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‘KEEPING CHURCHES ALIVE’

The National Churches Trust (founded in 1953 as the Historic Churches
Preservation Trust) is the only national, independent, non-profit
organisation dedicated to promoting and supporting church buildings of
historic, architectural, and community value across the United Kingdom.

A charity supported by voluntary contributions and which receives no
financial support from government, the National Churches Trust has,
over the last sixty years, allocated grants and loans—worth £85 million
in today’s prices—to help repair and modernise Christian places of
worship. Twelve thousand grants and loans have ensured the good
repair of churches, chapels, and meeting houses of many Christian
denominations, and funded modern facilities to ensure that they can
serve the needs of local communities.

The origins of the National Churches Trust date back to the early 1950s,
when the state of repair of parish churches in the United Kingdom was
a serious problem. This was the culmination of decades of neglect,
stemming from the socio-economic changes of the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries, and the almost total cessation of maintenance
and repair during the Second World War.

After over half a century of valiant work, helped in no small way by the
support of trustees including Sir Winston Churchill and Sir John
Betjeman, the remit of the National Churches Trust was extended to
promote church buildings, provide support, advice and information, and
act as a catalyst for bringing in new resources to the sector.

Over the next sixty years, the challenges will be even greater as we work
to help more churches remain in good repair for worship, of benefit to
local people, and of interest to visitors exploring their fascinating art,
architecture, and history. We invite you to help us secure the future of
the United Kingdom’s places of worship by becoming a Friend of the
National Churches Trust at www.nationalchurchestrust.org.

Luke March DL,
Chairman,
National Churches Trust
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Members of the congregation are kindly requested to refrain from using
private cameras, video, or sound recording equipment. Please ensure
that mobile phones, pagers, and other electronic devices are switched off.

The church is served by a hearing loop. Users should turn their hearing
aid to the setting marked T.

The service is conducted by The Very Reverend Dr John Hall,
Dean of Westminster.

The service is sung by the Westminster Abbey Special Service Choir,
conducted by James O’Donnell, Organist and Master of the Choristers.

The organ is played by Daniel Cook, Sub-Organist.

Music before the service:

Martin Ford, Assistant Organist, plays:

Prelude and Fugue in A BWV 536 Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685–1750)

Organ Concerto in F Op 4 no 5 George Frideric Handel
HWV 293 (1685–1759)

Rhosymedre Ralph Vaughan Williams
from Three Preludes (1872–1958)
founded on Welsh hymn tunes

Prelude and Fugue in G Op 37 no 2 Felix Mendelssohn
(1809–47)

The Lord Mayor of Westminster and her Consort are received at the
Great West Door by the Dean and Chapter of Westminster and
conducted to their seats. All stand, and then sit.

Their Royal Highnesses The Duke and Duchess of Gloucester are
received by the Dean and Chapter of Westminster at the Great West
Door. All stand. Presentations are made.

Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no 1040271.
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ORDER OF SERVICE

All remain standing. The Choir sings

THE INTROIT

IWILL lift up mine eyes unto the hills: from whence cometh my help.
My help cometh even from the Lord: who hath made heaven and earth.

The Lord himself is thy keeper: the Lord is thy defence upon thy right
hand;

so that the sun shall not burn thee by day: neither the moon by night.
The Lord shall preserve thy going out, and thy coming in: from this time
forth for evermore.

Philip Ledger (1937–2012) Psalm 121: 1–2, 5–6, 8

All sing
THE HYMN

during which the Collegiate Procession, together with
Their Royal Highnesses The Duke and Duchess of Gloucester, moves
to places in Quire and the Sacrarium, and banners reflecting the work

of the National Churches Trust are processed through the Abbey

OPRAISE ye the Lord!
praise him in the height;

rejoice in his word,
ye angels of light;

ye heavens adore him
by whom ye were made,

and worship before him,
in brightness arrayed.
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O praise ye the Lord!
praise him upon earth,

in tuneful accord,
ye sons of new birth;

praise him who has brought you
his grace from above,

praise him who has taught you
to sing of his love.

O praise ye the Lord!
all things that give sound;

each jubilant chord,
re-echo around;

loud organs, his glory
forth tell in deep tone,

and, sweet harp, the story
of what he has done.

O praise ye the Lord!
thanksgiving and song

to him be outpoured
all ages along:

for love in creation,
for heaven restored,

for grace of salvation,
O praise ye the Lord! Amen, Amen.

Laudate Dominum 427 NEH Henry Williams Baker (1821–77)
Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848–1918) after Psalm 150
from Hear my words, ye people

All remain standing. The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of
Westminster, gives

THE BIDDING

WE gather in this ancient and holy place where almighty God has
been worshipped day after day for over a thousand years: truly a

house of God, a place of encounter with the sacred, the divine. God does
not need our worship; but we need to worship God in order not to
worship the passing fancies of this world, to worship the contingent, or
even to worship ourselves.
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We can so easily take for granted and even ignore the religious and
cultural riches we have inherited from the past. We should instead
recognise them, cherish them, and work to preserve them. The network
of 47,000 parish and local churches throughout our land is quite
extraordinarily rich and wonderful. Every community, however small,
however deprived, however new, has a church, and often more than one.
In all of them people gather to do what we must do if we are to retain
our balance, our true sense of ourselves: to worship almighty God.

