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Members of the congregation are kindly requested to refrain from using private 

cameras, video, or sound recording equipment.  Please ensure that mobile phones, 

pagers, and other electronic devices are switched off. 

 

The Church is served by a hearing loop.  Users should turn their hearing aid to the 

setting marked T. 

 

Please join in saying those parts of the Service printed in bold type. 

 

The Service is conducted by The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of Westminster. 

 

 

The Service is sung by the Choirs of Belsize Square Synagogue and West London 

Synagogue, the Belsize Square Synagogue Youth Choir, the Belsize Square 

Synagogue Community Choir, and the Zemel Choir, conducted by Benjamin Wolf and 

Christopher Bowers-Broadbent. 

 

 

The Organ is played by Peter Holder, Organ Scholar. 

 

 

 

 

 

Music before the Service:  

 

Peter Holder, Organ Scholar, plays: 

 

L’année liturgique israélite Jehan Alain (1911–40) 

 

Consolations Louis Lewandowski (1821–94) 

 

Adagio in E Frank Bridge (1879–1941) 

 

 

 

Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of Greater London is received at the Great West 

Door by the Dean and Chapter of Westminster and is conducted to his seat.  All 

remain seated. 

 

The Lord Mayor of Westminster is received at the Great West Door by the Dean and 

Chapter of Westminster and is conducted to her seat.  All stand, and then sit. 

 

 
Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no 1040271. 



3 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
 
All stand as the Collegiate Procession moves to places in Quire and the Sacrarium, 

and the Shoah candelabra from Belsize Square Synagogue is processed through the 

Abbey Church. 
 

 

All remain standing.  The Dean gives 
 

THE BIDDING 
 

Seventy-five years after the terrible pogrom against the Jews by the Nazi regime on 

the night of 9
th
–10

th
 November 1938, a night we know as Kristallnacht, or the Night 

of Broken Glass, we gather for a solemn act of remembrance.  We shall hear of the 

experience of those days, and we shall mourn again not only the victims of that night, 

but all the victims of Nazi persecution. 

 

Here in this holy and royal place, known as the House of God and House of Kings, at 

the centre of our national life, where over more than a thousand years countless 

occasions have been known of celebration and mourning, we shall pray, each in our 

own tradition, Jews and Christians together, sharing a common experience of worship 

of the one God, our prayer together itself a sign of hope. 

 

We shall pray for communities divided by war and hatred, for people under the threat 

of persecution, for a growth in mutual understanding and respect throughout the 

world between the children of Abraham and between those of faith and of no faith, 

and, wherever there is despair for hope, above all for trust in the God who makes and 

loves his people. 

 

 

 

 

All sit for 
 

A REFLECTION 
 

by 
 

Ruth Rosen 
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All stand to sing 
 

THE HYMN 
 

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; 
   he makes me down to lie 
in pastures green;  he leadeth me 
   the quiet waters by. 
 
My soul he doth restore again, 
   and me to walk doth make 
within the paths of righteousness, 
   e’en for his own name’s sake. 
 
Yea, though I walk through death’s dark vale, 
   yet will I fear no ill; 
for thou art with me, and thy rod 
   and staff me comfort still. 
 
My table thou hast furnishèd 
   in presence of my foes; 
my head thou dost with oil anoint 
   and my cup overflows. 
 
Goodness and mercy all my life 
   shall surely follow me; 
and in God’s house for evermore 
   my dwelling-place shall be. 

 

Crimond 459 NEH Psalm 23 in Scottish Psalter 1650 
Jessie Seymour Irvine (1836–87) 

 

 

 

All sit for 
 

A TESTIMONY 
 

by 
 

John Izbicki 
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All stand.  The Dean says: 

 

O comforting and compassionate One, you walk with your people when they ache 

with the pain of suffering; grant us a glimpse of the way it will be when all that is 

fragile and precious will be transformed by your holy light and redeemed by your 

love.  Amen. 

 

 

All sit.  Stephen Douse, Tenor, and the Choirs of Belsize Square Synagogue and West 

London Synagogue, sing 
 

SHOMEIR YISRAEL 
 

during which the six memorial candles are lit by Ann Kirk, survivor of Kristallnacht; 

Rabbi Stuart Altshuler, Rabbi, Belsize Square Synagogue;  

The Reverend David Stanton, Canon in Residence, Westminster Abbey;  

Dr Norman Walter, Minister, German Embassy in London;  

His Excellency Daniel Taub, Israeli Ambassador to the Court of St James;  

and Joshua Kirk, grandson of Ann Kirk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shomeir yisrael, sh’mor sh’eirit yisrael,  

v’al yovad yisrael, ha-omrim sh’ma yisrael.   

