918)

Consolation Jan de Haan (b 1951)

The Last Post and Reveille are played by Lance Corporal Stuart Laing from the Band of theWelsh
Guards.

Before the Service, Peter Holder, Organ Scholar, plays:

Prelude in C minor, BWV 546i Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)
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A lining party of branch standard bearers of the British KoreanVeterans Association moves to take
up its position outside the GreatWest Door.

The Minister of State for Defence Personnel, Welfare and Veterans is received at the Great West
Door by the Dean and Chapter ofWestminster. All remain seated.

His Excellency the Ambassador for Korea is received at the GreatWest Door by the Dean and
Chapter ofWestminster. All stand and then sit.

The Lord Mayor ofWestminster is received at the GreatWest Door by the Dean and Chapter of
Westminster and is conducted to her Stall in Quire. All stand and then sit.

An organ fanfare is sounded. All stand.

His Royal Highness The Duke of Gloucester is received at the GreatWest Door by the Dean and
Chapter ofWestminster.

Presentations are made.
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ORDER OF SERVICE
All remain standing to sing

THE HYMN

during which the Collegiate Procession, together with His Royal Highness The Duke of
Gloucester, moves to places in Quire and the Sacrarium. The Union Flag, the National

Standard of the British KoreanVeterans Association, and the Flag of the Republic of Korea are
processed through the Abbey and placed in the Sacrarium

PRAISE, my soul, the King of Heaven;
to his feet thy tribute bring.

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
who like me his praise should sing?
Praise him! Praise him!

Praise the everlasting King.

Praise him for his grace and favour
to our fathers in distress;

praise him still the same for ever,
slow to chide, and swift to bless
Praise him! Praise him!

Glorious in his faithfulness.

Father-like, he tends and spares us;
well our feeble frame he knows;

in his hands he gently bears us,
rescues us from all our foes.
Praise him! Praise him!

Widely as his mercy flows.

Angels, help us to adore him;
ye behold him face to face;

sun and moon, bow down before him;
dwellers all in time and space.
Praise him! Praise him!

Praise with us the God of grace.

Praise, my soul 436 NEH Henry Francis Lyte (1793–1847)
John Goss (1800–80) after Psalm 103
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All remain standing.The Dean gives

THE BIDDING

SIXTY years after the end of hostilities in Korea, we meet to thank God for thearmistice and to pray for a lasting peace on the Korean peninsula.

Many gathered here vividly remember the three-year war. Well-established links
between our two nations mean that Korean place names are no longer strange: Seoul,
Busan, P’yongyang. But to the soldiers, such places mean much more: for these were
the hills over which they fought.

We recall that the KoreanWar was fought by the United Nations: by the end of the war
no fewer than twenty-four nations had taken part. We give thanks for collaboration
between the nations.

The loss of life and the devastation wrought on the Korean Peninsula were terrible. But
the overall number counts little for the individuals concerned and for their relatives.
Each life lost is of equal importance. So we shall remember all those who lost their
lives and their relatives, and all those who still suffer as a result of war, especially the
members of the British KoreanVeterans Association.

But first let us keep a moment’s silence and remember that we come into the presence
of almighty God, who loves us all equally.

Silence is kept.

The Dean continues:

Out of the darkness of a divided world we cry to thee, O God. Let not the hopes of
men perish, nor the sacrifice of men be in vain. Turn to thyself the hearts of rulers and
peoples, that a new world may arise where they may live as thy children in the bond of
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

All sit for

THE ADDRESS

by

Major General Mike Swindells CB
National President, BKVA
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All stand to sing
THE HYMN

ETERNAL Father, strong to save,
whose arm hath bound the

restless wave,
who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep
its own appointed limits keep;

O hear us when we cry to thee,
for those in peril on the sea.

O Christ, the Universal Lord,
who suffered death by nails and sword,

from all assault of deadly foe
sustain thy soldiers where they go;

and evermore hold in thy hand
all those in peril on the land.

O Holy Spirit, Lord of grace
who fills with strength the human race;

inspire mankind to know the right,
guide all who dare the eagle’s flight;

and underneath thy wings of care
guard all from peril in the air.

OTrinity of love and power!
our brethren shield in danger’s hour;

from rock and tempest, fire and foe,
protect them wheresoe’er they go;

thus evermore shall rise toThee,
praise from the air, the land and sea.

