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THE CITY OF WESTMINSTER

Westminster first achieved the status of a city in 1540 when, for only ten
years, it became a bishopric. Its first recorded civic administration dates
from 1585, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth I, when an Act authorised the
establishment of a Court of Burgesses ‘for the good government of the City
of Westminster’.

While Queen Elizabeth I was creating mayors elsewhere in England, she
was concerned that a mayor in Westminster might challenge the authority of
the monarch in her own capital city, and she therefore appointed instead the
High Steward of Westminster Abbey as Chairman of her newly created
Court of Burgesses. The first High Steward to chair the new Court of
Burgesses was the Queen’s First Minister, William Cecil, Lord Burleigh.

The Court of Burgesses was an administrative body which dealt with public
health and morality, planning permissions, the prevention and punishment
of crime, and the regulation of weights and measures. It comprised twelve
Burgesses appointed by the Dean—one for each ward.

However, when the London Government Act of 1899 created twenty-eight
Metropolitan Borough Councils, each having an elected Mayor, Aldermen,
and Councillors, the authority of the Dean and the High Steward in secular
affairs ceased.

The last High Steward who was also effectively Mayor was Lord Salisbury,
who was then also Prime Minister. The Duke of Norfolk was the first
Mayor of Westminster. On 29th October 1900, a Royal Charter confirmed
the status of Westminster as a city.

Since 1935, in order to preserve this historic link between Westminster
Abbey and the City Council, the High Steward (the Abbey’s senior Lay
Officer) has each year appointed the current Mayor of Westminster as
Deputy High Steward of Westminster.

The new City of Westminster, incorporating the Boroughs of Paddington
and St Marylebone, was constituted by Royal Charter on 1st April 1965. The
following year, The Queen granted the First Citizen the style and dignity of
Lord Mayor.

To recognise these links between Westminster Abbey and the City Council,
the Dean and Chapter welcomes annually the new Lord Mayor of
Westminster, the Deputy High Steward, in State to the Civic Service.
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THE LORD MAYOR

Councillor Sarah Richardson was elected to the Council in 2002 and is a
Member for Churchill Ward in Pimlico. She is the youngest woman ever to
be elected to the office of Lord Mayor.

From 2010–13, Sarah chaired the Westminster Scrutiny Commission and the
Adult Services and Health Policy Scrutiny Commission, which has been
recognised nationally for its investigations into lost cancer referrals and for
promoting patient safety.

As Cabinet Member for Children’s Services from 2006–09, Sarah introduced
the pioneering Family Recovery Programme, which aims to strengthen
families, reduce crime and disorder, reduce duplication of resources, and
reduce long-term costs to public services. By pooling budgets and assigning
wrap-around teams to families with multiple problems, the project has
delivered positive outcomes for children and adults who were formerly
trapped in a cycle of unemployment, domestic violence, and ill health. It is
an approach now recognised and promoted by national government.

Sarah also oversaw the establishment of four academies and one foundation
school in Westminster, and was particularly involved in the rebuilding of and
the appointment of new leadership at Pimlico Academy. She continues to be
a school governor.

Sarah was Cabinet Member for Leisure and Lifelong Learning between 2004
and 2006, pushing through plans for the new Pimlico Library and Little
Venice Sports Centre. She has also served as a non-executive director of
Westminster Primary Care Trust.

Sarah Richardson combines her council role with her career as an award-
winning strategic consultant for Edelman, the world’s largest public relations
company. She specialises in corporate reputation, crisis communications,
community engagement, infrastructure and public health, and providing
senior counsel for CEOs, global brands and not-for-profits. A former
journalist and commissioning editor on the Evening Standard, Sarah has also
worked for The Telegraph, The Times, The Guardian, The Independent and
Vogue.
A former English Speaking Union Scholar, Sarah has worked in politics both
in Westminster and in the United States Congress. In 2008, Sarah was made
a Fellow of the British American Project (BAP). Fellowships are presented
annually to “exceptional young people from each side of the Atlantic who
have achieved distinction in their fields”. BAP Fellows are selected on the
basis of service to their communities, as well as professional achievements.

Sarah is married to Damian Collins, the Member of Parliament for
Folkestone and Hythe and her Consort for this year. A former junior
international fencer and British under-20s Women’s Foil Champion, she now
keeps fit marking their two young children.
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THE LORD MAYOR’S CHARITY

During her year in office, the Lord Mayor is supporting The Sir Simon
Milton Foundation, which has been set up to honour the memory of Sir
Simon, a former Leader of Westminster City Council who served as
Chairman of the Local Government Association and later as Deputy Mayor
of London until his death at the age of 49 in 2011. Simon was also a loving
godfather to Sarah’s son, Hugo.