Shomeir goy echad, sh’mor sh’eirit am echad,  

v’al yovad goy echad, ham’yachadim shim’cha Adonai Elohaynu, Adonai Echad. 

Shomeir goy kadosh, sh’mor sh’eirit am kadosh,  

v’al yovad goy kadosh ham’shal’shim, b’shilush l’kadosh. 

 

Guardian of Israel, guard the remnant of Israel; 

let Israel not perish who daily declare:  ‘Hear O Israel!’ 

Guardian of this unique nation, guard the remnant of a people who are one; 

let this nation that stands alone not perish, who daily declare: ‘The Lord is our God, 

the Lord is One!’ 

Guardian of this holy nation, guard the remnant of a holy people;  

let this holy nation not perish, who daily declare:  ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord!’ 
 

Samuel Alman (1877–1947) 
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All remain seated.  Rabbi Helen Freeman, Principal Rabbi, West London Synagogue, 

reads 
 

LAMENTATIONS 1:  1–4, 7 
 

How lonely sits the city that once was full of people!  How like a widow she has 

become, she that was great among the nations!  She that was a princess among the 

provinces has become a vassal.  She weeps bitterly in the night, with tears on her 

cheeks; among all her lovers she has no one to comfort her; all her friends have dealt 

treacherously with her; they have become her enemies.  Judah has gone into exile 

with suffering and hard servitude; she lives now among the nations, and finds no 

resting-place; her pursuers have all overtaken her in the midst of her distress.  The 

roads to Zion mourn, for no one comes to the festivals; all her gates are desolate, her 

priests groan; her young girls grieve, and her lot is bitter.  Jerusalem remembers, in 

the days of her affliction and wandering, all the precious things that were hers in days 

of old.  When her people fell into the hand of the foe, and there was no one to help 

her, the foe looked on mocking over her downfall. 

 

 

 

A TESTIMONY 
 

by 
 

Lilian Levy 

 

 

 

All remain seated.  The Belsize Square Synagogue Youth Choir, accompanied by 

Gemma Rosefield, ‘cello, sing 
 

ROZHINKES MIT MANDLEN  
 

In dem beys hamikdosh, in a vinkl cheyder, 

Sitst die almone bas tsioyn aleyn, 

Ihr ben yochidl yidele vigt zi keseyder 

Un singt im tsum schlofn a lidele sheyn. 

Unter yideles vigele  

Shteyt a klor vays tsigele. 

Dos tsigele is geforn handlen,  

Dos vet zayn dayn baruf. 

Rozhinkes mit mandlen, 

Schlofzhe yidele schlof. 
 



7 

 

In a corner room of the great Temple 

Sits the widowed daughter of Zion, alone. 

Her only son, Yideleh, she rocks gently, 

And sings him to sleep with a lovely little song. 

Under Yideleh’s cradle  

Stands a pure white goat. 

The little goat will go forth into commerce,  

Oh, this will be your calling. 

Raisins with almonds,  

Sleep my Yideleh, sleep. 
 

Abraham Goldfaden (1840–1908) translated by Irene Heskes (1923–99) 

arranged by Benjamin Wolf 

 

 

 

 

THE ADDRESS 
 

by 
 

Rabbi The Baroness Neuberger DBE 

Senior Rabbi, West London Synagogue 

 

 

 

 

The Choirs of West London Synagogue and Belsize Square Synagogue, together with 

the Belsize Square Synagogue Community Choir, sing 
 

ENOSH KE’CHATZIR 
 

Enosh ke’chatzir yamav, k’tzitz hasadeh ken yatzitz. Ki ruach ovrah bo, v’einenu.  

V’lo yakirenu od m’komo. V’chesed Adonai mei-olam v’ad olam al y’rei’av.  

V’tzidkato livnei vanim. 

 

As for mortals, their days are like grass; they flourish like a flower of the field; for 

the wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more.  But the 

steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him, 

and his righteousness to children’s children. 
 

