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ST EDWARD THE CONFESSOR 

 
Today we celebrate the life of St Edward the Confessor, King of England, 1042–66, and 
re-founder of Westminster Abbey.  A confessor is a saint who shows particular courage 
in publicly bearing witness to their faith in Christ, without being a martyr who gives 
their life for Christ.  Not long after his death St Edward was already seen to have been a 
man of particular holiness, a kind of crowned monk.  He was declared a saint in 1161, 
and was especially venerated by many subsequent kings.  
 

He rebuilt and greatly enriched Westminster Abbey, turning it into a national 
institution, and was buried here.  On 13th October 1163, two years after his 
canonisation, his body was moved, or ‘translated’, to a shrine in the church which he 
had built.  On the same date in 1269 his body was translated again to the shrine in the 
newly-built gothic Abbey.  His relics, which attracted many pilgrims, are still housed 
in this shrine.  It was veneration of St Edward that led to Westminster becoming the 
coronation church and the burial place of so many other kings and queens.  It is with 
justice that the Abbey considers him to be its founder. 

 
THE DEDICATION OF WESTMINSTER ABBEY 

 
St Edward the Confessor, King of England from 1042 to 1066, re-endowed the 
Benedictine monastery of Westminster and built a large Romanesque church for the 
monastic community.  That building was dedicated on 28th December 1065.  St Edward 
died shortly after the dedication.  He was canonised in 1161 and on 13th October 1163 his 
body was moved, or ‘translated’, to a new tomb in the church which he had built. 
 

St Edward’s Romanesque church survived until the 13th century, when it was replaced 
by a new church in the Gothic style built by Henry III:  the building in which we now 
worship.  A new shrine was constructed for the body of St Edward, and the translation 
of his relics to this shrine was an integral part of the liturgy of the dedication of this 
new church on 13th October 1269.  The October date was chosen for the dedication 
because it was already established as the Feast of the Translation of St Edward.  St 
Edward’s relics remain in that same shrine, which is behind the High Altar. 
 

At the Abbey we keep the Feast of the Translation of St Edward on 13th October, a 
celebration which focuses on the life of the Saint.  We keep the Feast of the Dedication 
of Westminster Abbey, focusing on the building as a sacred space, on the following 
Sunday. 

 
The cover illustration of St Edward the Confessor is taken from The Litlyngton Missal, commissioned 
by Nicholas Litlyngton, Abbot of Westminster, in 1383. 
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FESTIVAL EUCHARIST 
11.30 am 

 
The service is sung by the Westminster Abbey Special Service Choir, conducted by James O’Donnell, 
Organist and Master of the Choristers.  The organ is played by Daniel Cook, Sub-Organist. 
 

Setting:  Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756–91)  Missa brevis in C K220 ‘Spatzenmesse’ 

 
The Gathering 

 
All stand to sing THE HYMN: 
 

 
 

Who are these, like stars appearing, 
   these before God’s throne who stand? 
each a golden crown is wearing; 
   who are all this glorious band? 
Alleluia, hark!  they sing, 
praising loud their heavenly King. 
 
Who are these of dazzling brightness, 
   these in God’s own truth arrayed, 
clad in robes of purest whiteness, 
   robes whose lustre ne’er shall fade, 
ne’er be touched by time’s rude hand— 
whence comes all this glorious band? 

These are they who have contended 
   for their Saviour’s honour long, 
wrestling on till life has ended, 
   following not the sinful throng; 
these, who well the fight sustained, 
triumph through the Lamb have gained. 
 
These are they whose hearts were riven, 
   sore with woe and anguish tried, 
who in prayer full oft have striven 
   with the God they glorified; 
now, their painful conflict o’er, 
God has bid them weep no more. 

 
These like priests have watched and waited, 
   offering up to Christ their will, 
soul and body consecrated, 
   day and night to serve him still: 
now, in God’s most holy place 
blest they stand before his face. 

 
All Saints 231 NEH German, Heinrich Theobald Schenck (1656–1727) 
from Geistreiches Gesangbuch Darmstadt, 1698 translated by Frances Cox (1812–97) 
adapted by William Henry Monk (1823–89) 
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The President says: 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
The President greets the congregation to which all respond: 
 

and also with you. 

