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Welcome to Westminster Abbey.  You are sharing in a tradition of worship 
offered daily to God for over a thousand years in this Abbey, which houses the 
shrine of St Edward the Confessor.  You are also joining people from all over the 
world.  Whether you are Anglican (Episcopalian), or of another Christian Church 
or of another faith, or seeking or doubting, you are warmly welcome to take part 
in the service. 

 
The Choir alone sings much of the service.  As you listen, allow the words and 
music to lift your mind and soul to God in prayer and meditation.  This sheet gives 
details of the hymns and special texts for this service.  Please sing the hymns and 
say those parts of the service printed in bold type. 

 
THE REVEREND CANON DAVID STANTON 

 
David Stanton was appointed Canon Precentor and Pastor at Worcester 
Cathedral in early 2005 and served for eight years on the Worcester Diocesan 
Advisory Committee for the Care of Churches.  He is currently a Non-Executive at 
the Wales Audit Office and a Church Commissioner for England on the Board and 
Assets Committee. 

 
Prior to his appointment at Worcester he served for eleven years as Parish Priest 
at St John’s, Bovey Tracey in the Diocese of Exeter, including ten years as a 
Vocations Chaplain, nine as a Warden of Readers, and seven as a Rural Dean.  
Latterly he also held posts of Director of Ordinands and Secretary of State 
Member on Dartmoor National Park Authority. 

 
Between 1990 and 1994 he was Parish Priest of St Mary’s, Abbotskerswell in the 
Diocese of Exeter, and between 1992 and 1997 a Chaplain at Plymouth University. 
Before moving to Devon he was Assistant Chaplain and Tutor at Shrewsbury 
School, and served his curacy at St George’s, Beckenham in the Diocese of 
Rochester. 

 
David prepared for his ordination at Ripon College Cuddesdon and was ordained 
Deacon in 1985 and Priest in 1986.  He holds Master’s degrees from the 
universities of St Andrews and Exeter and maintains a keen interest in financial 
affairs and the conservation of historic buildings.  His recreations include cricket, 
the arts, and fly-fishing. 

 
Married to Sarah, they have two daughters, Charlotte and Olivia.  
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In the Jerusalem Chamber before the service Canon Stanton makes and subscribes the Declaration of 
Assent and the Oath of Allegiance to Her Majesty The Queen, the Dean attesting the same. 

 
The Lord Mayor of Westminster is received at the Great West Door by the Dean and Chapter of 
Westminster and joins the Lay Officers of Westminster Abbey. 

 
THE COLLEGIATE PROCESSION 

 
The Beadle 

 
The Choir of Westminster Abbey 

 
The Lay and Emeritus Officers of Westminster Abbey 

 
A Verger 

 
The Dean and Chapter of Worcester Cathedral 

 
The Priests Vicar 

 
The Minor Canons 

 
The Canons’ Verger 

 
The Canons of Westminster 

 
The Dean’s Verger 

 
The Dean of Westminster 

 
The Queen’s Almsmen 
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Order of Service 

 
THE INTROIT: 
 

Call to remembrance, O Lord, thy tender mercy:  and thy loving kindness, which 
hath been ever of old. 

O remember not the sins and offences of my youth:  but according to thy mercy 
think thou on me, O Lord, for thy goodness. 

 

Richard Farrant (c 1530–80) Psalm 25: 5–6 

 
All stand as the Collegiate Procession enters the Quire. 

 
The Officiant offers a word of welcome says a sentence of Scripture. 

 
All remain standing.  The Officiant and Choir sing THE RESPONSES: 

 

O Lord, open thou our lips; 
and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 

O God, make speed to save us; 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  world without end.  Amen. 
 

Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord’s name be praised. 