And many churches reflect God’s beauty. Of the 16,000 Church of
England parish churches, 12,000 are listed as special. But many of them
are demanding for their communities to maintain and some are at risk.
So today we gather to thank God and to praise his holy name for the
work over the past sixty years of the National Churches Trust,
supporting communities in preserving their church, their place of
worship.

All sit for

THREE TESTIMONIES—A PASSION FOR CHURCHES

by

Rosemary Mason, St Mary de Castro, Leicester,
Olwen Jenkins, St David’s Church, Llandewi Aberarth,

and Philippa King, Memorial Community Church, Plaistow

Interviews conducted by Huw Edwards, broadcaster, BBC
and Vice-President, National Churches Trust

All remain seated. Bear Grylls, adventurer, author, and television
presenter, reads

GENESIS 28: 10–18

JACOB left Beer-sheba and went towards Haran. He came to a certainplace and stayed there for one night, because the sun had set. Taking
one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in
that place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth,
the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending
and descending on it. And the Lord stood beside him and said, ‘I am the
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Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on
which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west
and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of
the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am
with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to
this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised
you.’ Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, ‘Surely the Lord is in
this place—and I did not know it!’ And he was afraid, and said, ‘How
awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and
this is the gate of heaven.’

The Choir sings

THE MOTET

IWAS glad when they said unto me: We will go into the house of theLord.
For thither the tribes go up, even the tribes of the Lord: to testify unto
Israel, and to give thanks unto the Name of the Lord.

For there is the seat of judgement: even the seat of the house of David.
O pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee.
Peace be within thy walls: and plenteousness within thy palaces.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.

Henry Purcell (1659–95) Psalm 122
Organist of Westminster Abbey 1679–95

All remain seated. Bettany Hughes, historian, author, and broadcaster,
reads

1 ST PETER 2: 4–9

COME to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen
and precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves

be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in
scripture: ‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and
precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’ To you
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then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, ‘The
stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner’,
and ‘A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.’
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to
do. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s
own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.

All stand to sing

THE HYMN

CHRIST is our corner-stone,
on him alone we build;

with his true saints alone
the courts of heaven are filled:
on his great love
our hopes we place
of present grace
and joys above.

O then with hymns of praise
these hallowed courts shall ring;

our voices we will raise
the Three in One to sing;
and thus proclaim
in joyful song,
both loud and long,
that glorious name.
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Here may we gain from heaven
the grace which we implore;

and may that grace, once given,
be with us evermore,
until that day
when all the blest
to endless rest
are called away.

Harewood 206 NEH Latin, before 9th century
Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810–76) translated by John Chandler (1806–76)

THE ADDRESS

by

The Most Reverend and Right Honourable Justin Welby
Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate of All England and Metropolitan

All remain seated. The Choir sings

THE ANTHEM

OCLAP your hands, all ye people: shout unto God with the voice of
triumph.

For the Lord most high is terrible: he is a great King over all the earth.
God is gone up with a shout: the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.
Sing praises to God: sing praises unto our King.
For God is the King of all the earth: sing ye praises every one that hath
understanding.

God reigneth over the heathen: God sitteth upon the throne of his
holiness.

Sing praises unto our King; sing praises.

Ralph Vaughan Williams Psalm 47: 1–2, 5–8
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All kneel or remain seated. The Reverend Dr James Hawkey, Minor
Canon and Sacrist, introduces

THE PRAYERS

Let us pray to the Lord, who builds up his Church in the fellowship of
Christ.

Claire Walker, Chief Executive, National Churches Trust, says:

LET us bless the Lord for the work of the National Churches Trust:
for our service to the mission of the Church and to local communities,

and for the generosity of our supporters and donors. We pray that the
Lord will continue to inspire us with passion and commitment.
Lord, hear us:
Lord, graciously hear us.

The Reverend The Lord Griffiths of Burry Port, Superintendent Minister,
Wesley’s Chapel, London, says:

LET us bless the Lord for church buildings which inspire us to worship,and for the beauty which builds us up in holiness. We pray that our
churches might be flagships of the Gospel which shape community, and
gather people together in fellowship and solidarity with the poor and
unloved.
Lord, hear us:
Lord, graciously hear us.

The Right Reverend Lorna Hood, Moderator, General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland, says:

LET us bless the Lord for craftsmen and builders, and for architects andartists, whose skill and vision move our hearts to wonder. We pray
for all whose art and craft leads others to reflect on the faithfulness and
glory of God revealed in Jesus Christ.
Lord, hear us:
Lord, graciously hear us.