 
All remain standing.  The President introduces THE PRAYERS OF PENITENCE, after which all say: 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you and against our 
neighbour in thought and word and deed, through negligence, through 
weakness, through our own deliberate fault.  We are truly sorry and repent of 
all our sins.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all 
that is past and grant that we may serve you in newness of life to the glory of 
your name.  Amen. 

 
The President says THE ABSOLUTION.  All respond:  Amen. 

 
All sit after the opening phrase GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO sung by the Choir: 
 

Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis.  Laudamus te, 
benedicimus te, adoramus te, glorificamus te, gratias agimus tibi propter magnam 
gloriam tuam, Domine Deus, Rex caelestis, Deus Pater omnipotens. 
 

Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe; Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris, qui tollis 
peccata mundi, miserere nobis; qui tollis peccata mundi, suscipe deprecationem 
nostram; qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, miserere nobis. 
 

Quoniam tu solus Sanctus, tu solus Dominus, tu solus Altissimus, Jesu Christe, cum 
Sancto Spiritu, in gloria Dei Patris.  Amen. 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, heavenly King, almighty 
God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world:  have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 
All stand for THE COLLECT.  The President sings: 
 

Let us pray. 
 

A short period of silence is kept. 
 

Sovereign God, who set your servant Edward upon the throne of an earthly kingdom 
and inspired him with zeal for the kingdom of heaven:  grant that we may so confess 
the faith of Christ by word and deed, that we may, with all your saints, inherit your 
eternal glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

 
All sit for THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: 
 

The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul?  I have rejected him 
from being king over Israel.  Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to 
Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.’   
Samuel said, ‘How can I go?  If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.’  And the Lord said, 
‘Take a heifer with you, and say, “I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.”  Invite Jesse to 
the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the 
one whom I name to you.’  Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to 
Bethlehem.  The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, ‘Do you 
come peaceably?’  He said, ‘Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify 
yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.’  And he sanctified Jesse and his sons 
and invited them to the sacrifice.  When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, 
‘Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.’  But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do 
not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected 
him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks on the heart.’  Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass 
before Samuel.  He said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’  Then Jesse made 
Shammah pass by.  And he said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’  Jesse made 
seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not 
chosen any of these.’  Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons here?’  And he said, 
‘There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.’  And Samuel said to 
Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.’  He sent 
and brought him in.  Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome.  
The Lord said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.’  Then Samuel took the horn 
of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord 
came mightily upon David from that day forward. 
 1 Samuel 16: 1–13a 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
The Choir sings THE PSALM: 
 

Antiphon:  I have found David my servant:  with my holy oil have I anointed him. 
 

You spoke once in a vision and said to your faithful people:  ‘I have set a youth above 
the mighty; I have raised a young man over the people. 

I have found David my servant:  with my holy oil have I anointed him. 
My hand shall hold him fast:  and my arm shall strengthen him. 
No enemy shall deceive him:  nor any wicked person afflict him. 
I will strike down his foes before his face:  and beat down those that hate him. 
My truth also and my steadfast love shall be with him:  and in my name shall his 

head be exalted. 
I will set his dominion upon the sea:  and his right hand upon the rivers. 
He shall call to me, “You are my Father:  my God, and the rock of my salvation.”’ 

 

 Psalm 89: 19–26 
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All remain seated for THE EPISTLE: 
 

My dearly beloved, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity.  This is right 
and is acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, who desires everyone to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  For there is one God; there is also one 
mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave 
himself a ransom for all—this was attested at the right time. 
 1 St Timothy 2: 1–6 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
All stand for THE PROCESSION OF THE GOSPEL: 
 

Choir:  Alleluia! 
 

 
All: 

 
 

Blessed is the one who endures temptation.  Such a one has stood the test and will 
receive the crown of life. St James 1: 12 

 

All:  Alleluia! 

 
When the GOSPEL is announced the reader says: 
 

The Lord be with you; 
and also with you. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to Jesus and said to him, 
‘Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.’  And he said to them, 
‘What is it you want me to do for you?’  And they said to him, ‘Grant us to sit, one at 
your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.’  But Jesus said to them, ‘You do 
not know what you are asking.  Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be 
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?’  They replied, ‘We are able.’  
Then Jesus said to them, ‘The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism 
with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my 
left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.’  When 
the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John.  So Jesus called them 
and said to them, ‘You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as 
their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them.  But it is not 
so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your 
servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all.  For the Son 
of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.’ 
 

