
Tuesday 10th December 2013

6.30 pm

A SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING

FOR THE 

600TH ANNIVERSARY 

OF THE 

UNIVERSITY OF ST ANDREWS

Westminster Abbey



2



600 YEARS OF RESEARCH AND TEACHING

The University of St Andrews is celebrating 600 years of teaching and

scholarship. The centuries that have passed since its first student, William

Yellowlock, graduated as a bachelor in the Faculty of Arts in 1414 have

been marked by growth and expansion. Today the University is recognised

internationally as a centre for excellence in the humanities and the sciences

and highly regarded for its active fostering of interdisciplinary

collaboration. 

The University is small, with 500 academic staff and 8,000 students, but it

has a strong record of close collaboration between disciplines and

identifying niche areas where it can make leading contributions. It has

evolved far beyond its medieval remit to encompass eighteen academic

Schools and fifty Research Centres and Institutes working at the cutting

edge of knowledge and understanding. St Andrews has garnered an

enviable reputation both for the vigorous variety of scholarship undertaken

here, and for the symbiosis between research and teaching, which gives

students access at every level to ground-breaking ideas, even those still in

development. 

National and international student surveys consistently rank St Andrews as

one of the best places to study in the UK, or indeed in the world. Many of

its science units overlook the famous Old Course which holds a unique

place in the history of golf. The size of the University and the town, and

the presence of a School structure, make it easy for students to feel part of

the academic and local communities.

Regular teaching from academics who are world leaders in their field

contributes substantially to the make-up of an unparalleled educational

experience which builds on the great Scottish tradition of the four-year

first degree and fosters close links in research and teaching between the

arts and sciences. The composition of the student body is unique, with a

cosmopolitan population that produces a stimulating and challenging

social and intellectual atmosphere in which to learn and grow. 
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Members of the congregation are kindly requested to refrain from using
private cameras, video, or sound recording equipment.  Please ensure that
mobile phones, pagers, and other electronic devices are switched off.

The church is served by a hearing loop.  Users should turn their hearing
aid to the setting marked T.

The service is conducted by The Very Reverend Dr John Hall,
Dean of Westminster.

The service is sung by the Choir of Westminster Abbey, conducted by 
James O’Donnell, Organist and Master of the Choristers.

The organ is played by Daniel Cook, Sub-Organist.

The pipes are played by the Pipes and Drums of the London Scottish, by
kind permission of the Commanding Officer of the London Regiment,
Lieutenant Colonel Rupert Pim.

The Honourable Artillery Company fanfare trumpeters appear by kind
permission of Lieutenant Colonel H J Wilkinson, Commanding Officer,
Honourable Artillery Company.

Music before the service: 

Peter Holder, Organ Scholar, plays:

Prelude and Fugue in C BWV 547 Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685–1750)

White Note Paraphrase James MacMillan
(b 1959)

Chorale Partita ‘Freu dich sehr, o meine Seele’ Georg Böhm
(1661–1733)

All remain seated as the Rector, the Vice-Presidents of the London Alumni
Club, the senior officers of the University of St Andrews, the Chairman of
the London Alumni Club, the Principal and Vice-Chancellor, and the
Chancellor of the University of St Andrews move to their seats in the
Lantern.

The Lord Mayor of Westminster is received by the Dean and Chapter at the
Great West Door and conducted to her place. All stand, and then sit.

Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no 1040271.
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ORDER OF SERVICE

All stand as the Choir moves to the Great West Door.  The Choir sings

THE INTROIT

PREPARE ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway

for our God.  All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the

flower of the field.

Humphrey Clucas (b 1941) Isaiah 40: 3, 6

All remain standing.  Professor Louise Richardson, Principal and
Vice-Chancellor, University of St Andrews, reads from the Nave Pulpit

PROVERBS 8:  1–4; 22–31

DOES not wisdom call, and does not understanding raise her voice?

On the heights, beside the way, at the crossroads she takes her stand;

beside the gates in front of the town, at the entrance of the portals she cries

out: ‘To you, O people, I call, and my cry is to all that live.  The Lord

created me at the beginning of his work, the first of his acts of long ago.

