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HISTORICAL NOTE
In 1838, the aeronautics pioneer Sir George Cayley established the
institution at 309 Regent Street as the first Polytechnic. His mission was
to demonstrate new applications from innovations in engineering and
science, pioneering technological education with classes including railway
and nautical engineering, and the new science of photography. The new
learned institution was honoured by the Royal Patronage of Prince Albert
from 1841. We are proud that Her Majesty The Queen remains our Patron.
In 1848, the institution became famous for its spectacular magic lantern
shows, and in the 1860s it was the setting for regular appearances of the
theatrical illusion Pepper’s Ghost—named after the Polytechnic’s director,
Professor John Pepper—using technology which is still employed today to
create 3D holograms.
The philanthropist Quintin Hogg re-founded the Polytechnic in 1882. The
Hogg family’s enduring commitment to the principle of access to higher
education for all who can benefit, irrespective of gender or background, is
still honoured. Quintin Hogg’s great grand-daughter, The Honourable
Dame Mary Hogg QC, serves as a member of the University’s Court of
Governors, supporting the continuing advancement of the institution.
The application of research for the benefit of business, industry and the
professions was extended by the introduction of Languages and Law
through amalgamation in 1970 with the London College of Commerce and
Languages to form the Polytechnic of Central London (PCL). The creative
industries are one of London’s leading strengths, and in 1990 the
amalgamation with the renowned Harrow College of Higher Education
further extended the scope and ambition of the academic portfolio through
the inclusion of Art and Design, Fashion, and Graphic Communication
alongside PCL’s well-established courses and research programmes in
Photography, Media, and Communications. Westminster was granted the
University title in 1992.
The Right Honourable The Lord Paul of Marylebone was installed as the
University’s inaugural Chancellor in 2006. Lord Paul’s endowment of
Ambika P3 has given the University a unique exhibition and performance
space, enhancing its position as a driver of innovation and creativity.
Today, our students come from over 150 different nations, creating a
vibrant, multicultural and cosmopolitan teaching and research community.
In 2002, the University of Westminster co-founded Westminster
International University in Tashkent—Uzbekistan’s first English-language
international university, and the first in Central Asia to offer a Western
education. Building on the University of Westminster’s long history of
partnerships, in 2012 centres were established in India and China. Today,
the University of Westminster promotes the transformative potential of
international education to bring communities together through joint
research, common teaching practices, and shared values.

Professor Geoffrey Petts, Vice-Chancellor

4



RIVERS

Rivers is a film about music, faith, and the possibility of shared religious
truth. Focusing on its extraordinary concert première by a youth choir and
a virtual choir, it portrays the diverse practices from followers of many
world religions. Rivers is a powerful, mesmeric exploration of our spiri-
tual interconnection.

Created by composer Richard Leigh and filmmaker Lou Armitt, Rivers
was given its concert première at St John’s, Smith Square, Westminster in
September 2013. It marked the centenary of historic visits made by
Abdu’l-Baha to the United Kingdom, and indeed to St John’s itself,
between 1911 and 1913, after having endured forty years of imprisonment
in Palestine for his beliefs in the oneness of humankind and the spiritual
unity of all religion. The concert featured the award-winning
Northamptonshire County Youth Choir, the Gathering Sound Virtual
Choir, and an ensemble of Shamanic gongs, percussion, harp, strings, and
piano.

Throughout the film, concert footage is interspersed with abstracted
images of water and diverse images of worship. It captures the hypnotic,
repetitive state of prayer and the unifying movements of the many faith tra-
ditions. Each faith is represented individually, and, as the work unfolds,
more and more elaborate choral tapestries are created as the faiths are
interwoven, culminating with a virtual choir at its climax. Participants of
every ability and background were invited to join the Gathering Sound
Virtual Choir via the internet by downloading the music score and instruc-
tional video, and then uploading their respective vocal lines via YouTube.

Today you are seeing an excerpt from this hour-long piece featuring the
virtual choir. The scriptural readings come from eight religious traditions,
and there is poetry by Christina Rossetti, Frederick Tennyson, George
Townsend, and Abdu’l-Baha.

