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HISTORY OF 7
th

 ARMOURED BRIGADE (THE DESERT RATS) 
 

Formation 
 

Initially raised from garrison troops stationed in North Africa in 1938, the 7
th
 

Armoured Brigade was known as the Light Armoured Brigade until it was renamed 

in February 1940, when the Mobile Division was redesignated as 7
th
 Armoured 

Division.  The 7
th
 Armoured Division had adopted the red jerboa as its emblem and 

became known as ‘The Desert Rats’.  

 

The Second World War  
 

7
th
 Armoured Brigade fought in many of the major battles in North Africa, including 

Operation CRUSADER, fighting at Sidi Rezegh to try to relieve the besieged 

Commonwealth forces in the port of Tobruk.  The Brigade moved to Burma in early 

1942, where it took part in Lieutenant General Slim’s fighting retreat to India.  

Returning to the Middle East in 1943 and with the defeat of Axis forces in North 

Africa, the Brigade moved to Italy in 1944 under 1
st
 Canadian Corps, remaining there 

until the end of the war.  Shortly after the end of the war, the 7
th

 Armoured Brigade 

was disbanded, and 22
nd

 Armoured Brigade, based in Germany, was re-designated as 

the 7
th
 Armoured Brigade, adopting the insignia and nickname of its divisional 

antecedent, perpetuating the history of the famed Desert Rats.   

 

Cold War to the Present   
 

The 7
th
 Armoured Brigade remained in Germany until October 1990, when it 

deployed to Saudi Arabia as part of Operation GRANBY, intended to protect Saudi 

Arabia from invasion by Saddam Hussain’s Iraq.  The Desert Rats participated in the 

Gulf War ground campaign to liberate Iraqi-occupied Kuwait on 24
th
 February.  7

th
 

Armoured Brigade deployed to Bosnia in May 1994 as part of the NATO IFOR 

peacekeeping organisation, returned in April 1997 as part of IFOR’s NATO 

replacement known as SFOR, and again in 2000 for a tour of duty in Kosovo.  In 

March 2003, the Brigade moved to Kuwait before entering Iraq as part of Operation 

TELIC.  The Brigade met sporadic, though fierce, resistance, including an 

engagement between Challenger tanks of the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards and Iraqis.  

This successful destruction of the Iraqi tanks was the largest tank engagement by the 

British Army since WWII.  The Desert Rats remained in Iraq after the war, acting as 

peacekeepers and helping to rebuild the country until they were relieved in late June. 

 

Afghanistan 
 

In 2008, the Brigade deployed to Afghanistan on Operation HERRICK 14, where 

they supported 3 Commando Royal Marines as the lead formation of troops.  The 

Brigade has recently returned from Operation HERRICK 19, where it has been 

responsible for the transfer of security responsibility to the Afghan National Security 

Forces and the closing down of many of the United Kingdom’s bases. 



 

 

 

UNITS FROM 7
TH

 ARMOURED BRIGADE DEPLOYED ON  

OPERATION HERRICK 19 
 

 

 

 

7
th

 Armoured Brigade Headquarters and Signal Squadron (207) 

The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards (Carabiniers and Greys) 

9
th
/12

th
 Royal Lancers (Prince of Wales’s)  

The Highlanders, 4
th

 Battalion The Royal Regiment of Scotland 

2
nd

 Battalion The Royal Anglian Regiment 

3
rd

 Battalion The Mercian Regiment (Staffords) 

 

 

 

 

UNITS DEPLOYED  

IN SUPPORT OF TASK FORCE HELMAND 19 

 

 

 

 

3
rd

 Regiment Royal Horse Artillery 

32 Engineer Regiment  

101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) 

14
th
 Signal Regiment (Electronic Warfare) 

1
st
 Battalion Coldstream Guards 

2 Logistic Support Regiment, Royal Logistic Corps 

2 Close Support Medical Regiment 

2 Close Support Battalion, Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers 

111 Provost Company, Royal Military Police 

1
st
 Military Working Dog Regiment 

1 & 2 Military Intelligence Battalions 

 

 

 

 

In addition to those listed above, further elements of units and individuals were 

drawn from across the Royal Navy, British Army, and Royal Air Force and deployed 

as part of the Operation HERRICK 19 force package.  
 

http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/26342.aspx
http://www.army.mod.uk/reme/reme.aspx


The whole of the church is served by a hearing loop.  Users should turn their hearing 

aid to the setting marked T. 