Ages ago I was set up, at the first, before the beginning of the earth.  When

there were no depths I was brought forth, when there were no springs

abounding with water.  Before the mountains had been shaped, before the

hills, I was brought forth—when he had not yet made earth and fields, or

the world’s first bits of soil.  When he established the heavens, I was there,

when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, when he made firm the skies

above, when he established the fountains of the deep, when he assigned to

the sea its limit, so that the waters might not transgress his command, when

he marked out the foundations of the earth, then I was beside him, like a

master worker; and I was daily his delight, rejoicing before him always,

rejoicing in his inhabited world and delighting in the human race.’
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All sing
THE HYMN

during which the Collegiate Procession
moves to places in Quire and the Sacrarium

O COME, O come, Emmanuel!
redeem thy captive Israel,

that into exile drear is gone
far from the face of God’s dear Son.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou Wisdom from on high!
who madest all in earth and sky,

creating man from dust and clay:
to us reveal salvation’s way.

O come, thou Root of Jesse! draw
the quarry from the lion’s claw;

from those dread caverns of the grave,
from nether hell, thy people save.

O come, thou Lord of David’s Key!
the royal door fling wide and free;

safeguard for us the heavenward road,
and bar the way to death’s abode.

O come, O come, thou Dayspring bright!
pour on our souls thy healing light;

dispel the long night’s lingering gloom,
and pierce the shadows of the tomb.

O come, Desire of nations! show
thy kingly reign on earth below;

thou Corner-stone, uniting all,
restore the ruin of our fall.

Veni Emmanuel 11 NEH Cologne 1710, based on the ancient Advent Antiphons
adapted from a French Missal translated by Thomas Alexander Lacey
by Thomas Helmore (1811–90) (1853–1931)
arranged by James O’Donnell (b 1961)
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All remain standing.  The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of
Westminster, gives

THE BIDDING

AT Westminster, we remember 1413 as the year when the king of

England, Henry IV, taken ill here, died in the Jerusalem Chamber.

His reign had been turbulent:  ‘By…indirect crook’d ways [he] met his

crown; and…troublesome it sat upon [his] head’. In Europe, the times

were in turmoil: the papacy divided, the king of Scots imprisoned in the

Tower of London.

Turmoil is a necessary condition for growth. In St Andrews, that same

year, a papal decree nurtured a seed that has grown into a mighty tree of

learning. In Advent, the Church invites us to face our own confusion, the

turmoil of our times, and our need of peace and of salvation; and to look

forward with hope and trust to the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus

Christ, and to his coming judgement.

So we pause, looking back and looking forward, remembering and hoping,

in the presence of almighty God, who unites in himself all time and

eternity, to praise him and to give thanks for what has been, and to pray

with confidence for what will come.

All remain standing for

THE PROCESSION OF THE MACE

A fanfare is sounded as the procession forms.

All sit.  The Right Honourable Sir Menzies Campbell CH CBE QC MP,
Chancellor, University of St Andrews, reads from the Great Pulpit

from THE PAPAL BULL ESTABLISHING THE UNIVERSITY

BY our apostolic authority we have appointed and also ordained, to the

said King, Bishop, Prior, Archdeacon, and Chapter…that in the city

of St Andrews, situated in the kingdom of Scotland, there shall be for the

future a general school, and that it shall in all time to come flourish there.
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While we diligently consider, and with earnest meditation reflect, that by

the schools of letters, through the favour of him from whom every good

and perfect gift flows, men are rendered learned in the sciences, by whom

the truth of the Scriptures is expounded, the ignorant are instructed, and the

more advanced rise to higher attainment.

We, by the tenor of these presents, institute and found, and our city above

named may flourish together, and the power of the University render the

city powerful; and this, as regards the said University, under the directing

influence of anxious consideration, we desire with all our might to follow

out, so that it may rejoice in the fullness of its peaceful and prosperous

condition, and that the study of divine and human law, of medicine, and of

the liberal arts or faculties may be ardently carried on.  And that the said

University may be rich in the honour of its students.