 

Bernard Rose (1916–96) 

 
All sit.  The Choir sings PSALM 83 (omitting verse 17): 
 

Hold not thy tongue, O God, keep not still silence:  refrain not thyself, O God. 
For lo, thine enemies make a murmuring:  and they that hate thee have lift up their 

head. 
They have imagined craftily against thy people:  and taken counsel against thy secret 

ones. 
They have said, Come, and let us root them out, that they be no more a people:  and 

that the name of Israel may be no more in remembrance. 
For they have cast their heads together with one consent:  and are confederate 

against thee; 
the tabernacles of the Edomites, and the Ismaelites:  the Moabites and Hagarens; 
Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek:  the Philistines, with them that dwell at Tyre. 
Assur also is joined with them:  and have holpen the children of Lot. 
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But do thou to them as unto the Madianites:  unto Sisera, and unto Jabin at the 
brook of Kison; 

who perished at Endor:  and became as the dung of the earth. 
Make them and their princes like as Oreb and Zeb:  yea, make all their princes like 

as Zeba and Salmana; 
who say, Let us take to ourselves:  the houses of God in possession. 
O my God, make them like unto a wheel:  and as the stubble before the wind; 
like as the fire that burneth up the wood:  and as the flame that consumeth the 

mountains. 
Persecute them even so with thy tempest:  and make them afraid with thy storm. 
Make their faces ashamed, O Lord:  that they may seek thy Name. 
And they shall know that thou, whose Name is Jehovah:  art only the most Highest 

over all the earth. 
 

All stand. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  world without end.  Amen. 

 

Robert Wainwright (1748–82) 

 
All sit for THE FIRST LESSON:  Zechariah 8: 14–end 
read by The Venerable Dr Jane Hedges, Canon in Residence 

 
The Congregation remains seated.  Members of the Collegiate Body stand for THE INSTALLATION: 
 
The Dean and Chapter of Westminster assembles at the east end of the Quire to receive the Canon-
designate. 
 
The Canon-designate is conducted from the Jericho Parlour of the Deanery by the Precentor and the 
Chapter Clerk to the east end of the Quire. 
 
The Legal Secretary presents the Queen’s Grant and Mandamus to the Dean, who returns them to the 
Legal Secretary and directs him to read them. 
 
Her Majesty’s Grant and Mandamus having been read, the Chapter Clerk hands to the Canon-
designate the Latin Declaration, which the Canon-designate then reads aloud.  Canon Stanton says: 
 

Ego, David Stanton, Deo teste promitto ac spondeo me veram Christi religionem 
omni animo amplexurum, Scripturae auctoritatem hominum judiciis praepositurum, 
regulam vitae et summam fidei ex verbo Dei petiturum, caetera quae ex verbo Dei 
non probantur pro humanis habiturum; auctoritatem Regiam in omnibus summam 
estimaturum; et contrarias verbo Dei opiniones omni voluntate ac mente 
refutaturum; vera consuetis, scripta non scriptis, in religionis causa antehabiturum. 
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Deinde me omnia hujus Collegii statuta, jura, libertates, privilegia, praescriptiones, 
ritus, et consuetudines laudabiles, quae ad me pertinebunt, servaturum.  Praeterea 
me huic Collegio fidelem futurum, nullum ei damnum aut incommodum allaturum, 
aliorum consilia, coitiones, conjurationes, facta, et dicta quae detrimentum aut 
infamiam Collegio inferant, repulsurum.  Secreta Capituli me non revelaturum:  tum 
Decano, tum Capitulo in omnibus legitimis honestisque morem gesturum, et dignam 
debitamque legibus et statutis omnibus reverentiam exhibiturum.  Tres menses 
integros per annum in hoc Collegio residentiam servaturum; neque ullam unquam 
dispensationem contra hoc meum juramentum quaesiturum, aut ab aliis quaesitam 
aut ablatam accepturum, aut antehac mihi indulta usurum. 
 

Denique me omnia mihi imposita a Decano et Capitulo munera suscepturum, eaque 
summa cum diligentia et fide administraturum.  Haec omnia in me recipio, Deoque 
teste me sedulo facturum promitto ac spondeo;  tactis sacrosanctis Dei Evangeliis. 
 