The Foundation will continue delivering Simon’s vision of a caring city that
offers opportunity for all, and builds on the success of his pioneering “One
City” policy, a landmark initiative which had at its heart the aim of
encouraging business to prosper, providing young people with jobs and
training, and ensuring that older residents were looked after and involved in
a community that valued their contribution. To that end, three main projects
are being pursued:

Sir Simon Milton University Technical College

Within two years, the Foundation plans to open a world-class Technical
College for the next generation of leading engineers. It will provide young
people with the education needed for a career in engineering, or a clear path
towards a university degree. Supported by the University of Westminster,
the Mayor of London, Network Rail, BT and Land Securities, this facility
could help change the lives of 500 students every year.

Education and training

The Foundation intends to provide financial grants to young people who
wish to access training or education to better themselves, but who cannot
afford the costs. The Foundation’s work will offer a direct opportunity for
young people from disadvantaged backgrounds to change their lives. In the
first year of the Foundation, it is hoped that ten people will be helped.
Working with learners and employers, the Foundation will also support a
new Employability Passport, which will increase young people’s
employability skills and bridge the world of the classroom and that of work.
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Supporting older people

Sir Simon’s vision was succinct: “More personal choice and control,
personal dignity and the chance to make a positive contribution”. The
Foundation wishes to bring that to life by supporting a range of exciting
initiatives to ensure that older residents are involved and cared for while
living active, independent lives. A good example is ‘Silver Sunday’, an
annual day of free events and activities for older people held every October.
The day aims to help older people to get out and about, try new activities,
and meet new people, with the aim of combatting loneliness. The next
Silver Sunday will be held in the Tri-Borough on 6th October 2013. The
Foundation’s ultimate ambition is to get everyone in the UK involved on the
first Sunday of October, so that older people across the country can look
forward to a day to celebrate.

www.sirsimonmiltonfoundation.com

THE LORD MAYOR’S CHAPLAIN

The Reverend Joanna Jepson is an Anglican Priest who has served in
parishes in Chester, Fulham, and Southsea. In 2006, she became the first
chaplain to the London College of Fashion where she developed a
programme of creative exhibitions, debates and summer schools to engage
designers, educators, students and faith representatives in conversation
about faith, fashion and identity.

Joanna’s personal story of recovery from major reconstructive facial surgery
in her teens has enabled her to become an enthusiastic supporter and
ambassador for charities including Changing Faces, Disability Awareness
UK, and, most recently, Prospects. In 2012 Joanna was invited to run a life
skills programme for a group of inmates at Louisiana State Penitentiary,
where she trained and coached inmate mentors and their mentees.

This year Joanna will be launching The Empty Hanger, a resource for
schools and youth groups, developed in partnership with the Bible Society.
Along with her regular contribution to BBC Radio 2’s Pause for Thought,
Joanna also writes for several newspapers and magazines, and speaks at
conferences in Europe, Africa, and the United States.
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WESTMINSTER ABBEY
An architectural masterpiece of the 13th to 16th centuries, Westminster Abbey
also presents a unique pageant of British history—the shrine of St Edward
the Confessor, the tombs of kings and queens, and countless memorials to
the famous and the great. It has been the setting for every coronation since
1066, and for numerous other royal occasions. Today it is still a church
dedicated to regular worship and to the celebration of great events in the life
of the nation. Neither a cathedral nor a parish church, Westminster Abbey
is a Royal Peculiar under the jurisdiction of a Dean and Chapter, subject
only to the Sovereign.
In the 1040s, King Edward (later St Edward the Confessor), last of the
Anglo-Saxon kings, established his royal palace by the banks of the River
Thames on land known as Thorney Island, re-endowing the existing
Benedictine monastery of the island, and building a large Romanesque
church. This church became known as the “west minster” to distinguish it
from St Paul’s Cathedral (the east minster) in the City of London.
Edward’s Abbey survived for two centuries until the middle of the 13th
century, when King Henry III decided to rebuild it in the new Gothic style
of architecture. Westminster Abbey was designed to be not only a great
monastery and place of worship, but also a place for the coronation and
burial of monarchs.
It was natural that Henry III should wish to translate the body of the saintly
Edward the Confessor into a more magnificent tomb behind the High Altar.
This shrine survives, and around it are buried a cluster of medieval kings
and their consorts. The Abbey contains some 600 monuments and wall
tablets—the most important collection of monumental sculpture anywhere
in the country—and over three thousand people are buried here.
Little remains of the original medieval stained glass, once one of the
Abbey’s chief glories. The Great West Window and the Rose Window in
the North Transept date from the early 18th century, but the remainder of the
glass dates from the 19th century onwards.
Queen Elizabeth I, buried in the Lady Chapel, refounded the Abbey in 1560
as a Collegiate Church, a Royal Peculiar exempt from the jurisdiction of
bishops and with the Sovereign as its Visitor. In place of the monastic
community, a Collegiate body of a Dean and Prebendaries, Minor Canons
and a lay staff was established and charged with the task of continuing the
tradition of daily worship (for which a musical foundation of choristers,
singing men and organist was provided), and with the education of forty
Scholars who formed the nucleus of what is now Westminster School (one
of the country’s leading independent schools). In addition, the Dean and
Chapter were responsible for much of the civil government of Westminster,
a role which was only fully relinquished in the early 20th century. Thus the
Abbey was reshaped and newly patterned to discharge a distinctive, yet
worshipful role in a modern age.
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The whole of the church is served by a hearing loop. Users should turn
their hearing aid to the setting marked T.