All remain seated as the Mace of the College of St Salvator of the
University of St Andrews, accompanied by candle bearers representing the
University community, is borne through the Abbey, and received at the
High Altar.  

Hamish Young, graduate, University of St Andrews, plays:

Lord MacDonald of the Isles’ March to Harlaw traditional

All stand.  The Dean says:

Let us pray.

O LORD God, most high, most holy, to whom angels and archangels

and all the host of heaven ascribe unceasing praise; accept our thanks

for the University of St Andrews, for its rich history and its present

strength. Hear our prayer that your holy wisdom will enlighten the minds

of all who study and teach, that through their scholarship and commitment

to truth, they might enable society to flourish and your will to be done. We

ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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All sing

GAUDEAMUS IGITUR

GAUDEAMUS igitur, Let us rejoice, therefore,
juvenes dum sumus: while we are young:

Gaudeamus igitur,

juvenes dum sumus:

post jucundum juventutem, after a pleasant youth,
post molestam senectutem, after a troubling old age,
nos habebit humus, the earth will have us.
nos habebit humus.

Vivat academia, Long live the academy,
vivant professores, long live the professors,
Vivat academia, 

vivant professores,

vivat membrum quodlibet, long live each student,
vivat membra quaelibet, long live each and every member;
semper sint in flore, for ever may they flourish!
semper sint in flore!

Pereat tristitia, Let sadness perish,
pereant osores, let haters perish,
Pereat tristitia, 

pereant osores,

pereat diabolus, let the devil perish,
quivis antiburschius, and also the opponents of the fraternities,
atque irrisores, and their mockers, too!
atque irrisores!
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All sit.  The Choir sings

GABRIEL’S MESSAGE

THE angel Gabriel from heaven came,

his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;

‘All hail’, said he, ‘thou lowly maiden Mary,

most highly favoured lady,’  Gloria!

‘For known a blessèd Mother thou shalt be,

all generations laud and honour thee,

thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold.

Most highly favoured lady,’  Gloria!

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head,

‘To me be as it pleaseth God,’ she said,

‘My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name.’

Most highly favoured lady,  Gloria!

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born

in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,

and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say:

Most highly favoured lady,  Gloria!

traditional Basque melody Sabine Baring-Gould (1834–1924)
arranged by Edgar Pettman (1866–1943)

All remain seated.  Alan Chalmers, Chairman, Service of Thanksgiving
Steering Committee, reads from the Great Lectern

ISAIAH 9:  1–7

BUT there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish.  In the

former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the

land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the

sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.  The people who

walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of

deep darkness—on them light has shined.  You have multiplied the nation,

you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the

harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.  For the yoke of their

burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you
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have broken as on the day of Midian.  For all the boots of the tramping

warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the

fire.  For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests

upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  His authority shall grow continually,

and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.

He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from

this time onward and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do

this.

All stand to sing

THE HYMN

IT came upon the midnight clear,

that glorious song of old,

from angels bending near the earth

to touch their harps of gold:

‘Peace on the earth, good will to men,

from heaven’s all-gracious King!’

The world in solemn stillness lay 

to hear the angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies they come,

with peaceful wings unfurled;

and still their heavenly music floats

o’er all the weary world;

above its sad and lowly plains

they bend on hovering wing;

and ever o’er its Babel sounds

the blessèd angels sing.
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Yet with the woes of sin and strife

the world has suffered long;

beneath the angel-strain have rolled

two thousand years of wrong;

and man, at war with man, hears not

the love-song which they bring:

O hush the noise, ye men of strife,

and hear the angels sing.

For lo, the days are hastening on,

by prophet-bards foretold,

when, with the ever-circling years

comes round the age of gold;

when peace shall over all the earth

its ancient splendours fling,

and the whole world give back the song

which now the angels sing.