 

 

Members of the congregation are kindly requested to refrain from using private 

cameras, video, or sound recording equipment.  Please ensure that mobile phones, 

pagers, and other electronic devices are switched off. 

 

Please join in saying the texts in bold type. 

 

The service is conducted by The Reverend Andrew Tremlett, Rector of St Margaret’s 

Church, and Canon of Westminster. 

 

The 7
th

 Armoured Brigade Chaplains are: The Reverend David Barrett CF, Senior 

Chaplain, Task Force Helmand Operation HERRICK 19; The Reverend David 

Anderson CF, Chaplain, The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards; The Reverend Carl Stokes 

CF, Chaplain, 9
th
/12

th
 Royal Lancers and 32 Engineer Regiment; The Reverend 

Stephen Sharkey CF, Chaplain, 3
rd

 Regiment, Royal Horse Artillery; The Reverend 

Geoff Berry CF, Chaplain, 4
th

 Battalion The Royal Regiment of Scotland; The 

Reverend John Jamieson, Chaplain, 2
nd

 Battalion The Royal Anglian Regiment; The 

Reverend Joe Mairara CF, Chaplain, 3
rd

 Battalion The Mercian Regiment (Staffords); 

The Reverend Ian Rogers CF, Chaplain, 2 Logistic Support Regiment; The Reverend 

Karen Young, Community Chaplain, Bergen-Hohne and Deacon Peter Heneghan, 

Community Chaplain, Fallingbostel. 

 

 

The organ is played by Thomas Trotter. 

 

The bugle is played by Musician Khushiman Gurung. 

 

 

Music before the service: 

 

The Organist plays: 

 

Andante tranquillo from Sonata in G Op 28 Edward Elgar (1854–1937) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no 1040257.  



ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

All stand to sing 
 

THE HYMN 
 

 
 

O God, our help in ages past, 
   our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy blast, 
   and our eternal home; 
 
under the shadow of thy throne 
   thy saints have dwelt secure; 
sufficient is thine arm alone, 
   and our defence is sure. 
 
Before the hills in order stood, 
   or earth received her frame, 
from everlasting thou art God, 
   to endless years the same. 
 
A thousand ages in thy sight 
   are like an evening gone, 
short as the watch that ends the night 
   before the rising sun. 
 
Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
   bears all its sons away; 
they fly forgotten, as a dream 
   dies at the opening day. 
 
O God, our help in ages past, 
   our hope for years to come, 
be thou our guard while troubles last, 
   and our eternal home. 

 

St Anne 417 NEH Isaac Watts (1674–1748) 
probably by William Croft (1678–1727) 
Organist of Westminster Abbey 1708–27 

 



All remain standing.  The Rector gives  
 

THE WELCOME AND BIDDING 
 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

grace and peace to you. 
 

On behalf of the Dean and Chapter of Westminster, I welcome you to St Margaret’s 

Church, Westminster Abbey for this service of Homecoming.  Standing between the 

Abbey and the Palace of Westminster, St Margaret’s has long been a place 

recognising and honouring those who have served the nation in public life, whether  

through politics as the ‘Parish Church of the House of Commons’, or as the home of 

the National Field of Remembrance, where year by year the courage and sacrifice of 

our Armed Forces is recalled.  
 

Today we gather in thanksgiving and in remembrance—in thanksgiving for the 

achievements and the lead role played in Afghanistan by the 7
th

 Armoured Brigade in 

Task Force Helmand, and for professionalism, commitment, and a job well done; and 

we come together in remembrance of those whose lives were lost, whose memory we 

honour, and for whose family, friends, and loved ones we pray.  
 

Silence is kept. 
 

Almighty God, stretch forth your mighty arm to strengthen and protect the armed 

forces: grant that meeting danger with courage and all occasions with discipline and 

loyalty, they may truly serve the cause of justice and peace to the honour of your holy 

name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

The Rector introduces 
 

THE CONFESSION 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as 

ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

 

The Rector gives  

 

THE ABSOLUTION 
 

May God who loved the world so much that he sent his Son to be our Saviour forgive 

us our sins and make us holy to serve him in the world, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 



All sit.  Martin Kinsey, Deputy Chief of Staff, 7
th
 Armoured Brigade Rear Operations 

Group, reads 
 

MICAH 6: 6–8 
 

‘With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high?  Shall 

I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?  Will the Lord be 

pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil?  Shall I give my 

firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”  He has 

told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do 

justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?  