Credits:

Northamptonshire County Youth Choir and Ensemble
The Gathering Sound Virtual Choir
Sound Engineer: Ian Riley
Moving Image: Lou Armitt and Des Webb
Web Design: ThBoom
Composer and Conductor: Richard Leigh
Arts Council England
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Members of the congregation are kindly requested to refrain from using
private cameras, video, or sound recording equipment. Please ensure that
mobile phones, pagers, and other electronic devices are switched off.

The church is served by a hearing loop. Users should turn their hearing
aid to the setting marked T.

The service is conducted by The Very Reverend Dr John Hall,
Dean of Westminster.

The service is sung by the Polyphonics, the University of Westminster
Students’ Union Choral Society, the University of Westminster Centre for
Commercial Music, Ibstock Place School, Broomfield House School, and
associated colleges, conducted by Robert Jacobs.

The organ is played by Daniel Cook, Sub-Organist.

Westminster Brass is conducted by David McQueen.

Music before the service:

A visual history of the University of Westminster (montage: Matej Dimlic)
is shown. Alexander Oliver, Organ Scholar, University of Westminster,
plays:

Berceuse Louis Vierne (1870–1937)
from 24 Pièces en style libre Op 31

A film, ‘Rivers’, is shown.

Martin Ford, Assistant Organist, plays:

Fugue in E flat BWV 552ii Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)

All remain seated as the Academic Procession moves to places in the South
Lantern.

The Lord Mayor of Westminster is received by the Dean and Chapter at the
Great West Door and conducted to her place. All stand, and then sit.

Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no 1040271.
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ORDER OF SERVICE

All stand to sing

THE HYMN

during which the Collegiate Procession moves to places in Quire
and the Sacrarium

CHRIST is made the sure foundation,
and the precious corner-stone,

who, the two walls underlying,
bound in each, binds both in one,

holy Sion’s help for ever,
and her confidence alone.

All that dedicated city,
dearly loved by God on high,

in exultant jubilation
pours perpetual melody,

God the One, in threefold glory,
singing everlastingly.

To this temple, where we call thee,
come, O Lord of hosts, today;

with thy wonted loving-kindness,
hear thy people as they pray;

and thy fullest benediction
shed within its walls for ay.
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Here vouchsafe to all thy servants
gifts of grace by prayer to gain;

here to have and hold for ever,
those good things their prayers obtain,

and hereafter, in thy glory,
with thy blessèd ones to reign.

Laud and honour to the Father;
laud and honour to the Son,

laud and honour to the Spirit,
ever Three, and ever One,

consubstantial, co-eternal,
while unending ages run. Amen.

Westminster Abbey 205 NEH Latin, c 7th–8th century
Henry Purcell (1659–95) translated by John Mason Neale (1818–66)
Organist of Westminster Abbey 1679–95 and compilers of AMR
from O God, thou art my God

All remain standing. The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of
Westminster, says

THE BIDDING

WE gather to give thanks to God for the distinguished history of an
institution established here in Westminster as the first Polytechnic

175 years ago which now proudly bears the title of the University of
Westminster.

We do so in this holy church, where God has been worshipped every day
for a thousand years, the place of coronation and of royal, national and
international celebration, rooted in the Christian and Anglican tradition,
that represents faith at the heart of the nation and welcomes the rich
diversity of religious belief.

We shall remember the purposes for which the Polytechnic was founded,
reflect on the character of the University today, and look forward to its
future service of this city and nation and world. We shall celebrate the skill
and resource of the academic community, and its mission to include and
enable gifted students to realise their full potential.
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All sit. The Right Honourable The Viscount Hailsham QC reads from the
Great Pulpit

AN HISTORICAL REFLECTION

THE University of Westminster today is a distinctive institution, in
which innovation is inspired by our close engagement with the

professions, our academic interdisciplinarity, and our diversity with strong
international outreach.

Sir George Cayley opened the Polytechnic Institution in August 1838 to
demonstrate how new technological innovations could be used to improve
people’s lives. His Polytechnic model inaugurated a mission for applied
learning which was subsequently adopted nationally and internationally.
The Polytechnic’s location in Regent Street, at the heart of the modern city
designed by classical architect John Nash in the previous decade,
symbolised a new and dynamic role for education in public life.