Louis Lewandowski Psalm 103:  15 
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Paul Heller, Cantor, Belsize Square Synagogue, chants 
 

EL MALEI RACHAMIM 

 

El malei rachamim, shochein bamromim, ham’tzei m’nuchah n’chonah, tachat kanfei 

hashechinah, b’ma’alot k’doshim u’t’horim k’zohar harakia mazhirim l’nishmot 

acheinu v’achyoteinu she’matu al kiddush hasheim.  Yanuchu vashalvah uvashalom 

shelo yadu v’chayyeihem.  Ana ba’al harachamim, hastireim b’seiter k’nafecha 

l’olamim.  Utz’ror bitzror hachayyim et nishmatam.  Adonai hu nachalatam, 

v’yanuchu v’shalom al mishkavam v’nomar.  Amen.  
 

God full of compassion, whose presence is over us, may the souls of our six million 

dead who have gone to their everlasting home with the holy and pure on high who 

shine as the lights of heaven find the safety and rest denied them on earth beneath the 

shelter of your presence.  Source of mercy, cover them in the shelter of your wings 

forever, and bind their souls into the gathering of life.  It is God who is their heritage.  

May they be at peace in their place of rest.  Amen. 

 

 

All stand.  Rabbi Helen Freeman leads 
 

KADDISH 



9 

 

Yitgaddal v’yitkaddash sh’mei rabba b’alma di v’ra chirutei v’yamlich malchutei, 

b’chayyeichon uv’yomeichon uv’chayyei di chol beit yisrael ba’agala uvizman kariv, 

v’imru Amen.  Y’hei sh’mei rabba m’varach, l’alam ul’almei almaya.  Yitbarach 

v’yishtabbach v’yitpa’ar v’yitromam v’yitnassei v’yithaddar v’yit’alleh vi’yithallal, 

sh’mei di kudsha, b’rich hu. L’eilla min kol birchata v’shirata, tushb’chata 

v’nechamata di amaran b’alma v’imru Amen.  Y’hei sh’lama rabba min sh’maya, 

v’chayyim aleinu v’al kol yisrael v’imru Amen.  Oseh shalom bimromav, hu ya’aseh 

shalom aleinu v’al kol yisrael, v’imru Amen. 

 

Let us magnify and let us sanctify the great name of God in the world which He 

created according to His will.  May His kingdom come in your lifetime, and in your 

days, and in the lifetime of the family of Israel—quickly and speedily may it come.  

Amen.  May the greatness of His being be blessed from eternity to eternity.  Let us 

bless and let us extol, let us tell aloud and let us raise aloft, let us set on high and let 

us honour and let us praise the Holy One—blessed be He!—though He is far beyond 

any blessing or song, any honour or consolation that can be spoken of in this world.  

Amen.  May great peace from heaven and the gift of life be granted to us and to 

all the family of Israel: Amen.  May He who makes peace in the highest bring this 

peace upon us and upon all Israel: Amen. 

 

 

 

All sit for  
 

A TESTIMONY 
 

by 
 

Victor Greenberg 

 

 

Rabbi Helen Freeman leads 
 

THE CANTICLE 
 

The wilderness and the dry land shall rejoice, the desert shall blossom and burst into 

song. 

They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 

Strengthen the weary hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 

Say to the anxious, ‘Be strong, fear not, your God is coming with judgement, 

coming with judgement to save you.’ 

Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

Then shall the lame leap like a hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 

The ransomed of the Lord shall return with singing, with everlasting joy upon 

their heads. 

Joy and gladness shall be theirs, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
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The Belsize Square Synagogue Youth Choir sings 
 

ELIYAHU HANAVI 
 

 

Eliyahu hanavi, Eliyahu haTishbi, Eliyahu haGiladi.  Bimheirah yavo eileynu im 

mashiach ben David. 

 

Elijah the prophet, Elijah the Tishbite, Elijah the man of Gilead.  May he come to us 

soon with the Messiah, son of David. 
 

Traditional sung at the Havdalah 

arranged by Viktor Ullmann (1898–1944) 

 

 

 

All remain seated.  The Reverend Dr Robert Reiss, Canon Emeritus of Westminster, 

reads 
 

ST MATTHEW 5:  1–10 
 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 

disciples came to him.  Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:  ‘Blessed 

are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are those who 

mourn, for they will be comforted.  Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the 

earth.  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 

filled.  Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  Blessed are the pure in 

heart, for they will see God.  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 

children of God.  Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.’ 