 St Mark 10: 35–45 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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THE SERMON by The Right Reverend Graham James  Bishop of Norwich 

 
All stand to say THE NICENE CREED: 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
All remain standing for THE INTERCESSIONS during which young pilgrims carry lit candles to the 
Altar of St Edward symbolising our prayers.  At the end of each petition there is said: 
 

Lord, in your mercy; 
hear our prayer. 

 
The Intercession ends: 
 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 
All remain standing for THE PEACE.  The President says:  
 

We are fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God, through Christ 
our Lord who came and preached peace to those who were far off and those who 
were near. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you; 
and also with you. 

 
Members of the Congregation may greet each other with a sign of peace, most commonly a handshake. 

 
All remain standing to sing THE HYMN during THE PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS.  The Shrine of St 
Edward, the Gifts, and the High Altar are censed. 
 

 
 
Ye watchers and ye holy ones, 
bright Seraphs, Cherubim and Thrones, 
   raise the glad strain, Alleluia! 
Cry out, Dominions, Princedoms, Powers, 
Virtues, Archangels, Angels’ choirs, 
   Alleluia! 
 
O higher than the Cherubim, 
more glorious than the Seraphim, 
   lead their praises, Alleluia! 
Thou Bearer of the eternal Word, 
most gracious, magnify the Lord. 
   Alleluia! 

Respond, ye souls in endless rest, 
ye Patriarchs and Prophets blest, 
   Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Ye holy Twelve, ye Martyrs strong, 
all Saints triumphant, raise the song, 
   Alleluia! 
 
Thou monarch blest of great renown, 
thou who dost wear the victor’s crown; 
   Alleluia, Alleluia! 
O great Confessor, sainted king, 
O holy Edward, with us sing, 
   Alleluia! 
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O friends, in gladness let us sing, 
supernal anthems echoing, 
   Alleluia, Alleluia! 
To God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Spirit, Three in One, 
   Alleluia! 

 
Lasst uns erfreuen 478 NEH Athelstan Riley (1858–1945) adapted 
Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872–1958) verse 4, Graeme Napier (b 1966) 
adapted from Geistliche Kirchengesang Cologne, 1623 

 
All remain standing for THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER: 
 

 
 
The President continues the Eucharistic Prayer. 

 
The Choir sings SANCTUS: 
 

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, Dominus Deus Sabaoth, pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria 
tua.  Hosanna in excelsis. 
 

Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini.  Hosanna in excelsis. 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna 
in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 
All remain standing.  The President continues the Eucharistic Prayer. 

 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died:  Christ is risen:  Christ will come again. 

 
The President continues the Eucharistic Prayer, at the end of which all say:  Amen. 
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All remain standing.  The President says: 
 

As we join our prayers with those of the Church Universal, so we say, each in our 
own language, the prayer that Jesus Christ has taught us, 
 

Notre père, qui es aux cieux… 
Vater Unser im Himmel… 

Padre nostro che sei nei cieli… 
Padre nuestro, que es in cielo… 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 
us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
All standing for THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD.  The President breaks the consecrated bread, saying: 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread. 

 
The President says:  
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  Blessed are those 
who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, and I shall be 
healed. 

 
The Congregation is invited to sit as the President and other ministers begin THE DISTRIBUTION OF 

HOLY COMMUNION.  Those wishing to receive Communion come forward as directed by the 
Stewards.  If you receive Communion in your own church you are welcome to do so here.  Those who 
require a gluten-free wafer, please present yourself for Communion at the Altar.  Those who do not wish 
to receive Communion are invited to come for a blessing.  Please carry this booklet with you to indicate 
to the priest that you are asking for a blessing. 
 
The minister says to each communicant: 
 

The Body of Christ.  Amen. 
 

The Blood of Christ.  Amen. 

