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INTRODUCTION

This is the first Harvest service to be held at Westminster Abbey since 1966. The

service is being held as part of British Food Fortnight’s campaign to reinvigorate the

tradition of celebrating the Harvest. 530 children from schools, Scouts and

Girlguiding groups are attending the service, having applied to come to the Abbey to

present their harvest boxes through a ‘Harvest Lottery for Schools’ that was launched

by Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Cornwall at the beginning of the summer

term.  The food in the Harvest boxes displayed in the Nave has all been lovingly

grown and prepared by the children themselves.

The Church has long played a role in bringing communities together to give thanks

for the abundance of food we enjoy from Britain’s beautiful countryside.  The tradition

of celebrating the Harvest Festival in churches began in 1843 when, at Morwenstow

in Cornwall, The Reverend Robert Hawker conducted a special thanksgiving service

at his church and blessed the crops.  A year later, The Reverend Henry Alford’s hymn,

‘Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest-home!’ was published, and

we open our service with it today.  In the decades that followed, Harvest Festival

services grew in popularity in churches throughout the country.

We hope that today’s service at Westminster Abbey, together with the other activities

that British Food Fortnight has organised this year and the renewed interest in the link

between what we eat and where it comes from, will encourage people to take delight

in this joyous tradition. 

There is so much to celebrate.  We are fortunate to live in a country with four distinct

seasons—‘the warmth to swell the grain, the breezes and the sunshine, and soft

refreshing rain’; a wonderfully varied topography with fells, dales, moors, plains,

valleys, marsh, pasture, and coast; and a vibrant farming community that, despite

relentless challenges, continues to succeed in producing some of the highest quality

food in the world. From our cattle and sheep breeds, which are the envy of the world,

to our dairy farmers who now produce more types of cheese than France, to the

abundance and rich variety of fruit and vegetables; to nature’s harvest which gives us

mushrooms, haws, hips, blackberries and sweet chestnuts, we are indeed truly blessed.

Alexia Robinson, Founder, British Food Fortnight
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Members of the congregation are kindly requested to refrain from using
private cameras, video, or sound recording equipment. Please ensure that
mobile phones, pagers, and other electronic devices are switched off.

The Church is served by a hearing loop.  Users should turn their
hearing aid to the setting marked T.

The Service is conducted by The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, 
Dean of Westminster.

The Service is sung by the Westminster Abbey Special Service Choir,
conducted by James O’Donnell, Organist and Master of the Choristers.

The Organ is played by Daniel Cook, Sub-Organist.

Music before the Service: 

Peter Holder, Organ Scholar, plays:

Voluntary in G Henry Purcell (1659–95)

Sursum Corda Edward Elgar (1857–1934)
arranged by Edwin Lemare (1866–1934)

English Folk Song Suite Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872–1958)
i March:  Seventeen Come Sunday
ii Intermezzo:  My Bonny Boy
iii March:  Folk Song from Somerset

The Lord Mayor of Westminster is received at the Great West Door and
conducted to her seat.  All stand, and then sit.

Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Cornwall GCVO is received by the
Dean and Chapter at the Great West Door.  Presentations are made.

.
Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no 1040271.
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ORDER OF SERVICE

All stand to sing

THE HYMN

during which the Collegiate Procession, together with Her Royal
Highness The Duchess of Cornwall, moves to places in Quire and the

Sacrarium

COME, ye thankful people, come,

raise the song of harvest-home!

All be safely gathered in,

ere the winter storms begin;

God, our Maker, doth provide

for our wants to be supplied;

come to God’s own temple, come;

raise the song of harvest home!

All the world is God’s own field,

fruit unto his praise to yield;

wheat and tares together sown,

unto joy or sorrow grown;

first the blade and then the ear,

then the full corn shall appear:

grant, O harvest Lord, that we

wholesome grain and pure may be.
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For the Lord our God shall come,

and shall take his harvest home;

from his field shall purge away

all that doth offend, that day;

Give his angels charge at last

in the fire the tares to cast,

but the fruitful ears to store

in his garner evermore.

Then, thou Church triumphant, come,

raise the song of harvest-home;

all be safely gathered in,

free from sorrow, free from sin,

there for ever purified

in God’s garner to abide:

come, ten thousand angels, come,

raise the glorious harvest-home!

St George’s Windsor 259 NEH  Henry Alford (1810–71)
George Elvey (1816–93)

All remain standing.  The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of
Westminster, gives

THE WELCOME AND BIDDING

All sit for  

A REFLECTION ON FARMING

by

Milly Wastie, Chairman, National Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs
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All stand to sing

THE HYMN

during which children from Godolphin Junior School, 1st Glan Conwy
Brownies, and 1st Crookham Scout Group (Odiham District) 

present Harvest boxes at the High Altar

WE plough the fields, and scatter

the good seed on the land, 

but it is fed and watered

by God’s almighty hand;

he sends the snow in winter,

the warmth to swell the grain,

the breezes and the sunshine,

and soft refreshing rain:

All good gifts around us
are sent from heaven above,

then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, 
for all his love.
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He only is the Maker

of all things near and far, 

he paints the wayside flower, 

he lights the evening star.