 

 

All remain seated.  Shirley Vaughan, Soprano, The Zemel Choir, and the Choirs of 

Belsize Square Synagogue and West London Synagogue, accompanied by Gemma 

Rosefield, ‘cello, sing  
 

THROUGH A GLASS, DARKLY 
 

 
 

Hashkiveinu Adonai eloheinu l’shalom, v’ha-amideinu malkeinu l’chayim; 
 

O Lord, help us to lie down in peace and awaken us, our ruler, again to life; 

 

Ufros aleinu sukat sh’lomecha. 
 

Spread over us the covering of your peace. 
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I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills:  from whence cometh my help.  

My help cometh from the Lord:  which made heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in the sun, 

though it is late in rising. 
 

I believe in love, 

though it is absent. 
 

I believe in God, 

though he is silent. 

 

V’tak’neinu b’eitza tova mil’fanecha, 
 

Guide us with your good counsel, 

 

v’hoshienu l’ma-an sh’mecha. 
 

and save us for the sake of your name. 

 

Uf’ros aleinu sukat sh’lomecha. 
 

Spread over us the covering of your peace. 
 

For ever more. 
 

Cecilia McDowall (b 1951) from the Hashkiveinu Prayer, 

Specially commissioned for this Service Psalm 121:  1–2, 

by the Zemel Choir and an unsigned inscription  

and the Jewish Music Institute found on the wall of a cave in Cologne, 

 taken from Holocaust Poetry  

 compiled and introduced by Hilda Schiff  

 © 1996 St Martin’s Griffin 

 

 

 

All kneel or remain seated.  The Reverend Dr James Hawkey, Minor Canon and 

Sacrist, leads 
 

THE PRAYERS 
 

We give thanks for the fruits of generosity and nobility of heart that have grown from 

the events of horror and tyranny; for the forgiveness and reconciliation borne out of 

the experience of human suffering; and for the peace that God alone can give. 
 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 
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We give thanks for the human journey that we share with one another and for the 

different stories that fashion our experience of the world.  May the deepening of 

Jewish and Christian relations in recent years help us to walk more sensitively with 

those who, like us, respond to beauty, feel pain, need love, and experience grief. 
 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

The Right Reverend Nigel McCulloch KCVO says: 
 

We pray for all who still bear the scars of suffering; for those who are humiliated and 

oppressed; for the displaced, the war-torn and the victims of sectarian violence; for 

all who have no place to call their own, and for those who have lost homes and 

families as a consequence of persecution, enforced exile, or ethnic cleansing. 
 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

We pray for the stricken and the afflicted, and for all who are acquainted with grief: 

give them security under the law, a place to live, and neighbours they can trust.  
 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

The Sacrist concludes: 
 

Uphold, O God, all who are despised and rejected.  Be to them a light showing the 

way ahead; a rock giving them strength to stand; a song rejoicing at all things 

overcome.  Amen. 

 

We pray together:  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy 

will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 

us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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All stand to sing 
 

THE HYMN 

 

All my hope on God is founded; 

   he doth still my trust renew. 

Me through change and chance he guideth, 

   only good and only true. 

      God unknown, 

      he alone 

      calls my heart to be his own. 
 

Pride of man and earthly glory, 

   sword and crown betray his trust; 

what with care and toil he buildeth, 

   tower and temple, fall to dust. 

      But God’s power, 

      hour by hour, 

      is my temple and my tower. 
 

God’s great goodness aye endureth, 

   deep his wisdom, passing thought: 

splendour, light, and life attend him, 

   beauty springeth out of naught. 

      Evermore  

      from his store 

      new-born worlds rise and adore. 
 

Daily doth th’Almighty giver 

   bounteous gifts on us bestow; 

his desire our soul delighteth, 

   pleasure leads us where we go. 

      Love doth stand 

      at his hand; 

      joy doth wait on his command. 
 

Michael 333 NEH  Robert Bridges (1844–1930) 

Herbert Howells (1892–1983) 
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All remain standing for 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

Unto God’s gracious mercy and protection we commit you. The Lord bless you and 

keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you; the 

Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you, and give you peace.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

All remain standing as the Party leaves the Sacrarium.  

 

 

Music after the Service: 

 

Allegro moderato e serioso Felix Mendelssohn (1809–47) 

from Sonata in F minor Op 65 no 1 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Westminster Abbey is extremely grateful to all those from the Jewish 

and Christian faith communities who have made this Service possible. 