This is the word of the Lord: 

thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

All stand to sing 
 

THE HYMN 
 

 
 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 

   be all else but naught to me, save that thou art; 

be thou my best thought in the day and the night, 

   both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word, 

   be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord; 

be thou my great Father, and I thy true son; 

   be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 

 



Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight, 

   be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might, 

be thou my soul’s shelter, be thou my strong tower, 

   O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power. 

 

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 

   be thou my inheritance now and always, 

be thou and thou only the first in my heart, 

   O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 

High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright Sun, 

   O grant me its joys after vict’ry is won; 

great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

   still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 

Slane 339 NEH Irish, c 8
th

 century, translated by Mary Byrne (1880–1931) 

traditional Irish melody and versified by Eleanor Hull (1860–1935) 

 

 

 

All sit.  Brigadier James Woodham OBE MC, Commander, 7
th

 Armoured Brigade and 

Task Force Helmand, Operation HERRICK 19, reads 
 

ST MATTHEW 5: 1–12 
 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 

disciples came to him.  Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: ‘Blessed are 

the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are those who mourn, 

for they will be comforted.  Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  

Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  Blessed are the pure in heart, 

for they will see God.  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children 

of God.  Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you 

and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for 

your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 

were before you.’ 

 

This is the word of the Lord: 

thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



THE ADDRESS 
 

by 
 

The Reverend David Barrett CF 

Senior Chaplain, Task Force Helmand, Operation HERRICK 19 

 

 

 

All stand for 
 

THE ACT OF REMEMBRANCE 
 

The Roll of Honour is processed through the Church. 

 

Three candles on the Altar are lit as a memorial to Lance Corporal James Lee 

Brynin, 14
th

 Signal Regiment (Electronic Warfare); Warrant Officer Class 2 (Warrior 

Sergeant Major) Ian Michael Fisher, 3
rd

 Battalion The Mercian Regiment 

(Staffords); and Sapper Adam Moralee, 32 Engineer Regiment.  

 

 

Warrant Officer Class 1 Gary Main, Command Sergeant Major, Task Force 

Helmand, Operation HERRICK 19, says: 
 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning, 

We will remember them.  

We will remember them. 
  

Robert Lawrence Binyon (1869–1943) 

 

The Last Post is sounded. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

Reveille is sounded. 

 

 

Warrant Officer Class 1 (Regimental Sergeant Major) Scott McQuillin, The 

Highlanders, 4
th
 Battalion The Royal Regiment of Scotland, says:   

 

When you go home 

Tell them of us and say 

For your tomorrow 

We gave our today. 
 

Kohima Epitaph 



The Reverend Carl Stokes CF, Chaplain, 9
th

/12
th

 Lancers and 32 Engineer Regiment, 

says: 
 

Jesus said, ‘No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends.’ 
St John 15: 13 

 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for those things which must never be taken for 

granted: for freedom, security and peace, and for the endurance and courage of those 

who secure these things for us.  We thank you for James, Ian, and Adam, and it is 

with sorrow we commit them to you.  Help us never to forget them, and always to be 

grateful for their lives and for their sacrifice.  We pray for those who mourn their 

loss; for peace and strength; and for healing in the legacy of these men’s lives.  

 

 

 

All remain standing to sing 

 

THE HYMN 
 

 
 

I vow to thee, my country, all earthly things above, 
   entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love: 
the love that asks no question, the love that stands the test, 
   that lays upon the altar the dearest and the best; 
the love that never falters, the love that pays the price, 
   the love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice. 
 
And there’s another country, I’ve heard of long ago, 
   most dear to them that love her, most great to them that know; 
we may not count her armies, we may not see her King; 
   her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suffering; 
and soul by soul and silently her shining bounds increase, 
   and her ways are ways of gentleness and all her paths are peace. 