Photography, filming, and sound recording are not allowed in the Abbey at
any time. Please ensure that mobile telephones, pagers, and other electronic
devices are switched off.

The service is sung by the Choir of Westminster Abbey, conducted by James
O’Donnell, Organist and Master of the Choristers.

The organ is played by Martin Ford, Assistant Organist.

Before the service, Peter Holder, Organ Scholar, plays:

Concerto in G BWV 592 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)
i. Allegro after Johann Ernst (1696–1715)
ii. Grave
iii. Presto

Schafe können sicher weiden Johann Sebastian Bach
fromWas mir behagt,
ist nur die muntre Jagd

Sursum corda Edward Elgar (1857–1934)
arr Edwin Lemare (1866–1934)

Chanson de Matin Edward Elgar
_________________________________________________________

Before the service the ‘Laetatus Bell’ is tolled. Its inscription runs:

LAETATUS SUM
FLOREAT CIVITAS: FLOREAT SENATUS

I was glad (Psalm 122: 1)
May the city flourish: May Parliament flourish

_________________________________________________________

The Guard of Honour is provided by Cadets from each of the Armed
Services, by kind agreement with Colonel Hugh Purcell OBE DL, Chief
Executive, Reserve Forces and Cadets Association of London, Cadets from
Westminster Police, by kind agreement with the Metropolitan Police, and
Cadets from St John Ambulance.
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Prior to the arrival of the Lord Mayor, a Procession, comprising the
Principal of King’s College London, Her Majesty’s Coroner for
Westminster, and a Representative Deputy Lieutenant for Westminster,
moves to places in Quire.

The Lord Mayor of Westminster, who attends the service in Civic State, is
received at the Great West Door by the Dean and Chapter of Westminster.
All stand.

The Procession of the Lord Mayor and Councillors of the City of
Westminster moves to places in Quire by the way of the South Quire Aisle.
All remain standing.
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ORDER OF SERVICE

All remain standing. The Choir sings

THE INTROIT

SING joyfully unto God our strength: sing loud unto the God of Jacob.
Take the song, and bring forth the timbrel: the pleasant harp, and

the viol.
Blow the trumpet in the new moon: even in the time appointed, and at our
feast-day.
For this is a statute for Israel: and a law of the God of Jacob.
William Byrd (c 1540–1623) Psalm 81: 1–4

All sing

THE HYMN

during which the Collegiate Procession
moves to places in the Quire and Sacrarium

‘LIFT up your hearts!’ We lift them, Lord, to thee;here at thy feet none other may we see;
‘Lift up your hearts!’ E’en so with one accord,
we lift them up, we lift them to the Lord.

Above the level of the former years,
the mire of sin, the weight of guilty fears,
the mist of doubt, the blight of love’s decay,
O Lord of light, lift all our hearts today!
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Above the swamps of subterfuge and shame,
the deeds, the thoughts, that honour may not name,
the halting tongue that dares not tell the whole,
O Lord of truth, lift every Christian soul!

Lift every gift that thou thyself hast given;
low lies the best till lifted up to heaven;
low lie the bounding heart, the teeming brain,
till, sent from God, they mount to God again.

Then, as the trumpet-call, in after years,
‘Lift up your hearts!’ rings pealing in our ears,
still shall those hearts respond, with full accord,
‘we lift them up, we lift them to the Lord!’