I, David Stanton, calling God to witness, promise and vow that I will embrace the true religion of 
Christ with my whole heart, that I will set the authority of Scripture before the judgments of men, 
that I will seek the rule of life, and the whole of faith from the word of God, and all other things 
which are not proved by the word of God I will hold to be merely human.  That I will hold the 
authority of The Queen to be supreme in all things and I will oppose with my whole will and mind 
opinions contrary to the word of God.  That in the cause of religion I will prefer truth to custom, 
written law to unwritten law. 
 

Moreover that I will preserve all the statutes of this College, as also the rights, liberties, prescribed 
privileges, ceremonials, and praiseworthy customs, so far as they concern me.  Also that I will be 
faithful to this College and will bring upon it no harm or hurt.  That I will repel all counsels, plots, 
conspiracies, deeds, and words of others which may bring damage or disgrace upon the College.  That 
I will not reveal the secrets of the Chapter.  Moreover that I will obey both Dean and Chapter in all 
lawful and honourable things, and that I will show worthy and due reverence to all laws and 
statutes.  That I will keep residence in the College three full months in the year; nor will I seek any 
dispensation contrary to this my oath or accept one sought or offered by others, or make use of one 
granted to me before this. 
 

Finally that I will undertake all duties imposed on me by the Dean and Chapter, and perform the 
same with the greatest diligence and good faith.  All these things I take upon myself, and calling God 
to witness promise and vow that I will faithfully perform, holding in my hand the Holy Gospels of 
God. 

 
The Canons of Westminster and other members of the Collegiate Body return to their stalls.  The Dean 
takes Canon Stanton by the hand and leads him to the vacant stall, and after placing him therein says: 
 

Cape hanc sedem, ut Dei gloriam tua auctoritate et exemplo illustres, et Corpus 
Christi in hac Ecclesia aedificandum diligenter cures:  quod ut efficaciter praestes, 
Spiritus Sancti gratiam tibi largiatur Dominus.  Amen. 
 

Take this stall that you may set forth the glory of God by your authority and example and make it 
your chief concern to build up the Body of Christ in this Church; and that you may the more 
effectively perform this, may the Lord endow you bountifully with the grace of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.  
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The Dean says: 
 

Almighty God, by whose providence thy servant David is constituted Canon of this 
Collegiate Church: give unto him such a measure of thy grace, that what he hath 
here openly promised, and whatsoever his office doth demand, he may most 
faithfully perform, to the praise and glory of thy name and the enlargement of thy 
Church: through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost be 
all honour and glory, world without end.  Amen. 

 
All stand.  The Choir sings MAGNIFICAT: 
 

My soul doth magnify the Lord:  and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded:  the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 
For behold, from henceforth:  all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me:  and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him:  throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm:  he hath scattered the proud in the 

imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:  and hath exalted the humble and 

meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things:  and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:  as he promised to our 

forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  world without end.  Amen. 

 

George Dyson (1883–1964) in D St Luke 1: 46–55 

 
All sit for THE SECOND LESSON:  St John 20: 19–end 
read by The Reverend David Stanton, Canon of Westminster 

 
All stand.  The Choir sings NUNC DIMITTIS: 
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:  according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen:  thy salvation, 
which thou hast prepared:  before the face of all people; 
to be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  world without end.  Amen. 

 

George Dyson in D St Luke 2: 29–32  
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All face east and say together THE APOSTLES’ CREED: 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth: 
 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead, 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
the holy catholic Church; 
the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
The Officiant and Choir sing THE LESSER LITANY, THE LORD’S PRAYER, and RESPONSES: 
 

The Lord be with you; 
and with thy spirit. 

 

Let us pray. 
 

All kneel. 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy 
will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil.  Amen. 
 
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 
 

O Lord, save the Queen. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 

Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 

O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 
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Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

 

Bernard Rose 

 
The Officiant sings THE COLLECTS; of the day, for Peace, for Aid against all perils: 

 

O God, forasmuch as without thee we are not able to please thee: mercifully grant, 
that thy Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
  

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed; 
give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts 
may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended 
from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the 
merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us 
from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
The Officiant says THE PRAYERS FOR THE ROYAL FAMILY and FOR MEMBERS OF THE ORDER 

OF THE BATH: 
 

Almighty God, the fountain of all goodness, we humbly beseech thee to bless our 
most gracious Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth, Philip Duke of Edinburgh, Charles 
Prince of Wales, and all the Royal Family: endue them with thy Holy Spirit; enrich 
them with thy heavenly grace; prosper them with all happiness; and bring them to 
thine everlasting kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

God save our gracious Sovereign, and all the brotherhood of the Most Honourable 
Order of the Bath.  Amen. 