 

Thaxted 295 AMNS  Cecil Spring-Rice (1859–1918) 
Gustav Holst (1874–1934) 

 

 



All kneel or sit.  The Reverend Geoff Berry CF, Chaplain, 4
th
 Battalion The Royal 

Regiment of Scotland, and Deacon Peter Heneghen, Community Chaplain, 

Fallingbostel, lead 
 

THE PRAYERS 
 

Almighty God, the source of life, we offer to you our thanksgiving and praise for 

your sustaining and guiding Spirit throughout the deployment of 7
th
 Armoured 

Brigade on Operation HERRICK 19.  Keep us always mindful of your abiding and 

gracious presence.  
 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 
Almighty God, the source of all peace, we remember before you the people of 

Afghanistan and those continuing to work for good in that part of the world.  Turn the 

hearts of all towards the ways of justice and righteousness.  
 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 
Almighty God, the source of all compassion, we commend to your care all those who 

continue to suffer as a result of conflict and war.  Comfort the bereaved, uphold the 

injured, and support all whose lives have been devastated by violence. 
 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 
Almighty God, the source of all hope, we look to you for help and strength as we 

commit ourselves to living according to your Word in the days ahead.  Surround us 

with your love, and enable us to truly dedicate ourselves to your purposes. 
 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus 

Christ.  Amen. 

 
The Collect of 7

th
 Armoured Brigade: 

 

Almighty God, whose Son faced peril in the desert with nowhere to lay his 

head, grant to the Desert Rats, wherever we serve, keenness of mind, toughness 

of body, and greatness of soul, that in life and in death, we may be more than 

conquerors, through him that loved us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy 

will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 

us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

All stand for 
 

THE ACT OF DEDICATION 

 

The Reverend David Anderson CF, Chaplain, Royal Scots Dragoon Guards, says: 
 

Let us dedicate ourselves anew to the purposes for which we were made, and the love 

in which we were created. 

 

Through lives of service to Queen, country, and neighbour, may we have the 

integrity, courage, and faith to know the right, to walk humbly and act justly, 

that what we say and what we do will make a difference to mankind.  In honour 

of those who have given so much, and in recognition of our responsibility to 

uphold truth and be a force for good, we pledge ourselves today to strive for 

justice, to relieve suffering, and to pursue peace in the strength that God 

supplies. 

 

 

 



All sing 
 

THE HYMN 
 

 
 

He who would valiant be 
   ’gainst all disaster, 
let him in constancy 
   follow the master. 
There’s no discouragement 
shall make him once relent 
his first avowed intent 
   to be a pilgrim. 
 
Whoso beset him round 
   with dismal stories, 
do but themselves confound, 
   his strength the more is. 
No foes shall stay his might, 
though he with giants fight: 
he will make good his right 
   to be a pilgrim. 

 
Since, Lord, thou dost defend 
   us with thy spirit, 
we know we at the end 
   shall life inherit. 
Then fancies flee away! 
I’ll fear not what men say, 
I’ll labour night and day 
   to be a pilgrim. 

 

Monk’s Gate 372 NEH John Bunyan (1628–88) 
adapted from a traditional English melody 
by Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872–1958) 

 

 

 



All remain standing.  The Rector gives 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

God grant to the living grace, to the departed rest, to the Church, The Queen, the 

Commonwealth, and all mankind, peace and concord, and to us sinners life 

everlasting: and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

 

 

 

All sing 
 

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 
 

God save our gracious Queen, 

long live our noble Queen, 

   God save The Queen. 

Send her victorious, 

happy, and glorious, 

long to reign over us: 

   God save The Queen. 
 

Thy choicest gifts in store 

on her be pleased to pour, 

   long may she reign. 

May she defend our laws, 

and ever give us cause 

to sing with heart and voice: 

   God save The Queen. 

 

 

 

Music after the service: 
 

Allegro Maestoso from Organ Sonata in G Op 28 Edward Elgar 

 

 

 

Members of the Congregation are requested to remain in their places  

until directed to move by the Stewards. 

 

 

 

A retiring collection will be taken in aid of ABF The Soldiers’ Charity. 



 

 

 
OPERATION HERRICK 19  

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

 

 

We honour those who fell whilst serving in Afghanistan: 

 

 

Lance Corporal James Lee Brynin 

15
th
 October 2013 

14
th
 Signal Regiment (Electronic Warfare) 

 

 

Warrant Officer Class 2 (Warrior Sergeant Major) Ian Michael Fisher 

5
th

 November 2013 

3
rd

 Battalion The  Mercian Regiment (Staffords) 

 

 

Sapper Adam Moralee 

5
th

 March 2014 

32 Engineer Regiment  

 

 

We remember the warriors and police officers of the Afghan National Security 

Forces and the people of Afghanistan who lost their lives during this period. 

 

 

We also remember those from the Brigade who died in the United Kingdom during 

Operation HERRICK 19: 

 

 

Lance Corporal Daniel James Hague 

16
th
 September 2013 

2 Close Support Medical Regiment  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