Noël 44 100CC Edmund Hamilton Sears (1810–76)
English traditional melody 
adapted by Arthur Sullivan (1842–1900)

All sit.  James North, Chairman, University of St Andrews Alumni Club,
London, reads from the Nave Pulpit

ST MATTHEW 1:  18–23

NOW the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his

mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived

together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.  Her husband

Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public

disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.  But just when he had resolved to

do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph,

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, and you are

to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’  All this

took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him

Emmanuel,’ which means, ‘God is with us.’
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All remain seated.  The Choir sings

IN DULCI JUBILO

IN dulci jubilo  in sweet delight
let us our homage shew;

our heart’s joy reclineth

in praesepio,  in the manger
and like a bright star shineth

Matris in gremio.  in a mother’s lap
Alpha es et O.  you are Alpha and Omega

O Jesu parvule!  O infant Jesus
My heart is sore for thee!

Hear me, I beseech thee,

O Puer optime!  O holiest child
My prayer let it reach thee,

O princeps gloriae!  O Prince of Glory
Trahe me post te!  Lead me along with you

O Patris caritas,  the Father’s love
O Nati lenitas!  the mercy of the Son
Deeply were we stained

per nostra crimina;  through our sins
but thou hast for us gained

caelorum gaudia.  the joy of heaven
O that we were there!

Ubi sunt gaudia,  Where are joy and gladness?
where, if that they be not there?

There are angels singing

nova cantica,  new songs
there the bells are ringing

in Regis curia:  in the King’s hall
O that we were there!

Old German carol translated by Robert Pearsall
arranged by Robert Pearsall (1795–1856)
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All stand to sing

THE HYMN

O LITTLE town of Bethlehem,

how still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep

the silent stars go by:

yet in thy dark streets shineth

the everlasting Light;

the hopes and fears of all the years

are met in thee tonight.

O morning stars, together

proclaim the holy birth,

and praises sing to God the King,

and peace to men on earth.

For Christ is born of Mary;

and, gathered all above,

while mortals sleep, the angels keep

their watch of wondering love.

How silently, how silently,

the wondrous gift is given!

So God imparts to human hearts

the blessings of his heaven.

No ear may hear his coming;

but in this world of sin,

where meek souls will receive him still,

the dear Christ enters in.
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O holy Child of Bethlehem,

descend to us, we pray;

cast out our sin, and enter in,

be born in us to-day.

We hear the Christmas angels

the great glad tidings tell:

O come to us, abide with us,

our Lord Emmanuel.

traditional English melody Phillips Brooks (1835–93)
descant by Thomas Armstrong (1898–1994)

THE ADDRESS

by

The Right Reverend and Right Honourable Dr Richard Chartres KCVO

Lord Bishop of London

All remain seated.  The Choir sings

BETHLEHEM DOWN

‘WHEN he is King we will give him the King’s gifts,

myrrh for its sweetness, and gold for a crown,

beautiful robes,’ said the young girl to Joseph;

fair with her first-born on Bethlehem Down.

Bethlehem Down is full of the starlight,

winds for the spices, and stars for the gold,

Mary for sleep, and for lullaby music

songs of a shepherd by Bethlehem fold.

When he is King, they will clothe him in grave-sheets,

myrrh for embalming, and wood for a crown,

he that lies now in the white arms of Mary

sleeping so lightly on Bethlehem Down.

Here he has peace and a short while for dreaming,

close-huddled oxen to keep him from cold,

Mary for love, and for lullaby music

songs of a shepherd by Bethlehem fold.

Peter Warlock (1894–1930) Bruce Blunt (1899–1957)
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All kneel or remain seated.  The Reverend Dr James Hawkey, Minor
Canon and Sacrist of Westminster, leads

THE PRAYERS

In peace and thanksgiving let us pray to the Father, whose love is revealed

in the Word made flesh.

The Reverend Dr Donald MacEwan, Chaplain to the University of St
Andrews, says:

WE give thanks for the University of St Andrews, and for the

enrichment of wisdom and learning; we praise God for the gift of

education, and for the passion which drives us to pursue excellence and

truth. 