 
During Communion, the Choir sings: 
 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
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Beatus vir qui timet Dominum:  in mandatis ejus volet nimis. 
Potens in terra erit semen ejus:  generatio rectorum, benedicetur. 
Gloria et divitiae in domo ejus:  et justitia ejus manet in saeculum saeculi. 
Exortum est in tenebris lumen rectis:  misericors et miserator et justus. 
Jucundus homo qui miseretur et commodat:  disponet sermones suos in judicio. 
In aeternum non commovebitur:  in memoria aeterna erit justis. 
Ab auditione mala non timebit:  paratum cor ejus sperare in Domino. 
Confirmatum est cor ejus, non commovebitur:  donec despiciat inimicos suos. 
Dispersit dedit, dedit pauperibus:  justitia ejus manet in saeculum saeculi, cornu ejus 

exaltabitur in gloria. 
Peccator videbit, et irascetur:  dentibus suis fremet et tabescet, desiderium 

peccatorum peribit. 
 

Gloria Patri, et Filio, et Spiritui Sancto:  sicut erat in principio et nunc et semper et 
in saecula saeculorum.  Amen. 

 

Blessed are those who fear the Lord:  and have great delight in his commandments. 
Their descendants will be mighty in the land:  a generation of the faithful that will be blest. 
Wealth and riches will be in their house:  and their righteousness endures for ever. 
Light shines in the darkness for the upright:  gracious and full of compassion are the righteous. 
It goes well with those who are generous in lending:  and order their affairs with justice, 
for they will never be shaken:  the righteous will be held in everlasting remembrance. 
They will not be afraid of any evil tidings:  their heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord. 
Their heart is sustained and will not fear:  until they see the downfall of their foes. 
They have given freely to the poor; their righteousness stands fast for ever:  their head will be exalted 

with honour. 
The wicked shall see it and be angry; they shall gnash their teeth in despair:  the desire of the wicked 

shall perish. 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit:  as it was in the beginning is now and shall 
be forever.  Amen. 

 

Claudio Monteverdi (1567–1643) Psalm 112 
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After Communion 
 
All stand to sing THE HYMN: 
 

 
 

He who would valiant be, 
   ’gainst all disaster, 
let him in constancy 
   follow the master. 
There’s no discouragement 
shall make him once relent 
his first avowed intent 
   to be a pilgrim. 

Whoso beset him round 
   with dismal stories, 
do but themselves confound, 
   his strength the more is. 
No foes shall stay his might, 
though he with giants fight, 
he will make good his right 
   to be a pilgrim. 

 
Since, Lord, thou dost defend 
   us with thy spirit; 
we know we at the end 
   shall life inherit. 
Then, fancies, flee away! 
I’ll fear not what men say, 
I’ll labour night and day 
   to be a pilgrim. 

 
Monk’s Gate 372 NEH John Bunyan (1628–88) 
traditional English melody adapted by Ralph Vaughan Williams 

 
All remain standing to say THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER: 
 

God our redeemer, 
who inspired Edward to witness to your love 
and to work for the coming of your kingdom: 
may we, who in this sacrament share the bread of heaven, 
be fired by your Spirit to proclaim the gospel in our daily living 
and never to rest content until your kingdom come, 
on earth as it is in heaven; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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The President pronounces THE BLESSING, to which all respond:  Amen. 

 
Go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Music after the service: 
 

Entrée from Sonata VII Op 89 Alexandre Guilmant (1837–1911) 

 
If you would like to visit the Shrine of St Edward the Confessor following this service, please approach 
the Sacrarium steps and be guided by the Stewards and Vergers. 

 
 

EVENSONG AND PROCESSION 
3.00 pm 

sung by the Choir of Westminster Abbey, conducted by James O’Donnell, Organist and Master of the 
Choristers.  The organ is played by Martin Ford, Assistant Organist. 

 

Eve of the Dedication of Westminster Abbey, 1269 

 
All stand as the Choir and Clergy enter. 

 
INTROIT: 
 

Locus iste a Deo factus est, inaestimabile sacramentum:  irreprehensibilis est. 
 

This place was made by God:  a priceless and unblemished sign of his presence. 
 

Anton Bruckner (1824–96) Gradual, Mass for the dedication of a church 

 
The Officiant says a sentence of Scripture. 

 
All remain standing.  The Officiant and Choir sing THE RESPONSES: 

 

O Lord, open thou our lips; 
and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 

O God, make speed to save us; 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  world without end.  Amen. 
 

Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord’s name be praised. 
 

