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THE CITY OF WESTMINSTER

Westminster first achieved the status of a city in 1540 when, for only ten
years, it became a bishopric. Its first recorded civic administration dates
from 1585, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth I, when an Act authorised the
establishment of a Court of Burgesses ‘for the good government of the City
of Westminster’.

While Queen Elizabeth I was creating mayors elsewhere in England, she
was concerned that a mayor in Westminster might challenge the authority of
the monarch in her own capital city, and she therefore appointed instead the
High Steward of Westminster Abbey as Chairman of her newly created
Court of Burgesses. The first High Steward to chair the new Court of
Burgesses was the Queen’s First Minister, William Cecil, Lord Burleigh.

The Court of Burgesses was an administrative body which dealt with public
health and morality, planning permissions, the prevention and punishment
of crime, and the regulation of weights and measures. It comprised twelve
Burgesses appointed by the Dean—one for each ward.

However, when the London Government Act of 1899 created twenty-eight
Metropolitan Borough Councils, each having an elected Mayor, Aldermen,
and Councillors, the authority of the Dean and the High Steward in secular
affairs ceased.

The last High Steward who was also effectively Mayor was Lord Salisbury,
who was then also Prime Minister. The Duke of Norfolk was the first
Mayor of Westminster. On 29th October 1900, a Royal Charter confirmed
the status of Westminster as a city.

Since 1935, in order to preserve this historic link between Westminster
Abbey and the City Council, the High Steward (the Abbey’s senior Lay
Officer) has each year appointed the current Mayor of Westminster as
Deputy High Steward of Westminster.

The new City of Westminster, incorporating the Boroughs of Paddington
and St Marylebone, was constituted by Royal Charter on 1st April 1965. The
following year, The Queen granted the First Citizen the style and dignity of
Lord Mayor.

To recognise these links between Westminster Abbey and the City Council,
the Dean and Chapter welcomes annually the new Lord Mayor of
Westminster, the Deputy High Steward, in State to the Civic Service.
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THE LORD MAYOR

Councillor Audrey Lewis has lived in Marylebone for forty-four years and
was for many years associated with the Marylebone Association. She has been
a Councillor for Bryanston and Dorset Square ward for twelve years. She has
had a number of roles in the Cabinet including as the portfolio holder for
Licensing, Community Protection, and for Community Services.

Until her election as Lord Mayor on 4th June, Councillor Lewis had been the
longstanding Chairman of the Licensing Committee responsible for the new
policy and its implementation under the new Licensing Act.

THE LORD MAYOR’S CHARITY

During her year in office, the Lord Mayor is supporting The Sir Simon Milton
Foundation (www.sirsimonmiltonfoundation.com) which has been set up to
honour the memory of Sir Simon, a former Leader of Westminster City Council
who served as Chairman of the Local Government Association and later as
Deputy Mayor of London until his death at the age of forty-nine in 2011.

The Foundation will continue delivering Simon’s vision of a caring city that
offers opportunity for all, and builds on the success of his pioneering ‘One
City’ policy, a landmark initiative which had at its heart the aim of encouraging
business to prosper, providing young people with jobs and training, and
ensuring that older residents were looked after and involved in a community
that valued their contribution. To that end, the Foundation is committed to two
main programmes:

Supporting young people into education, training, and employment

By September 2016, the Foundation plans to open The Sir Simon Milton
Westminster University Technical College (UTC) to educate and train young
Londoners for jobs in the engineering and construction industries. Our aim is
to inspire and develop a new generation of engineers, technicians, and
businesses leaders in an inspiring facility with state of the art equipment. Local
employers will deliver exciting business challenges as part of the curriculum
and support work experience and apprenticeship opportunities.

Supported by the University of Westminster, Network Rail, Westminster
Council, the Mayor of London, BT Fleet, and Land Securities, the UTC will
make a difference to the careers of over 500 students every year. The
Foundation is also committed to supporting students through funding
additional teaching assistance to deliver an exciting range of
enrichment activities.

3



Other programmes for 2014 include a scholarship and bursary awards
programme focussing on young people who wish to access training or
education to better themselves, but who cannot afford the costs. In 2014 the
Foundation will support apprentices, undergraduates, and post-graduate
students through our awards programmes.

Supporting older people

Silver Sunday is the Foundation’s flagship older people’s initiative and is an
annual day that brings together local organisations, charities, and individuals
to host free activities for the over sixty-fives. The day aims to help older people
to get out and about, try new activities, and meet new people, with the aim of
combating loneliness.