Quintin Hogg re-founded the Regent Street Polytechnic in 1882 to
promote a broad education for all. This marked the beginning of the
University’s modern history, as he added a new model of evening and
daytime study, providing educational, sporting, and social facilities for
working adults. He also pioneered a ‘global’ education, and by 1913 there
was a well-established international alumni association. His wife, Dame
Alice Hogg, inspired generations of women scholars at a time when their
access to post-school education was not yet an assumed right.

The list of ‘firsts’ includes the first photographic studio in Europe, the first
cinema showing in Britain by the Lumière brothers in 1896, and the first
courses in cinematography, journalism, and business studies, to name a
few. Significantly, the institution played major roles in providing training
during both World Wars, and in supporting the 1908 and 1948 Olympic
Games.

One hundred and seventy-five years on, we provide a distinctive and
diverse portfolio underpinned by innovative, interdisciplinary research.
We promote a ‘global civil society’. We are proud of our heritage and of
the way we are translating our traditional values for the benefit of staff,
students, alumni, and other partners from across the world.
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All remain seated as Quintin Hogg’s Bible is processed through the Nave,
accompanied by Maryana Semenyuk, student, Westminster Business
School, Shery Ibraheim, student, Westminster Business School, and
Gemma Smith, student, Faculty of Media, Art and Design, and placed on
the High Altar. Westminster Brass plays:

Triumphal March Edvard Grieg
from Sigurd Jorsalfar Op 56 (1843–1907)

All stand. The Dean says:

Let us pray.

ALMIGHTY God, source of all wisdom, beauty and truth, receive our
thanks and praise for the University of Westminster: for its founders

and benefactors, its staff and students, its history and diversity. Inspire us
with a vision of your glory that we may continue in your service, and
celebrate the gifts you have so lovingly bestowed upon us; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

All sit for

THE TESTIMONIES
by

Muyiwa Olarewaju, alumnus, University of Westminster,
and Station Director, Premier Gospel

and
Adnan Khan, student, and President, Christian Union,

University of Westminster

The Choir sings
THE ANTHEM

FOR the beauty of the earth,
for the beauty of the skies,

for the love which from our birth
over and around us lies,
Lord of all, to thee we raise
this our joyful hymn of praise.
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For the beauty of each hour
of the day and of the night,
hill and vale and tree and flower,
sun and moon and stars of light,
Lord of all, to thee we raise
this our joyful hymn of praise.

For the joy of human love,
brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth and friends above,
for all gentle thoughts and mild,
Lord of all, to thee we raise
this our joyful hymn of praise.

For each perfect gift of thine,
to our race so freely given,
graces human and divine,
flowers of earth and buds of heaven,
Lord of all, to thee we raise
this our joyful hymn of praise.

John Rutter (b 1945) Folliott Sandford Pierpoint (1835–1917)

Professor Geoffrey Petts, Vice-Chancellor, University of Westminster,
reads from the Great Lectern

1 CORINTHIANS 12: 12–26

FOR just as the body is one and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.

For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks,
slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. Indeed, the
body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say,
‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,’ that would not
make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear would say, ‘Because I
am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,’ that would not make it any less
a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing
be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?
But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as
he chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As it is,
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there are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I
have no need of you,’ nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of
you.’ On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable, and those members of the body that we think less
honourable we clothe with greater honour, and our less respectable
members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable
members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the
greater honour to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension
within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another.
If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is
honoured, all rejoice together with it.

All stand to sing

THE HYMN

BE thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,
be all else but naught to me, save that thou art;

be thou my best thought in the day and the night,
both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word,
be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord;

be thou my great Father, and I thy true son;
be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight,
be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might,

be thou my soul’s shelter, be thou my strong tower,
O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power.
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Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
be thou my inheritance now and always,

be thou and thou only the first in my heart,
O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art.

High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright Sun,
O grant me its joys after vict’ry is won;

great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all.

Slane 339 NEH Irish, c 8th century, translated by Mary Byrne (1880–1931)
traditional Irish melody and versified by Eleanor Hull (1860–1935)

THE ADDRESS
by

The Baroness Cox

All remain seated. The Choir, accompanied by Westminster Brass and
conducted by Shirley Thompson, sings

WESTMINSTER ANTHEM

LET us all rejoice and gather one and all!It’s time to celebrate our great achievements.
In eighteen sixty-four we were a Ragged School
We praise Quentin Hogg for his great vision.
Since this time our School has grown from strength to strength
Always standing strong, and pioneering.
We have led the way in education for all
For advancements in technology we’re famed.