Bernard Rose (1916–96) 
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All sit.  The Choir sings PSALM 122: 
 

I was glad when they said unto me:  We will go into the house of the Lord. 
Our feet shall stand in thy gates:  O Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem is built as a city:  that is at unity in itself. 
For thither the tribes go up, even the tribes of the Lord:  to testify unto Israel, to give 

thanks unto the Name of the Lord. 
For there is the seat of judgement:  even the seat of the house of David. 
O pray for the peace of Jerusalem:  they shall prosper that love thee. 
Peace be within thy walls:  and plenteousness within thy palaces. 
For my brethren and companions’ sakes:  I will wish thee prosperity. 
Yea, because of the house of the Lord our God:  I will seek to do thee good. 

 

All stand. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  world without end.  Amen. 

 

Walter Parratt (1841–1924) 

 
All sit for THE FIRST LESSON:  2 Chronicles 7: 11–16 

 
All stand.  The Choir sings MAGNIFICAT during which the High Altar, the place of Christ’s coming 
among us in the Eucharist, is censed: 
 

My soul doth magnify the Lord:  and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded:  the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 
For behold, from henceforth:  all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me:  and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him:  throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm:  he hath scattered the proud in the 

imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:  and hath exalted the humble and 

meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things:  and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:  as he promised to our 

forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  world without end.  Amen. 

 

Henry Purcell (1659–95) in G minor St Luke 1: 46–55 
Organist of Westminster Abbey 1679–95 

 
All sit for THE SECOND LESSON:  St John 4: 19–29 
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All stand.  The Choir sings NUNC DIMITTIS: 
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:  according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen:  thy salvation, 
which thou hast prepared:  before the face of all people; 
to be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  world without end.  Amen. 

 

Henry Purcell  in G minor St Luke 2: 29–32 

 
All face east and say together THE APOSTLES’ CREED: 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth: 
 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead, 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
the holy catholic Church; 
the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
The Officiant and Choir sing THE LESSER LITANY, THE LORD’S PRAYER, AND RESPONSES: 
 

The Lord be with you; 
and with thy spirit. 

 

Let us pray. 
 

All kneel. 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy 
will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 
 

O Lord, save the Queen. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 

Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 

O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 
 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

 

Bernard Rose 

 
The Officiant sings THE COLLECTS; of Dedication, for Peace, for Aid against all perils: 

 

Almighty God, to whose glory we celebrate the dedication of this house of prayer:  
we praise thee for the many blessings thou hast given to those who worship thee 
here: and we pray that all who seek thee in this place may find thee, and, being filled 
with the Holy Spirit, may become a living temple acceptable unto thee; through 
Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord.  Amen. 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed; 
give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts 
may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended 
from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the 
merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us 
from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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The Officiant says THE PRAYERS FOR THE ROYAL FAMILY and FOR MEMBERS OF THE ORDER 

OF THE BATH. 

 
All sit.  The Choir sings THE ANTHEM during which the Shrine of Edward the Confessor is censed: 
 

I was glad when they said unto me:  We will go into the house of the Lord. 
For thither the tribes go up, even the tribes of the Lord:  to testify unto Israel, and to 

give thanks unto the Name of the Lord. 
For there is the seat of judgement:  even the seat of the house of David. 
O pray for the peace of Jerusalem:  they shall prosper that love thee. 
Peace be within thy walls:  and plenteousness within thy palaces. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  world without end.  Amen. 

 

Henry Purcell Psalm 122 

 
All stand for THE PROCESSION.  The Officiant sings: 
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All remain standing to sing THE HYMN, during which the Collegiate Procession moves via the South 
Quire Aisle and South Ambulatory to the Lady Chapel: 
 

 
 

Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
   Sion, city of our God; 
he whose word cannot be broken 
   formed thee for his own abode: 
On the rock of ages founded, 
   what can shake thy sure repose? 
With salvation’s walls surrounded, 
   thou may’st smile at all thy foes. 

See, the streams of living waters, 
   springing from eternal love, 
well supply thy sons and daughters, 
   and all fear of want remove: 
Who can faint, while such a river 
   ever flows their thirst to assuage? 
Grace, which like the Lord the giver, 
   never fails from age to age. 

 

Saviour, if of Sion’s city 
   I through grace a member am, 
let the world deride or pity, 
   I will glory in thy name: 
Fading is the worldling’s pleasure, 
   all his boasted pomp and show; 
solid joys and lasting treasure 
   none but Sion’s children know. 