Silver Sunday was piloted in London in 2012 and went national in 2013. In
2014 it will have more local and national events including dance lessons, a
concert at the Royal Albert Hall, and computer classes.

Further information is available at www.silversunday.org.uk

Other programmes for the elderly which are being supported by the
Foundation in 2014 include a tea dance for over 1,000 Westminster residents
(at the Grosvenor Hotel) and 300 Christmas hampers which will be delivered
to elderly and vulnerable Westminster residents.

THE LORD MAYOR’S CHAPLAIN

The Very Reverend Michael Persson has been, since 2007, the Dean and
Rector of The Swedish Church in the British Isles. The Swedish Church in
Harcourt Street, Marylebone, is the centre of a large, lively congregation, who
gather from all over Greater London every day of the week. To Lutherans
language, translating, and understanding is of essential value and services in
Swedish are celebrated all over the British Isles—of course in connection with
a meal and some serious networking. Invitations are today delivered through
social media.

Since 1673 the Swedish Church has always been a first and second generation
Church where well-established parishioners support newcomers in finding
their place in society. It is Michael’s aim to integrate well into the community
and to be active in ecumenical and inter-faith services.

Previously Michael was the Chaplain to the Archbishop of Sweden and
Secretary of the Bishops’ Conference, and before that Archdeacon of the
Church of Sweden abroad. He is also licensed by the Bishop of London,
according to the Porvoo agreement. His wife Camilla is a welfare officer and
they have two children,Amanda, who attends University in Lund, Sweden, and
Caspar, who is at the City of Westminster College.
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WESTMINSTER ABBEY
An architectural masterpiece of the 13th to 16th centuries, Westminster Abbey
also presents a unique pageant of British history—the Shrine of St Edward
the Confessor, the tombs of kings and queens, and countless memorials to
the famous and the great. It has been the setting for every Coronation since
1066, and for numerous other royal occasions. Today it is still a church
dedicated to regular worship and to the celebration of great events in the life
of the nation. Neither a cathedral nor a parish church, Westminster Abbey is
a Royal Peculiar under the jurisdiction of a Dean and Chapter, subject only
to the Sovereign.
In the 1040s, King Edward (later St Edward the Confessor), last of the
Anglo-Saxon kings, established his royal palace by the banks of the River
Thames on land known as Thorney Island, re-endowing the existing
Benedictine monastery of the island, and building a large Romanesque
church. This church became known as the ‘west minster’ to distinguish it
from St Paul’s Cathedral (the east minster) in the City of London.
Edward’s Abbey survived for two centuries until the middle of the 13th
century, when King Henry III decided to rebuild it in the new Gothic style
of architecture. Westminster Abbey was designed to be not only a great
monastery and place of worship, but also a place for the coronation and
burial of monarchs.
It was natural that Henry III should wish to translate the body of the saintly
Edward the Confessor into a more magnificent tomb behind the High Altar.
This shrine survives, and around it are buried a cluster of medieval kings
and their consorts. The Abbey contains some 600 monuments and wall
tablets—the most important collection of monumental sculpture anywhere
in the country—and over three thousand people are buried here.
Little remains of the original medieval stained glass, once one of the
Abbey’s chief glories. The great west window and the rose window in the
North Transept date from the early 18th century, but the remainder of the
glass dates from the 19th century onwards.
Queen Elizabeth I, buried in the Lady Chapel, refounded the Abbey in 1560
as a Collegiate Church, a Royal Peculiar exempt from the jurisdiction of
bishops and with the Sovereign as its Visitor. In place of the monastic
community, a Collegiate body of a Dean and Prebendaries, Minor Canons,
and a lay staff was established and charged with the task of continuing the
tradition of daily worship (for which a musical foundation of choristers,
singing men, and organist was provided), and with the education of forty
Scholars who formed the nucleus of what is now Westminster School (one
of the country’s leading independent schools). In addition, the Dean and
Chapter were responsible for much of the civil government of Westminster,
a role which was only fully relinquished in the early 20th century. Thus the
Abbey was reshaped and newly patterned to discharge a distinctive, yet
worshipful role in a modern age.
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The whole of the church is served by a hearing loop. Users should turn
their hearing aid to the setting marked T.

Photography, filming, and sound recording are not allowed in the Abbey at
any time. Please ensure that mobile telephones, pagers, and other electronic
devices are switched off.