The Most Reverend George Stack, Archbishop of Cardiff, says:

LET us bless the Lord for the communities we serve, and for the manyvolunteers who show commitment and generosity in their own lives.
We pray that the Lord will build up these living stones into people who
express Christ’s self-giving love to the world.
Lord, hear us:
Lord, graciously hear us.
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Luke March, Chairman, National Churches Trust, says:

LET us bless the Lord for the natural world which inspires us and
speaks of God’s creativity and care. We pray for those who care for

our environment, who seek to reduce waste, and who are good stewards
of creation.
Lord, hear us:
Lord, graciously hear us.

The Right Reverend Nicholas Holtam, Bishop of Salisbury and Trustee,
National Churches Trust, says:

LET us bless the Lord for those who have gone before us having
enriched the tapestry of our common life through their wisdom,

talent and commitment. We pray that we too may be found faithful as
we watch for the signs of Christ’s kingdom.
Lord, hear us:
Lord, graciously hear us.

The Reverend Professor Vernon White, Canon Theologian, says:

HEAVENLY Father, through your Holy Spirit you call us into
communion with your risen Son, Jesus Christ. As we mature in

love for him, so enlarge our hearts through service, creativity, and
compassion, that our communities might grow in Christ and be renewed
by his peace: who lives and reigns with you, now and for ever. Amen.

The Sacrist concludes:

As our Saviour Christ has commanded and taught us, we are bold to say:

OUR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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All sit. Geraldine James OBE, actor, reads

PLEASE CLOSE THIS DOOR QUIETLY

THE slow, loud door: pushing against
a mound of soft dust, dust floating
heavily in a windless room; step

slowly,

Stones can deceive. The ground looks
firm, but the dust makes you blink
and feel for purchase. This is

marshland,

Difficult light to sting eyes, terrain
whose spring and tangle hides deep
gaps, cold pools, old workings;

careful.

Too much left here, the unseen lumber
dropped, knowingly or not, behind
the door to trip you while you rub

awkwardly.

At unprotected eyes, opened on thick,
still, damp, scented air, imprinted,

used and recycled, not clearing up but
catching:

The weather of memory. And underfoot
lost tracks wind round an ankle

and abandoned diggings, wells, mines,
foundations,

Wait for your foot to find them,
dropping you into the unexpected chill,

the snatched breath, the swift
seeing,

Like the bird’s flap at the edge
of your eye’s world: things left
but alive; a space shared; a stone

yielding.

The Right Reverend and Right Honourable
The Lord Williams of Oystermouth (b 1950)
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All stand to sing

THE HYMN

CHRIST is the King, O friends rejoice!
Brothers and sisters, with one voice

make all men know he is your choice:
Alleluia!

The first apostles round them drew
thousands of faithful men and true,
sharing a faith for ever new:
Alleluia!

Then magnify the Lord and raise
anthems of joy and holy praise
for Christ’s brave saints of ancient days:
Alleluia!

Christ through all ages is the same;
place the same hope in his great name,
with the same faith his word proclaim:
Alleluia!

Let Love’s unconquerable might
God’s people everywhere unite
in service to the Lord of light:
Alleluia!

Vulpius (Gelobt sei Gott) 345 NEH George Bell (1883–1958)
Melchior Vulpius Gesangbuch 1609

14



All remain standing. The Dean pronounces

THE BLESSING

GOD grant to the living, grace; to the departed, rest; to the Church,
The Queen, the Commonwealth, and all mankind, peace and

concord; and to us sinners, life everlasting; and the blessing of God
almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and
remain with you always. Amen.

All remain standing to sing

THE NATIONALANTHEM

GOD save our gracious Queen,
long live our noble Queen,

God save The Queen.
Send her victorious,
happy, and glorious,
long to reign over us:
God save The Queen.

from Thesaurus Musicus c 1743 anonymous and
arranged by Gordon Jacob (1895–1984) William Edward Hickson (1803–70)

All remain standing as the Procession moves to the west end of the
Abbey.

Music after the service:

Triumphal Song Herbert Brewer (1865–1928)

Members of the congregation are requested to remain in their
places until invited to move by the Stewards.

The bells of the Abbey Church are rung.

A retiring collection will be taken for the National Churches Trust.
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PROCESSION OF BANNERS

St Arvan, St Arvan, Monmouthshire
Repairing lead flashings and roof tiles.

All Souls, Eastbourne, East Sussex
The dove symbolises the Holy Spirit

St Andrew, Little Massingham, Norfolk
Windows in this church, which dates back to the

Norman period.

All Saints’, Whiteparish, Wiltshire
Stone fan vaulting showing the Perpendicular style.

St Leonard, Yarpole, Herefordshire
The community shop and post office adjoining

the church.

St John the Baptist, Hope Bagot, Shropshire
The church and its wildflower churchyard.
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Many places of worship are in need of urgent repair and restoration. The
National Churches Trust supports this work through its grant
programmes, which are entirely dependent on voluntary contributions.



With grateful thanks to our banner bearers and ushers
from All Saints’ Church, Kingston; Memorial
Community Church, Plaistow; Old St Paul’s,
Edinburgh; St Martin-in-the-Fields High School,
Tulse Hill; and the officers, staff, and volunteers
from Westminster Abbey and the National Churches
Trust.
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