 
All sit.  The Choir sings THE ANTHEM: 
 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the Gospel 
to the poor:  he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to preach the acceptable year of the 
Lord; to give unto them that mourn a garland for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, 
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness, that they might be called trees of 
righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified.  For as the earth 
bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to 
spring forth, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth 
before all the nations as the earth bringeth forth her bud. 

 

Edward Elgar (1857–1934) from Isaiah 61 
from The Apostles Op 49  
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THE SERMON by The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of Westminster. 

 
All stand to sing THE HYMN: 

 

 

 
How shall I sing that majesty 
   which angels do admire? 
Let dust in dust and silence lie; 
   sing, sing ye heavenly choir. 
Thousands of thousands stand around 
   thy throne, O God most high; 
ten thousand times ten thousand sound 
   thy praise;  but who am I? 

 
Thy brightness unto them appears, 
   whilst I thy footsteps trace; 
a sound of God comes to my ears, 
   but they behold thy face. 
They sing because thou art their Sun; 
   Lord, send a beam on me; 
for where heaven is but once begun 
   there alleluias be. 

Enlighten with faith’s light my heart, 
   inflame it with love’s fire; 
then shall I sing and bear a part 
   with that celestial choir. 
I shall, I fear, be dark and cold, 
   with all my fire and light; 
yet when thou dost accept their gold, 
   Lord, treasure up my mite. 

 
How great a being, Lord, is thine, 
   which doth all beings keep! 
Thy knowledge is the only line 
   to sound so vast a deep. 
Thou art a sea without a shore, 
   a sun without a sphere; 
thy time is now and evermore, 
   thy place is everywhere. 

 
Coe Fen 466 CP 373 NEH 
Ken Naylor (1931–91)  John Mason (c 1646–1694) 
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All remain standing.  The Dean pronounces THE BLESSING. 

 
Music after the service: 
 

Flourish for an occasion William Harris (1883–1973) 

 
The Collegiate Procession moves to the west end of the Church. 

 
Members of the Congregation are requested to remain in 

their places until invited to move by the Honorary Stewards. 

 
The Dean conducts the new Canon to the Jerusalem Chamber, places him in a seat at the table, and 
says: 
 

Cape hanc item sedem in domo Capitulari, ut fideliter tractes negotia huius 
Ecclesiae Collegiatae ad Dei gloriam et totius Collegii omniumque eius partium 
salutarem conservationem:  quod ut efficaciter praestes, Spiritus Sancti gratiam tibi 
semper largiatur Dominus.  Amen. 
 

Take also this seat in the Chapter House that you may faithfully conduct the business of this 
Collegiate Church to the glory of God and for the safe keeping of the College both in its entirety and 
in all its parts; and that you may the more effectively perform this, may the Lord endow you 
bountifully with the grace of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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Tomorrow: 
6th October  NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 

10.00 am Matins* 
  The Venerable Dr Jane Hedges 
  Canon in Residence 
 

11.15 am Sung Eucharist* 
  The Reverend Michael Macey 
  Minor Canon and Precentor 
 

3.00 pm Evensong* 
  The Very Reverend Andrew Nunn 
  Dean of Southwark 
 

5.45 pm Organ Recital—Orlando Gibbons: The English Virginalist School 
  Peter Holder 
  Organ Scholar 
 

6.30 pm Evening Service 
  The Reverend Dr James Hawkey 
  Minor Canon and Sacrist 

 
Services marked * are sung by the Choir of Westminster Abbey. 

 
Details of all Abbey Services are available at the Abbey website: 

www.westminster-abbey.org 

 
 
 
 
Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no 1040271 and MRL 
no1040288.  Scripture Readings are from the New Revised Standard Version. 