Let us bless the Lord:

Thanks be to God.

The Right Reverend Lorna Hood, Moderator of the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland, says:

WE give thanks for the University’s founders and benefactors; for their

munificence, devotion, and creativity; and we praise God for the

generosity of those who have enabled others to benefit from teaching and

research.

Let us bless the Lord:

Thanks be to God.

The Reverend Professor Iain Torrance, Dean of the Chapel Royal in
Scotland, says:

WE give thanks to God for community and collegiate life; we praise

God for our friends and colleagues, and for all those who support the

pastoral life of St Andrews. 

Let us bless the Lord:

Thanks be to God.

The Right Reverend Robert Gillies, Bishop of Aberdeen and Orkney, says:

WE pray for all those in public and political life who have

responsibility for education in our society; that they might be

committed to shaping mature communities of virtue, truth, and trust.

Lord hear us;

Lord graciously hear us.
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The Venerable Sheila Watson, Archdeacon of Canterbury, says:

WE pray for a sustained spirit of generosity and philanthropy amongst

those able to support the cost of education and research, and for

those who do not have the resources to maintain themselves in academic

life.

Lord hear us;

Lord graciously hear us.

The Reverend David Stanton, Canon Treasurer, says:

WE pray for networks and individuals who seek to bring peace to the

isolated, estranged, or unloved; for all who find it difficult to belong

in a community; and for those who will this night know violence, pain, or

sorrow.

Lord hear us;

Lord graciously hear us.

The Sacrist continues:

ALMIGHTY God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and

to put on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in

which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last

day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living

and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who is alive

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.  Amen.

All these our prayers and praises let us now present before our heavenly

Father in the prayer our Saviour Christ has taught us:

OUR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy

kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  Give

us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we

forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into

temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the

power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.
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All sit or remain seated.  The Choir sings

THE SUSSEX CAROL

ON Christmas night all Christians sing, 

to hear the news the angels bring,

news of great joy, news of great mirth,

news of our merciful King’s birth.

Then why should men on earth be so sad,

since our Redeemer made us glad,

when from our sin he set us free,

all for to gain our liberty?

When sin departs before his grace,

then life and health come in its place;

angels and men with joy may sing

all for to see the new-born King.

All out of darkness we have light,

which made the angels sing this night:

‘Glory to God and peace to men,

now and for evermore.  Amen’.

traditional English melody
arranged by Philip Ledger (1937–2012)

All stand to sing
THE HYMN

O COME, all ye faithful,

joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;

come and behold him

born the King of Angels:

O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
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All remain standing.  Councillor Philippa Roe, Leader, Westminster City
Council, reads from the Great Lectern

ST JOHN 1:  1–14

IN the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.  All things came

into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through
him.  He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  He was
in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him.  He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him.  But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he
gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of
the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  And the Word
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as
of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

The hymn continues:

God of God,

Light of Light,

lo!  he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;

Very God,

begotten, not created:

O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Child, for us sinners

poor and in the manger,

fain we embrace thee, with awe and love;

who would not love thee,

loving us so dearly?

Sing, choirs of angels,

sing in exultation,

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;

‘Glory to God

in the highest’:

Adeste fideles 54 100CC Latin, attributed to John Francis Wade
attributed to John Francis Wade (1711–86) translated Frederick Oakeley (1802–80)
arranged by David Hill (b 1957)
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All remain standing.  The Dean pronounces

THE BLESSING

CHRIST the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness

from before your path, and make you ready to meet him when he

comes in glory; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and

the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

All remain standing as the Processions move to the west end of the Abbey.

Music after the service:

Final from Symphonie I Louis Vierne (1870–1937)

Members of the congregation are requested to remain in their places 

until invited to move by the Stewards.

A retiring collection is taken in aid of the London Scholarship Fund.

The bells of the Abbey Church are rung.

The Service of Thanksgiving Steering Committee wishes to express its thanks to SW

Mitchell Capital for its kind sponsorship of this evening’s celebration.
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