Let us all rejoice and gather one and all!
To the highest always we aspire.
Educating mind, body and spirit
At the heights of industries our past students are found.
May we all continue in our pledge to serve communities
Striving for excellence in all that we do.
Innovation and exploration lies in our hearts
Shaping the future is our aim.

We honour creativity, we strive for diversity
We respect all who wish to learn.
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Let us all rejoice and gather one and all!
It’s time to celebrate our great achievements.
In sports and recreation we have led with innovation
We give thanks to God for our accomplishments.
May we all continue in our pledge to serve communities
Striving for excellence in all that we do.
Innovation and exploration drives us all
Shaping the future is our aim, for ever more.

Let us give praise!

Words and music by Shirley Thompson, Reader in Music, University of Westminster
Specially commissioned for this 175th anniversary service

All kneel or remain seated. The Reverend Dr James Hawkey,
Minor Canon and Precentor, leads

THE PRAYERS

In thanksgiving and peace, let us pray.

Michele Lee, Chaplain, University of Westminster, says:

ALMIGHTY God, give us wisdom to perceive you, intellect to
understand you, diligence to seek you, patience to wait for you, eyes

to behold you, a heart to meditate on you, and a life to proclaim you,
through the power of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

St Benedict (c 480–543)

Jane Cockerell, Faith Adviser, University of Westminster, says:

FAR away in the heavenly abode,
there is a wonderful net which has been hung

so that it stretches out infinitely in all directions.

A glittering jewel is hung in each eye of the net,
and since the net itself is infinite in dimension,
the jewels are infinite in number.
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There hang the jewels,
glittering like stars of the first magnitude,
a wonderful sight to behold.

If we select one of these jewels and look at it closely,
we see in the reflection of its polished surface
all the other jewels in the net, infinite in number.

Also, each jewel reflected in this one jewel
is reflecting all the other jewels,
and so an infinite reflection of reflections.

The Story of Indra’s Net from the Avatamsaka Sutra, 3rd century

Ekta Ryani, student, Faculty of Science and Technology, University of
Westminster, says:

THE whole is all that is invisible.
The whole is all that is visible.

The whole was born out of the whole.
When the whole is absorbed into the whole,
the whole alone remains.

Peace, peace, peace.

Isa Upanishad, verse 1

Geoffrey Davies, University of Westminster, says:

THOSE who study Torah with a pure motive acquire many merits; and
not only that, but the whole world is indebted to them. It clothes them

with humility and reverence, and helps them to become righteous and
faithful. They become like a never-failing fountain, and like a river that
grows ever mightier as it flows. They are modest, slow to anger and
forgiving of insults; and it magnifies and exalts them above all things.

from Masechet Avot 6:1 (abridged)
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Ahmad Allo, student, and President, ISoc, University of Westminster, says:

THEMost Beneficent has taught mankind the Qur’an. He created man.
He taught him eloquent speech. The sun and the moon run on their

fixed courses calculated with measured out stages for each. And the herbs
and the trees both prostrate. And the heaven he has raised high, and he has
set up the Balance. In order that you may not transgress due balance. And
observe the weight with equity and do not make the balance deficient. And
the earth He has put for the creatures. Therein are fruits, date-palms
producing sheathed fruit-stalks. And also corn, with leaves and stalk for
fodder, and sweet-scented plants. Then which of the Blessings of your
Lord will you both deny? He created man from sounding clay like the clay
of pottery. And the jinn did he create from a smokeless flame of fire. Then
which of the Blessings of your Lord will you both deny? He is the Lord
of the two easts and the Lord of the two wests. Then which of the
Blessings of your Lord will you both deny? He has let loose the two seas
meeting together. Between them is a barrier which neither of them can
transgress. Then which of the Blessings of your Lord will you both deny?
Out of them both come out pearl and coral. Then which of the Blessings
of your Lord will you both deny? And his are the ships going and coming
in the seas, like mountains. Then which of the Blessings of your Lord will
you both deny? Whatsoever is on the earth will perish. And the Face of
your Lord full of Majesty and Honour will abide forever. Then which of
the Blessings of your Lord will you both deny?