 
Abbot’s Leigh 185 NEH 362 NEH 
Cyril Taylor (1907–91)  John Newton (1725–1807) 

 
All remain standing.  At the Lady Chapel Altar, The Venerable Dr Jane Hedges, Canon in Residence  
reads: 
 

Come to Christ, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious 
in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to 
be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ.  For it stands in scripture:  ‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone 
chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’  To you 
then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, ‘The stone that 
the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,’ and ‘A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.’  They stumble because they 
disobey the word, as they were destined to do.  But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 

 

 1 St Peter 2: 4–9 
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 The Dean says: 
 

Father in heaven, whose Church on earth is a sign of thy heavenly peace, an image of 
the new and eternal Jerusalem: grant to us in the days of our pilgrimage, that we may 
be a living temple to thy presence, the place of thy glory on earth, and a sign of thy 
peace in the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Lady Chapel Altar is censed. 

 
All sing THE HYMN, during which the Collegiate Body moves via the North Ambulatory and North 
Quire Aisle to the Sacrarium: 
 

 
 

Light’s abode, celestial Salem, 
   vision dear whence peace doth spring, 
brighter than the heart can fancy, 
   mansion of the highest King; 
O, how glorious are the praises 
   which of thee the prophets sing! 
 
There for ever and for ever 
   Alleluia is outpoured; 
for unending, for unbroken 
   is the feast-day of the Lord; 
all is pure and all is holy 
   that within thy walls is stored. 
 
There no cloud nor passing vapour 
   dims the brightness of the air; 
endless noon-day, glorious noon-day, 
   from the Sun of suns is there; 
there no night brings rest from labour, 
   there unknown are toil and care. 

O how glorious and resplendent, 
   fragile body, shalt thou be, 
when endued with so much beauty, 
   full of health, and strong, and free, 
full of vigour, full of pleasure 
   that shall last eternally! 
 
Now with gladness, now with courage, 
   bear the burden on thee laid, 
that hereafter these thy labours 
   may with endless gifts be paid, 
and in everlasting glory 
   thou with joy may’st be arrayed. 
 
Laud and honour to the Father, 
   laud and honour to the Son, 
laud and honour to the Spirit, 
   ever Three and ever One, 
consubstantial, co-eternal, 
   while unending ages run.  Amen. 

 
Regent Square 401 NEH Jerusalem luminosa 15th century 
Henry Smart (1818–79) translated by John Mason Neale (1818–66) 
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All remain standing. The Dean says: 
 

O Everlasting God, with whom a thousand years are but as one day, and in whose 
name are treasured here the memorials of many generations:  Grant to those who 
labour in this place such measures of thy grace and wisdom, that they may neglect 
no part of their manifold inheritance, but so guard and use it to thy glory and the 
enlargement of thy Church, that the consecration of all human powers may set 
forward thy purpose of gathering up into one all things in Christ;  through whom to 
thee be glory now and evermore.  Amen. 

Joseph Armitage Robinson (1858–1933) 
Dean of Westminster 1902–11 

 
The Dean pronounces THE BLESSING: 
 

May God, who kindled the fire of his love in the heart of his servant Edward, who 
built here a great house of prayer at the heart of this nation, pour upon you the 
riches of his grace.  Amen. 
 

May he give you joy in the fellowship of all the saints and a share in their 
praises.  Amen. 
 

May he strengthen you to follow them in the way of holiness and to come to the full 
radiance of glory.  Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you, and remain with you always.  Amen. 

 
Music after the service: 
 

Praeludium in E Vincent Lübeck (1654–1740) 

 
If you would like to visit the Shrine of St Edward the Confessor following this service, please approach 
the Sacrarium steps and be guided by the Stewards and Vergers. 
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A LITANY OF ST EDWARD 
for use by pilgrim groups at the Shrine of St Edward the Confessor 

 
The Priest stands at the Altar facing the Shrine. 
The people stand around the Shrine. 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Lord have mercy upon us. 
Christ have mercy upon us. 
Lord have mercy upon us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will 
be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord for the wonderful grace and virtue declared in all his saints, who 
have been the choice vessels of his grace and the lights of the world in their several 
generations. 
 