The winds and waves obey him, 

by him the birds are fed;

much more to us, his children, 

he gives our daily bread:

We thank thee then, O Father, 

for all things bright and good;

the seed-time and the harvest, 

our life, our health, our food.

No gifts have we to offer

for all thy love imparts,

but that which thou desirest, 

our humble, thankful hearts:

Wir pflügen 262 NEH German, Matthias Claudius (1740–1815)
Melody by J A P Schulz (1747–1800) Tr Jane Campbell (1817–78)
Harmony by J B Dykes (1823–76)

All remain standing.  Jayda Moore-Elliott and Daniel Ng, Vauxhall
Primary School, read

A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

GOD our Father, you have created all things, and we praise you for

the harvest. We thank you for your love for us, for these gifts

which the sun and rain have nurtured, for the care and skill of our

farmers, and for the food and drink we enjoy. Make us always thankful,

and give us generous hearts to share what we have with those who have

little; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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All sit.  The Right Honourable Owen Paterson MP, Secretary of State for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, reads

DEUTERONOMY 8:  7–18

THE Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with

flowing streams, with springs and underground waters welling up

in valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees

and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land where you

may eat bread without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a land

whose stones are iron and from whose hills you may mine copper.

You shall eat your fill and bless the Lord your God for the good land

that he has given you.  Take care that you do not forget the Lord your

God, by failing to keep his commandments, his ordinances, and his

statutes, which I am commanding you today.  When you have eaten

your fill and have built fine houses and live in them, and when your

herds and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is

multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied, then do not exalt

yourself, forgetting the Lord your God, who brought you out of the

land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, who led you through the

great and terrible wilderness, an arid waste-land with poisonous

snakes and scorpions.  He made water flow for you from flint rock,

and fed you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not

know, to humble you and to test you, and in the end to do you good.

Do not say to yourself, ‘My power and the might of my own hand have

gained me this wealth.’  But remember the Lord, for it is he who gives

you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he

swore to your ancestors, as he is doing today.

All remain seated.  The Choir sings

THE ANTHEM

THOU visitest the earth and blessest it:  thou crownest the year with

thy goodness.

Maurice Greene (1696–1755) Psalm 65: 9, 12
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All remain seated.  Martin Clunes, actor, reads

ST MATTHEW 6:  25–33

JESUS said, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what

you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will

wear.  Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?

Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into

barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not of more

value than they?  And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to

your span of life?  And why do you worry about clothing?  Consider the

lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell

you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these.

But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and

tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—

you of little faith?  Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?”

or “What will we drink?” or “What will we wear?”  For it is the Gentiles

who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows

that you need all these things.  But strive first for the kingdom of God

and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.’

THE ADDRESS

by

The Right Reverend and Right Honourable Dr Richard Chartres KCVO

Bishop of London

All remain seated.  The Choir sings

THE ANTHEM

FOR the beauty of the earth,

for the beauty of the skies,

for the love which from our birth

over and around us lies,

Lord of all, to thee we raise

this our joyful hymn of praise.
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For the beauty of each hour

of the day and of the night,

hill and vale and tree and flower,

sun and moon and stars of light,

Lord of all, to thee we raise

this our joyful hymn of praise.

For the joy of human love,

brother, sister, parent, child,

friends on earth and friends above,

for all gentle thoughts and mild,

Lord of all, to thee we raise

this our joyful hymn of praise.

For each perfect gift of thine,

to our race so freely given,

graces human and divine,

flowers of earth and buds of heaven,

Lord of all, to thee we raise

this our joyful hymn of praise.

John Rutter (b 1945) Folliott Sandford Pierpoint (1835–1917)

All kneel or remain seated. The Reverend Dr James Hawkey, Minor
Canon and Sacrist, leads

THE PRAYERS

In peace, let us pray to the Lord and giver of life.

Carrie Wyncoll, St Peter’s Eaton Square Primary School, says:

LORD, we praise you for the harvest; for food and drink; for the

richness and beauty of creation; and for all your gifts. Keep us

thankful, and inspire us to care for those who have less than us.

Lord of the harvest, hear our prayer.
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Megan Kemp, St Peter’s Eaton Square Primary School, says:

LORD, we praise you for those who have nurtured creation so that we

might have food: for farmers, fishermen, shepherds, and herdsmen.

Bless their work, and give them joy in their lives.

Lord of the harvest, hear our prayer.

James Lyon, St Peter’s Eaton Square Primary School, says:

LORD, we pray for those who care for our natural environment, for the

quality of our food, and for the welfare of our animals. Free us from

greed, and make us good stewards of creation.

Lord of the harvest, hear our prayer.

Eoin Finn, St Peter’s Eaton Square Primary School, says:

LORD, we pray for people in countries where the harvest has failed,

and where there is little food or clean water. Give them abundant

life and hope, that all people might benefit from the abundance you have

given us. 

Lord of the harvest, hear our prayer.

The Venerable Dr Jane Hedges, Canon in Residence, says:

GOD of grace, you are ever at work in your creation.  We pray for

those who hunger and thirst as a result of warfare or injustice.

Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and grant wholeness and plenty to all

who call upon you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Sacrist concludes:

Let us once again beseech our Heavenly Father for our daily bread, and

for the gift of his Kingdom:

OUR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy

kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as

we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into

temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the

power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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All sit.  Damian Lewis, actor, reads

THE HARVEST

LET’S gather as a band of one, in symphony across the land

To thank our Lord for Harvest reaped and gratefully as one let’s stand

To think of those, for all their toil who’ve readied plough, who’ve nurtured soil

The farmers in the fields, the cold; the hardened hands, the fens, the wold

So many aspects of a life, a challenge most will never know

For we in houses snugly sleep, whilst in the biting winds and snow

The men and women of their earth prepare a ground for springtime seeds

That one day will produce our bread, our milk, our food, our daily needs

And through this nation memories walk, a depth of image ever strong

Of distant days and innocence; of man and Shire Horse ploughing on

Of wheatsheaves standing in the sun and laughing land girls coming home

The orchards, meadows, hedgerow birds; the pitchfork and the haystack dome

Though now they rest in picture form, the people, beasts and tools long gone

The land they worked is constant still; the boundaries, fields, the far off hill

The skylark’s song remains the same; a trout will rise below the mill

For all the romance of these scenes, look not through glass of tinted rose

Ask farming people what it’s like and though the job is one they chose

It takes its toll; the troughs are long and cold and deep

The flattened barley, missing sheep and so much more that blights their show

But on and on and on they go, until that day of days has come

The tractor’s parked, the combine’s quiet; the crop is in, the Harvest done.

Henry Birtles (b 1966)
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All stand to sing

THE HYMN

ALL things bright and beautiful, 
all creatures great and small,

all things wise and wonderful, 
the Lord God made them all.

Each little flower that opens, The purple-headed mountain,

each little bird that sings, the river running by,

he made their glowing colours, the sunset and the morning,

he made their tiny wings. that brightens up the sky;

The cold wind in the winter,

the pleasant summer sun,

the ripe fruits in the garden,—

he made them every one;

The tall trees in the greenwood,

the meadows for our play,

the rushes by the water,

to gather every day;—

He gave us eyes to see them, 

and lips that we might tell

how great is God Almighty,

who has made all things well.

Royal Oak 264 NEH Cecil Frances Alexander (1818–95)
traditional English melody
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All remain standing.  The Dean says:

The earth has yielded its harvest,

for God has blessed us.

From God’s good gifts we have all received;

we go out with thankful hearts.

Tend the earth, care for God’s creation, and share with those in need.

We go out with generous lives.

MAY God our creator, who clothes the lilies and feeds the birds of

the air, bestow on you his care and increase the harvest of your

righteousness; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son,

and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

All sing

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM

GOD save our gracious Queen,

long live our noble Queen,

God save The Queen.

Send her victorious,

happy and glorious,

long to reign over us,

God save The Queen!

All remain standing as the Procession moves to the west end of the
Abbey.

Music after the Service:

Nun danket alle Gott Op 65 no 59 Siegfried Karg-Elert
(1877–1933)

Members of the congregation are requested to remain in their

places until invited to move by the Stewards.

A retiring collection is taken for the charity Plant for Peace.

The bells of the Abbey Church are rung.
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Plant for Peace assists rural communities and smallholder farmers in

conflict and post-conflict territories around the world to achieve food

security and economic stability. The initiative began in 2007 in

Afghanistan, with farmers being encouraged to grow pomegranates—a

profitable crop—instead of risking their livelihoods by cultivating

opium poppies. Plant for Peace operates community-centred

development projects to ensure that the rural population uses effective

agro-ecological methods of farming and environmental management to

increase food production and restore degraded soils. The projects are

fully integrated with the country’s traditional social structures. The

Afghan environment is ideal for producing and processing high-value

fruit, vegetables, flowers, spices, herbs and medicinal plants; over the

next three years, Plant for Peace will establish a national network of co-

operatives, as well as build strategic partnerships with multinational

food companies to enable farmers to enter the global market. Further

information may be found at www.plantforpeace.org. 

BRITISH FOOD FORTNIGHT

British Food Fortnight is the annual celebration of the diverse and delicious

food that Britain produces.  It was founded twelve years ago in response to

the foot and mouth crisis in order to encourage the public to support British

farmers and food producers. Hundreds of shops, pubs, and restaurants take

part every year with special menus and promotions.  The event is also an

established date on the school calendar, with many schools using it as an

opportunity to teach children about food. It is organised by Love British

Food, a small independent organisation that educates consumers, retailers

and caterers about the benefits of buying British. You can find out more

about its work at www.lovebritishfood.co.uk.

British Food Fortnight is sponsored by ARAMARK 
and is supported by a large family of organisations led by Brakes, E-foods, 

Hallmark Care Homes, Harrison Catering, and Whiting and Hammond.
The Harvest display at the Great West Door has been donated by Morrisons.

Printed by Barnard & Westwood Ltd, 23 Pakenham Street, London WC1X 0LB

By Appointment to HM The Queen, Printers and Bookbinders & HRH The Prince of Wales, Printers

Printers to the Dean and Chapter of Westminster
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