Qur’an 55: 1–28 ‘Surah Rahman’
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Harjot Guron, student, Westminster Law School, University of
Westminster, says:

WHEN the food of knowledge
is through every compassion dispensed,

every heart reverberates
and divine music is sensed.

He has kept tied and strung
the whole creation;
display of strange powers
is a cursed direction.

He brings about unions
and tears them apart;
your fate comes to you
as your award.

All praise, all glory
to the primal, eternal Lord.
Untarnished and Indestructable,
he stays the same,
age after age
an unaltered image.

Guru Nanak (1469–1539) Japji 29

The Precentor concludes:

Jesus taught us to call God our Father, and so we have the confidence to
pray:

OUR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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All sit or remain seated. The Choir, conducted by Adrian York, sings from
the Nave

I’M GETTING READY

OH my, I didn’t know what it means to believe,
Oh my, I didn’t know what it means to believe.

But if I hold on tight, is it true?
Would you take care of all that I do?
Oh Lord, I’m getting ready to believe.

Oh my, I didn’t know how hard it would be,
Oh my, I didn’t know how hard it would be,

But if I hold on tight, is it true?
Would you take care of all that I do?
Oh Lord, I’m getting ready to believe.

Then we’ll be waving hands, singing freely;
Singing standing tall, it’s now coming easy.
Oh no more looking down—
Can’t you see?
Oh Lord, I’m getting ready to believe.

Then we’ll be waving hands, singing freely;
Singing standing tall, it’s now coming easy.
Oh no more looking down—
Can’t you see me?
Oh Lord, I’m getting ready,
Oh Lord, I’m getting ready,
O Lord, I’m getting ready to believe.

Michael Kiwanuka (b 1987)
arranged by Adrian York and Cathryn Robson, Senior Lecturer in Voice
and Music Performance, University of Westminster

All remain seated for

A TESTIMONY

by

Ben Sandhu, Westminster Business School, University of Westminster
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Peter Kyle, Chairman, Court of Governors, University of Westminster,
reads from the Great Pulpit

A RESTATEMENT OF THE MISSION
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTMINSTER

Today the University of Westminster celebrates 175 years of history as a
leading provider of education here in the heart of London. It is an
appropriate moment to formally reaffirm our mission.

I have the honour to be Chairman of the University’s Court of Governors,
and I make this declaration on behalf of the Court, the Vice-Chancellor, the
Academic Council, and each and every member of the University.

The University dedicates itself to the preservation of knowledge, its
enlargement and its effective transmission, and its application through its
teaching, learning, and research programmes.

The University will make its programmes accessible, without
discrimination, to all who can demonstrate the potential to benefit from
them.

The University will have at all times as its primary regard the needs and
aspirations of its students, clients, and partners, and the needs of society at
large, striving always to ensure the achievement of the highest standards in
all its undertakings.

The University will seek to meet the cultural, recreational, social, and
spiritual needs of its students, that they may be better able to fulfil their
potential and to respond to the challenges of their personal and
professional lives.

The University pledges to remain faithful to the vision and ideals of those
who established it, and to continue to serve this city, the nation, and
international community, and future generations of students, as befits its
high calling to the name and status of the University of Westminster.

This I declare in the name of the University to be its mission.
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All stand to sing

THE HYMN

OWORSHIP the Lord in the beauty of holiness!
Bow down before him, his glory proclaim;

with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness,
kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name!

Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness,
high on his heart he will bear it for thee,

comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness,
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be.

Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine:

truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness,
these are the offerings to lay on his shrine.

These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness,
he will accept for the name that is dear;

mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness,
trust for our trembling and hope for our fear.

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness!
Bow down before him, his glory proclaim;

with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness,
kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name!

Was lebet 52 NEH John Samuel Bewley Monsell (1811–75)
from the Rheinhardt MS 1754
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All remain standing. The Dean pronounces

THE BLESSING

UNTO God’s gracious mercy and protection we commit you. The Lord
bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and

be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon
you, and give you peace; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Music after the service:

Carillon de Westminster Louis Vierne
from 24 Pièces de Fantaisie Op 54

All remain standing as the Processions move to the west end of the Abbey.

Members of the congregation are requested to remain in their places
until invited to move by the Stewards.

A retiring collection will be taken in aid of One People and the
University of Westminster Alumni Fund.

The bells of the Abbey church are rung.
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