Woodlands 395 NEH 398 NEH
Walter Greatorex (1877–1949) Henry Montagu Butler (1833–1918)

All remain standing. The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of Westminster,
gives

THE BIDDING

MY Lord Mayor, Councillors, and Officers of Westminster City
Council, we welcome you with all those from the City of

Westminster and further afield who have come here to worship God today,
to Westminster Abbey for this Civic Service.

We come to this holy place, rich with its thousand-year tradition of Christian
worship; we come as Christians and adherents of the other great world
faiths; as those who are seeking and those who are doubting; we represent
the rich diversity of our common life in Westminster and beyond; we come
in harmony and peace together, rejoicing in our common humanity.

We come to thank God for the many blessings of life in this City and for
those who offer themselves for public service. We come knowing that we
never achieve our highest ambitions, and asking for strength still to strive
for the greater good. We come to pray for all the people of our City, our
nation, our world.
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We come to pray that our public life may be marked by imagination and
integrity, justice and compassion. We come to pray for all who live and
work in our City, that they may grow together in mutual understanding and
respect. We pray for those who teach and learn in the schools, colleges, and
Universities of our City. We pray for those serving in the Armed Forces of
the Crown and all who bring order and peace to our City life. We pray for
all who visit our City and those arriving in our City.

We pray for God’s guidance and blessing for the work of the City Council,
for the well-being of our City, and in the service of its residents and visitors.

Let us pray together for the coming of God’s kingdom of justice and peace
in the words our Saviour gave us:

OUR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this

day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for
ever and ever. Amen.

All sit. Councillor Philippa Roe, Leader of the Council, reads

ISAIAH 58: 6–12

IS not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undothe thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every
yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless
poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to
hide yourself from your own kin? Then your light shall break forth like the
dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go
before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rearguard. Then you shall
call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here
I am. If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger,
the speaking of evil, if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the
needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your
gloom be like the noonday. The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy
your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be
like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. Your
ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many
generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of
streets to live in.
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All remain seated. The Choir sings

PSALM 127

EXCEPT the Lord build the house: their labour is but lost that build it.
Except the Lord keep the city: the watchman waketh but in vain.

It is but lost labour that ye haste to rise up early, and so late take rest, and
eat the bread of carefulness: for so he giveth his beloved sleep.
Lo, children and the fruit of the womb: are an heritage and gift that cometh
of the Lord.
Like as the arrows in the hand of the giant: even so are the young children.
Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be
ashamed when they speak with their enemies in the gate.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.

Ernest Bullock (1890–1979)
Organist of Westminster Abbey 1927–41

All remain seated. The Lord Mayor reads

REVELATION 21: 1–5A

I JOHN, saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the, first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the
holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from
the throne saying, ‘See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell
with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he
will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and
crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.’ And
the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things
new.’
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All stand to sing
THE HYMN

CITY of God, how broad and far
outspread thy walls sublime!

the true thy chartered freemen are
of every age and clime.

One holy Church, one army strong,
one steadfast, high intent;

one working band, one harvest-song,
one King omnipotent.

How purely hath thy speech come down
from man’s primaeval youth!

How grandly hath thine empire grown
of freedom, love, and truth!

How gleam thy watch-fires through the night
with never-fainting ray!

How rise thy towers, serene and bright,
to meet the dawning day!

In vain the surge’s angry shock,
in vain the drifting sands:

unharmed upon the eternal Rock
the eternal city stands.

Richmond 346 NEH Samuel Johnson (1822–82)
adapted from Thomas Haweis (1734–1820)

All sit for
THE ADDRESS

by
The Reverend Joanna Jepson

Chaplain to the Lord Mayor of Westminster
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All remain seated. The Choir sings

TE DEUM LAUDAMUS

WE praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord.
All the earth doth worship thee, the Father everlasting.

To thee all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the powers therein.
To thee Cherubin and Seraphin continually do cry,
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
heaven and earth are full of the majesty of thy glory.
The glorious company of the apostles praise thee.
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise thee.
The noble army of martyrs praise thee.
The holy Church throughout all the world doth acknowledge thee,
the Father, of an infinite majesty;
thine honourable, true, and only Son,
also the Holy Ghost, the Comforter.

Thou art the King of Glory, O Christ;
thou art the everlasting Son of the Father.
When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man, thou didst not abhor the
Virgin’s womb.

When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death, thou didst open the
kingdom of heaven to all believers.

Thou sittest at the right hand of God, in the glory of the Father.
We believe that thou shalt come to be our Judge.
We therefore pray thee, help thy servants, whom thou hast redeemed with
thy precious blood.