The service is sung by the Choir of Westminster Abbey, conducted by James
O’Donnell, Organist and Master of the Choristers.

The organ is played by Daniel Cook, Sub-Organist.

Before the service, Martin Ford, Assistant Organist, plays:

Prelude and Fugue in A BWV 536 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)

Organ Concerto in F Op 4 no 5 George Frideric Handel (1685–1759)

Prelude on ‘Rhosymedre’ Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872–1958)

_________________________________________________________

Before the service the ‘Laetatus Bell’ is tolled. Its inscription runs:

LAETATUS SUM
FLOREAT CIVITAS: FLOREAT SENATUS

I was glad (Psalm 122: 1)
May the city flourish: May Parliament flourish

_________________________________________________________

The Guard of Honour is provided by Special Constables by kind permission
of the Metropolitan Police Commissioner.

Prior to the arrival of the Lord Mayor, a Procession comprising the
Principal of King’s College London, Her Majesty’s Coroner for
Westminster, the Representative Deputy Lieutenant for Westminster, and the
Chief Executive of the Reserve Forces and Cadets Association of London
moves to places in Quire.

The LordMayor ofWestminster, who attends the service inCivic State, is received
at the Great West Door by the Dean and Chapter of Westminster. All stand.

The procession of the Lord Mayor and Councillors of the City of
Westminster moves to places in Quire by way of the South Quire Aisle.
All remain standing.
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ORDER OF SERVICE

All remain standing. The Choir sings

THE INTROIT

LOCUS iste a Deo factus est, inaestimabile sacramentum: irreprehensibilis est.

This place was made by God: a priceless and unblemished sign of his presence.

Anton Bruckner (1824–96) Gradual, Mass for the dedication of a church

All sing

THE HYMN

during which the Collegiate Procession
moves to places in the Quire and Sacrarium
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GLORIOUS things of thee are
spoken, Sion, city of our God;

he whose word cannot be broken
formed thee for his own abode:
On the rock of ages founded,
what can shake thy sure repose?
With salvation’s walls surrounded,
thou may’st smile at all thy foes.

See, the streams of living waters,
springing from eternal love,
well supply thy sons and daughters,
and all fear of want remove:
Who can faint, while such a river
ever flows their thirst to assuage?
Grace, which like the Lord the giver,
never fails from age to age.



Saviour, if of Sion’s city
I through grace a member am,
let the world deride or pity,
I will glory in thy name:
Fading is the worldling’s pleasure,
all his boasted pomp and show;
solid joys and lasting treasure
none but Sion’s children know.

Abbot’s Leigh 185 NEH 362 NEH
Cyril Taylor (1907–91) John Newton (1725–1807)

All remain standing. The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of Westminster,
gives

THE BIDDING

My Lord Mayor, Councillors, and Officers of Westminster City Council, we
welcome you with all those from the City of Westminster and further afield
who have come here to worship God today, to Westminster Abbey for this
Civic Service.

We come to this holy place, rich with its thousand-year tradition of Christian
worship; we come as Christians and adherents of the other great world
faiths; as those who are seeking and those who are doubting; we represent
the rich diversity of our common life in Westminster and beyond; we come
in harmony and peace together, rejoicing in our common humanity.

We come to thank God for the many blessings of life in this City and for
those who offer themselves for public service. We come knowing that we
never achieve our highest ambitions, and asking for strength still to strive
for the greater good. We come to pray for all the people of our City, our
nation, our world.

We come to pray that our public life may be marked by imagination and
integrity, justice and compassion. We come to pray for all who live and
work in our City, that they may grow together in mutual understanding and
respect. We pray for those who teach and learn in the schools, colleges, and
Universities of our City. We pray for those serving in the Armed Forces of
the Crown and all who bring order and peace to our City life. We pray for
all who visit our City and those arriving in our City.

We pray for God’s guidance and blessing for the work of the City Council,
for the wellbeing of our City, and in the service of its residents and visitors.
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Let us pray together for the coming of God’s kingdom of justice and peace
in the words our Saviour gave us:

OUR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this

day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for
ever and ever. Amen.