Melita 354 NEH WilliamWhiting (1825–78)
John Bacchus Dykes (1823–76)
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All sit. Colonel George Gadd OBE, National Chairman, BKVA, reads

ISAIAH 25: 1–9

OLORD, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will praise thy name; for thou hast
done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. For thou hast

made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no more, it
will never be rebuilt. Therefore strong peoples will glorify thee; cities of ruthless
nations will fear thee. For thou hast been a stronghold to the poor, a stronghold to the
needy in his distress, a shelter from the storm and a shade from the heat; for the blast
of the ruthless is like a storm against a wall, like heat in a dry place. Thou dost subdue
the noise of the aliens; as heat by the shade of a cloud, so the song of the ruthless is
stilled. On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of fat
things, a feast of wine on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wine on the lees well
refined. And he will destroy on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples,
the veil that is spread over all nations. He will swallow up death for ever, and the Lord
God will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take
away from all the earth; for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, “Lo, this
is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us.This is the Lord; we have
waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

All remain seated.The Choir sings

PSALM 121

IWILL lift up mine eyes unto the hills: from whence cometh my help.
My help cometh even from the Lord: who hath made heaven and earth.

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: and he that keepeth thee will not sleep.
Behold, he that keepeth Israel: shall neither slumber nor sleep.
The Lord himself is thy keeper: the Lord is thy defence upon thy right hand;
so that the sun shall not burn thee by day: neither the moon by night.
The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: yea, it is even he that shall keep thy soul.
The Lord shall preserve thy going out, and thy coming in: from this time forth for
evermore.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

William McKie (1901–83),
Organist ofWestminster Abbey 1941–63
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All remain seated. The Right Honourable Mark Francois MP, Minister of State for Defence
Personnel, Welfare and Veterans, reads

EPHESIANS 6: 10–18

FINALLY, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole
armour of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For

we are not contending against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the
powers, against the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of
wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take the whole armour of God, that you
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore,
having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness,
and having shod your feet with the equipment of the gospel of peace; besides all these,
taking the shield of faith, with which you can quench all the flaming darts of the evil
one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word
of God. Pray at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.To that end keep
alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints.

All remain seated. His Excellency Sungnam Lim, Korean Ambassador to the Court of St James,
reads

A PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE

from

Park Geun-hye
President of the Republic of Korea

THE ACT OF REMEMBRANCE

All stand. The Choir sings:

THEY shall grow not old as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn.

At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,
We will remember them.

Douglas Guest (1916–1996) Laurence Binyon (1869–1943)
Organist ofWestminster Abbey 1963–81
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All remain standing. Barry Tunnicliffe, Vice President, BKVA Birmingham Branch, reads

ABSENTVETERANS

WOULD that you could wander still
Through grassy fields, by wooded hill

When morning bird-song fills the air
And yet another spring is here.

If only you could still feel the sun
Upon your face when winter’s done,
And smell sweet-scented flowers fair
When yet another summer’s here.

But Fate decided otherwise
And you, beneath Korean skies,
A gallant band of comrades lie,
Your duty done, your merit high.

No changing seasons can erase
That once familiar name, that face
Which comes and lingers in each though
Of those with whom we lived and fought.

David Lidstone (1920–2004)
Private,The Gloucestershire Regiment

The Dean says:

ALMIGHTY God, into thy hands we commend the souls of those who laid down
their lives for the cause of freedom; praying that thou wouldst grant them the

joys of thine eternal kingdom, and, to all who mourn them, fortitude of spirit and
constant faith in the power of thy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Piper plays:
The Flowers of the Forest Traditional Scottish melody

in the Skene Manuscript c 1615

during which Major General Sir Peter Downward KCVO CB DSO DFC, Patron, BKVA, and His
Excellency the Ambassador of the Republic of Korea move to theWest End of the Church to lay
wreaths on the grave of the UnknownWarrior.

Silence is kept.

The Last Post is sounded.

Silence is kept.

Reveille is sounded.

All sit.The Choir sings

THE ANTHEM

BEFORE the mountains were brought forth, or ever the earth and the world were
made: thou art God from everlasting, and world without end.

Thou turnest man to destruction: again thou sayest, Come again, ye children of men.
For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday: seeing that is past as a watch in
the night.

As soon as thou scatterest them they are even as a sleep: and fade away suddenly like
the grass.

In the morning it is green, and groweth up: but in the evening it is cut down, dried up,
and withered.

For we consume away in thy displeasure: and are afraid at thy wrathful indignation.
The years of our age are three score years and ten; and though men be so strong that
they come to four score years: yet is their strength but labour and sorrow.

Turn thee again, O Lord, at the last: Be gracious unto thy servants.
O satisfy us with thy mercy, and that soon.
Lord, thou hast been our refuge: from one generation to another.
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever the earth and the world were made:
thou art God from everlasting, and world without end.
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And the glorious Majesty of the Lord be upon us: prosper thou, O prosper thou the
work of our hands, O prosper thou our handy-work.

O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast,
and our eternal home.