Make them to be numbered with thy saints, in glory everlasting.
O Lord, save thy people, and bless thine heritage.
Govern them and lift them up for ever.
Day by day we magnify thee, and we worship thy Name ever world without
end.

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lord, let thy mercy lighten upon us, as our trust is in thee.
O Lord, in thee have I trusted; let me never be confounded.

Herbert Howells (1892–1983)
‘Collegium Regale’
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All kneel or remain seated. The Reverend Dr James Hawkey, Minor Canon
and Sacrist of Westminster, leads

THE PRAYERS

Let us pray in faith to God, the only true keeper of the house and builder of
the city.

FOR this City of Westminster and for all who live here; for the work of
the Lord Mayor and the Councillors of this city, and for all who bear

responsibility in the ordering of our common life; for a vision of community
which inspires our labours and which encourages creativity, enterprise and
diversity; and for the use of our gifts in the service of God’s people:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

FOR the nations of the world, their peace, stability, and concord; for
Elizabeth our Queen; for the High Court of Parliament; for the Armed

Forces of the Crown, in particular for the Captain and Ship’s Company of
HMS Westminster; for all who work for the maintenance of civil order and
the upholding of the law in this city and nation; and for wisdom and
discernment in their several vocations:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The Venerable Dr Jane Hedges, Canon in Residence, says:

FOR all places of worship in this City, and for those who minister to the
spiritual needs of our people; for growth in mutual understanding

between diverse traditions and cultures; and for the unity of all people:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

FOR all in need and those who care for them; for refugees and those
without shelter or work; for the sick, the lonely and the despairing, the

aged and the distressed; and for all who suffer through violence, warfare,
crime, exploitation, or neglect:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

FOR all former members of the City Council, for our benefactors, and for
all who have died in faith; that the glories of the eternal city may be their

lasting joy:
Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

15
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The Choir sings:

THE Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want;
he makes me down to lie

in pastures green; he leadeth me
the quiet waters by.

My soul he doth restore again,
and me to walk doth make
within the paths of righteousness,
e’en for his own name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk through death’s dark vale,
yet will I fear no ill;
for thou art with me, and thy rod
and staff me comfort still.

My table thou hast furnished
in presence of my foes;
my head thou dost with oil anoint
and my cup overflows.

Goodness and mercy all my life
shall surely follow me,
and in God’s house for ever more
my dwelling place shall be.

Brother James’s Air Psalm 23 in Scottish Psalter 1650
arr James O’Donnell (b 1961)

The Sacrist concludes:

All these our prayers we offer to God our Father, trusting in his promises
and obedient to his will, saying together:

ALMIGHTY God, you have given us grace at this time with one
accord to make to you our common supplications; and have

promised that when two or three are gathered together in your name
you will grant their requests: fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and
petitions of your servants, as may be most expedient for them; granting
us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the world to come life
everlasting. Amen.

St John Chrysostom (c 347–407)

16
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All stand to sing

THE HYMN

during which a collection is taken, by request of the Lord Mayor,
for the Sir Simon Milton Foundation

AND did those feet in ancient time
walk upon England’s mountains green?

And was the holy Lamb of God
on England’s pleasant pastures seen?

And did the countenance divine
shine forth upon our clouded hills?

And was Jerusalem builded here
among those dark satanic mills?

Bring me my bow of burning gold!
Bring me my arrows of desire!

Bring me my spear! O clouds, unfold!
Bring me my chariot of fire!

I will not cease from mental fight,
nor shall my sword sleep in my hand,

till we have built Jerusalem
in England’s green and pleasant land.

Jerusalem 488 NEH William Blake (1757–1827)
Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848–1918)

All remain standing. The Dean pronounces

THE BLESSING

GO forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast that
which is good; render to no-one evil for evil; strengthen the faint-

hearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honour all people; love and
serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; and the blessing of
GodAlmighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and
remain with you always. Amen.

17

26675 Civic Service:.  28/6/13  14:09  Page 17



All sing

THE NATIONALANTHEM

GOD save our gracious Queen,
Long live our noble Queen,

God save The Queen.
Send her victorious,

Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us:
God save The Queen.

All remain standing.

The Organ Scholar plays:

Carillon de Westminster Op 54 no 6 Louis Vierne (1870–1937)

The Choir and Clergy move through Quire and the Nave to the West End of
the Church.

The Procession of the Lord Mayor and Councillors moves from Quire by
way of the North Quire Aisle and proceeds to College Garden, with invited
guests following.

The bells of the Abbey church are rung.

Members of the Congregation are requested to remain in their places
until directed to move by the Stewards.

Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no 1040271

18
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