All sit. Councillor Philippa Roe, Leader of the Council, reads

ISAIAH 49: 8–18

THUS says the Lord: In a time of favour I have answered you, on a day
of salvation I have helped you; I have kept you and given you as a

covenant to the people, to establish the land, to apportion the desolate
heritages; saying to the prisoners, ‘Come out,’ to those who are in darkness,
‘Show yourselves’. They shall feed along the ways, on all the bare heights
shall be their pasture; they shall not hunger or thirst, neither scorching wind
nor sun shall strike them down, for he who has pity on them will lead them,
and by springs of water will guide them. And I will turn all my mountains
into a road, and my highways shall be raised up. Lo, these shall come from
far away, and lo, these from the north and from the west, and these from the
land of Syene. Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; break forth, O
mountains, into singing! For the Lord has comforted his people, and will
have compassion on his suffering ones. But Zion said, ‘The Lord has
forsaken me, my Lord has forgotten me.’ Can a woman forget her nursing
child, or show no compassion for the child of her womb? Even these may
forget, yet I will not forget you. See, I have inscribed you on the palms of
my hands; your walls are continually before me. Your builders outdo your
destroyers, and those who laid you waste go away from you. Lift up your
eyes all around and see; they all gather, they come to you. As I live, says
the Lord, you shall put all of them on like an ornament, and like a bride you
shall bind them on.
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All remain seated. The Choir sings

PSALM 127

EXCEPT the Lord build the house: their labour is but lost that build it.
Except the Lord keep the city: the watchman waketh but in vain.

It is but lost labour that ye haste to rise up early, and so late take rest, and
eat the bread of carefulness: for so he giveth his beloved sleep.
Lo, children and the fruit of the womb: are an heritage and gift that cometh
of the Lord.
Like as the arrows in the hand of the giant: even so are the young children.
Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be
ashamed when they speak with their enemies in the gate.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.

Ernest Bullock (1890–1979)
Organist of Westminster Abbey 1927–41

All remain seated. The Lord Mayor of Westminster reads

REVELATION 21: 22—22: 5

ISAW no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty
and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for

the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk
by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates
will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. People will
bring into it the glory and the honour of the nations. But nothing unclean
will enter it, nor anyone who practises abomination or falsehood, but only
those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. Then the angel showed
me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne
of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On
either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit,
producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing
of the nations. Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship
him; they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And
there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord
God will be their light, and they will reign for ever and ever.
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All stand to sing
THE HYMN

This is the famous stone
that turneth all to gold;
for that which God doth touch and own
cannot for less be told.

Sandys 456 NEH George Herbert (1593–1633)
from William Sandys’Christmas Carols 1833

THE ADDRESS
by

The Very Reverend Michael Persson
Chaplain to the Lord Mayor of Westminster
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TEACH me, my God and King,
in all things thee to see;

and what I do in anything
to do it as for thee!

A man that looks on glass,
on it may stay his eye;
on if he pleaseth, through it pass,
and then the heaven espy.

All may of thee partake;
nothing can be so mean,
which with this tincture, ‘for thy sake’,
will not grow bright and clean.

A servant with this clause
makes drudgery divine;
who sweeps a room, as for thy laws,
makes that and the action fine.



All remain seated. The Choir sings

TE DEUM LAUDAMUS

WE praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord.
All the earth doth worship thee, the Father everlasting.

To thee all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the powers therein.
To thee Cherubin and Seraphin continually do cry,
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
heaven and earth are full of the majesty of thy glory.
The glorious company of the apostles praise thee.
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise thee.
The noble army of martyrs praise thee.
The holy Church throughout all the world doth acknowledge thee,
the Father, of an infinite majesty;
thine honourable, true, and only Son,
also the Holy Ghost, the Comforter.

Thou art the King of Glory, O Christ;
thou art the everlasting Son of the Father.
When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man, thou didst not abhor the
Virgin’s womb.

When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death, thou didst open the
kingdom of heaven to all believers.

Thou sittest at the right hand of God, in the glory of the Father.
We believe that thou shalt come to be our Judge.
We therefore pray thee, help thy servants, whom thou hast redeemed with
thy precious blood.

Make them to be numbered with thy saints, in glory everlasting.
O Lord, save thy people, and bless thine heritage.
Govern them and lift them up for ever.
Day by day we magnify thee, and we worship thy Name ever world without
end.

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lord, let thy mercy lighten upon us, as our trust is in thee.
O Lord, in thee have I trusted; let me never be confounded.

Ralph Vaughan Williams Te Deum in G

12



All kneel or remain seated. The Reverend Dr James Hawkey, Minor Canon
and Precentor of Westminster, leads

THE PRAYERS

Let us pray in faith to God, the only true keeper of the house and builder of the city.