RalphVaughanWilliams (1872–1958) Psalm 90: 1–7, 10a, 13–14a, 17
and IsaacWatts (1674–1748)

All kneel or remain seated. The Venerable Dr Jane Hedges, Canon in Residence, leads

THE PRAYERS
Let us pray.

HEAVENLY Father, we offer our prayers for the British Korean Veterans
Association; for its work among those injured in the hostilities, and among those

widowed; and for its endeavour through scholarships and other programmes to foster
understanding and co-operation between the peoples of the United Kingdom and of
the Korean Peninsula. Bless all who labour for the healing of wounds and the
restoration of good-will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

William Anthony Stevens, Veteran, Royal Corps of Signals, says:

ALMIGHTY God, we commend to thy mercy those killed in battle or as prisoners
of war, and those mortally wounded in the KoreanWar. Grant them thy peace,

and work in them the good purpose of thy perfect will. Rest eternal grant unto them,
and let perpetual light shine upon them. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Charlotte O’Kane, Executive Committee member, BKVA, and wife of Henry O’Kane RUR, former
Prisoner ofWar, says:

WEremember before thee those who mourn loved ones killed in the KoreanWar.
Grant them the consolation of thy love and the strength of faith and trust in

thee. We who survive give thanks for our preservation and the abiding bonds of
comradeship forged in those years. We ask for thy blessing on the work of the
International Federation of KoreanWarVeterans Associations; to the glory of thy holy
name. Amen.
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Lieutenant General Andrew Gregory CB, Chief of Defence Personnel, says:

WEoffer our prayers to thee, O God, for the peoples of the Korean Peninsula,
that the shadow may pass from them. May the sufferings of divided families

and a divided land be brought to an end by reunification in peace and brotherhood for
the good of all. We pray to thee for those who still suffer from the years of war, that
they may be given strength to bear their afflictions.We ask this through the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Reverend Michael Macey, Minor Canon and Precentor, concludes:

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:

OUR Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name.

Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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All stand to sing

THE HYMN

during which the Union Flag, the National Standard of the BKVA,
and the flag of the Republic of Korea are returned to their bearers, and
a lining party of branch standard bearers of the BKVA moves to take

up its position in the Cloisters

GUIDE me, O thou great Redeemer,
pilgrim through this barren land;

I am weak, but thou art mighty;
hold me with thy powerful hand:
Bread of heaven,
feed me till I want no more.

Open now the crystal fountain
whence the healing stream doth flow;

let the fiery cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through:
strong Deliverer,
be thou still my strength and shield.

When I tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside;

Death of death, and hell’s Destruction,
land me safe on Canaan’s side:
songs of praises
I will ever give to thee.

Cwm Rhondda 368 NEH WilliamWilliams (1717–91)
John Hughes (1873–1932) translated by PeterWilliams (1727–96) and others
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All remain standing for

THE ACT OF REDEDICATION

The Reverend JonathanWoodhouse QHC, Chaplain General, says:

SOME there be who have no memorial.They lie buried in peace, but their name liveth for evermore.
Not one of them is forgotten before God.
Not one of them is forgotten before God.

The Dean says:

Let us rededicate ourselves to building a world in which there is justice and peace for
all, and where women, men, and children live a life of full human dignity.

All say together:

LORD God our Father, we pledge ourselves
to serve thee and all people

in the cause of justice and peace,
and for the relief of want and suffering.
Guide us by thy Spirit;
give us wisdom, courage, vision, hope;
and keep us faithful to our calling now and always,
for the honour of thy name. Amen.

All remain standing. The Dean pronounces

THE BLESSING

THE Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be
gracious unto you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace;

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among
you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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All remain standing to sing

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM

GOD save our gracious Queen,
Long live our noble Queen,

God saveThe Queen.
Send her victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us:
God saveThe Queen.

Thesaurus Musicus
arranged by Gordon Jacob (1895–1984)

The Union Flag, the National Standard of the BKVA, and the flag of the Republic of Korea are
borne to theWest End of the Church.

The Procession of the Collegiate Body moves to theWest End of the Church.

The Dean escorts His Royal Highness The Duke of Gloucester to the GreatWest Door.

Music after the service:

The Assistant Organist plays:

Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr Georg Böhm (1661–1733)

The Band of theWelsh Guards plays:

Salute the Soldier Eric Coates (1886–1957)

The Bells of the Abbey Church are rung.

Members of the congregation are requested to remain in their places
until directed to move by the Stewards.

A retiring collection is taken for the benevolent funds of the Sea, Land, and Air Forces.
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THE UNITED NATIONS INTHE KOREANWAR

with
The Republic of Korea
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Australia
Belgium
Canada
Colombia
Denmark
Ethiopia
France
Greece
India
Italy

Luxembourg

The Netherlands
New Zealand
Norway

The Philippines
South Africa
Sweden
Thailand
Turkey

The United Kingdom
The United States
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