For Abraham and Sarah, our ancestors in faith, let us bless the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
For Moses the lawgiver and Aaron the priest, who led the people of Israel to freedom in 
the promised land, let us bless the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
For Isaiah, Jeremiah, St John the Baptist, and all the prophets, who constantly spoke 
the truth and boldly rebuked vice, let us bless the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
For the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God incarnate, whom all generations call 
blessed, let us bless the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
For St Peter the Apostle, patron of this church, for St Paul and all Christ’s apostles; for 
St Mary Magdalen, first witness to the Resurrection, apostle to the apostles of Christ, 
let us bless the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
For St Anthony, St Basil, and St Benedict, who established the monastic life in worship 
and community, let us bless the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 



22 

For St Patrick, St Bridget, St David, St Ninian, St Margaret of Scotland, and all the 
saints of the Celtic lands, witnessing to the beauty of God and the glory of Christ; for 
St Aidan, St Columba, St Chad, Bede, St Cuthbert, St Hilda, and St Hugh, and all who 
preached the word of God to our ancestors, let us bless the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
For St Oswald, St Edmund, and all sovereigns martyred for love of Christ and his 
Gospel, let us bless the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
For St Edward the Confessor, King of England, humble and generous servant of Christ, 
whose name [this day] all faithful people honour, let us bless the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
For his establishing here, in the heart of this nation, a great Abbey Church to the glory 
of God, let us bless the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
For his defence of the peace and tranquillity of his people, let us bless the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
For his good and wise stewardship of the wealth of this realm, let us bless the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
For his healing of those who were sick and his care for those who were poor, let us 
bless the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
For the manner of his holy life and for his confession of the Faith in word and in deed, 
let us bless the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 

 
For our Sovereign and nation, for the Church, for ourselves and one another, let us ask 
for the intercession of St Edward the Confessor.  Let us pray. 
 
That Elizabeth our Queen may be endued with the Holy Spirit, enriched with heavenly 
grace, and prospered in all happiness: 
Holy Edward:  pray for us. 
 
That this nation may be governed in peace and righteousness: 
Holy Edward:  pray for us. 
 
That the Holy Church in this land may be delivered from all strife and schism, that it 
may hold the faith in the unity of the Spirit and in the bond of peace: 
Holy Edward:  pray for us.  
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That this Collegiate Church of St Peter in Westminster, House of the Shrine of St 
Edward, its Dean and Chapter, its priests and people, may continue to witness boldly, 
to worship reverently, and to serve humbly in the school of the Lord’s service: 
Holy Edward:  pray for us. 

 
That we and all pilgrims who visit this place may know it to be none other than the 
house of God and the gate of Heaven: 
Holy Edward:  pray for us. 

 
That we may eschew the wealth of this world and seek only the treasures of heaven: 
Holy Edward:  pray for us. 

 
That we may be free from all hardness of heart, and give of ourselves for the relief of the 
poor and needy: 
Holy Edward:  pray for us. 

 
That we may follow the example of your humility and simplicity: 
Holy Edward:  pray for us. 

 
That we may be brought at the last to the heavenly banquet, to feast with you and all 
God’s saints for ever: 
Holy Edward:  pray for us. 

 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Sovereign God, who set your servant St Edward upon the throne of an earthly kingdom 
and inspired him with zeal for the kingdom of heaven:  grant that we may so confess 
the faith of Christ by word and deed, that we may, with all your saints, inherit your 
eternal glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
God give you grace to follow St Edward and all his saints, in faith, and hope, and love:  
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst 
you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

 
Go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God.  
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EDWARDINE FABRICS AND VESTMENTS 

 
The heraldic device of St Edward the Confessor is the Cross with five golden 
Martlets.  This can be seen in many places around the Abbey.  In 2005, to mark the 
1000th anniversary of the birth of St Edward the Confessor, the Dean and Chapter 
of Westminster commissioned Watts & Co. of Tufton St, Westminster, to design 
a series of fabrics incorporating this device.   
 

Parishes, and other institutions connected with St Edward, wishing to know more 
about the availability of these fabrics and vestments, should contact Watts and 
Co. directly, through their website:  www.wattsandco.com 

 
PILGRIM BADGES 

 
A limited number of exclusive pewter replica pilgrim badges are available from the 
Abbey’s gift shop, each depicting St Edward the Confessor. 

 
 
 

Details of all Abbey Services are available at the Abbey website: 
www.westminster-abbey.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no 1040271 and MRL 
no1040288.  Scripture Readings are from the New Revised Standard Version. 