FOR this City of Westminster and for all who live here; for the work of
the Lord Mayor and the Councillors of this City, and for all who bear

responsibility in the ordering of our common life; for a vision of community
which inspires our labours and which encourages creativity, enterprise and
diversity; and for the use of our gifts in the service of all God’s people:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The Reverend Professor Vernon White, Canon in Residence, says:

FOR the nations of the world, their peace, stability, and concord; for
Elizabeth our Queen; for the High Court of Parliament; for the Armed

Forces of the Crown, in particular for the Captain and Ship’s Company of
HMS Westminster; for all who work for the maintenance of civil order and
the upholding of the law in this City and nation; and for wisdom and
discernment in their several vocations:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

FOR all places of worship in this City, and for those who minister to the
spiritual needs of our people; for growth in mutual understanding

between diverse traditions and cultures; and for the unity of all people:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

FOR all in need and those who care for them; for refugees and those
without shelter or work; for the sick, the lonely and the despairing, the

aged and the distressed; and for all who suffer through violence, warfare,
crime, exploitation, or neglect:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The Precentor continues:

FOR all former members of the City Council, for our benefactors, and for
all who have died in faith; that the glories of the eternal city may be their

lasting joy:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Laura Solomons, West London Synagogue, says:

Eternal God, we pray for the coming of the day when all your children will
live together in peace and friendship; when oppression, discrimination, and
prejudice will be relics of the past, and all humanity will be filled with your
Spirit. May that day come soon: the day foreseen by our prophets; the day
for which we have longed during the course of a hundred generations, when
all men and women will know and understand that they are brothers and
sisters, and be united in humble reverence before you, and in mutual love
and respect. How good it is, and how pleasant, when brothers and sisters
live together in unity!

adapted from a prayer by Rabbi Chaim Stern
Siddur Lev Chadash (prayer book of Liberal Judaism)

Shakeel Ahmed Kunwar, The Islamic Cultural Centre and The London
Central Mosque, says:

O you men! surely We have created you of a male and a female, and made
you tribes and families that you may know each other; surely the most
honourable of you with God is the one among you most careful (of his duty);
surely God is Knowing, Aware.

Holy Quran, Al-Hujuraat (49: 13)

OAllah, provide us with a strong will and guidance to change our nation for
the better. O God, give us strength and unity, and make this earth a planet
of peace.

The Choir sings:
THE ANTHEM

OTASTE and see how gracious the Lord is: blest is the man that trusteth in him.

Ralph Vaughan Williams Psalm 34: 8

The Precentor concludes:

All these our prayers we offer to God our Father, trusting in his promises
and obedient to his will, saying together:

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to
make our common supplications unto thee; and dost promise that when
two or three are gathered together in thy name thou wilt grant their
requests: fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants, as
may be most expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of
thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. Amen.

St John Chrysostom (c 347–407)
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All stand to sing

THE HYMN

during which a collection is taken, by request of the Lord Mayor,
for the Sir Simon Milton Foundation

AND did those feet in ancient time
walk upon England’s mountains green?

And was the holy Lamb of God
on England’s pleasant pastures seen?

And did the countenance divine
shine forth upon our clouded hills?

And was Jerusalem builded here
among those dark satanic mills?

Bring me my bow of burning gold!
Bring me my arrows of desire!

Bring me my spear! O clouds, unfold!
Bring me my chariot of fire!

I will not cease from mental fight,
nor shall my sword sleep in my hand,

till we have built Jerusalem
in England’s green and pleasant land.

Jerusalem 488 NEH William Blake (1757–1827)
Hubert Parry (1848–1918)

All remain standing. The Dean pronounces

THE BLESSING

GO forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast that
which is good; render to no-one evil for evil; strengthen the faint-

hearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honour all people; love and
serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; and the blessing of
GodAlmighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and
remain with you always. Amen.
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All sing

THE NATIONALANTHEM

God save our gracious Queen,
long live our noble Queen,
God save The Queen.
Send her victorious,
happy and glorious,
long to reign over us:
God save The Queen.

All remain standing.

Music after the Service:

March on a theme of Handel Alexandre Guilmant (1837–1911)

The Choir and Clergy move through Quire and the Nave to the West End of
the Church.

The Procession of the Lord Mayor and Councillors moves from Quire by
way of the North Quire Aisle and proceeds to College Garden, with invited
guests following.

The bells of the Abbey church are rung.

Members of the Congregation are requested to remain in their places
until directed to move by the Stewards.

Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no 1040271.


