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THE FREEDOM OF THE CITY

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

The Freedom of the City of Westminster is sparingly granted.   The first
person to receive the honour was Winston Churchill in 1946.  Prior to
the Freedom being granted to HMS Westminster (in 2005) only six other
Freedoms had been awarded, the previous one in 1990.

A particularly close association has always existed between the City of
Westminster and the Ship which carries its name around the world with
distinction and pride.  Over the years Lord Mayors have been regularly
invited to HMS Westminster, and the Ship’s Company have in turn
attended events held by Lord Mayors.  

Members of the Council are invited to tour the Ship whenever she makes
one of her frequent visits up the River Thames to the heart of the capital.
The Ship has always supported activities in Westminster schools, and
fundraises for local charities.

It was in this context, and to mark the bicentenary of our greatest naval
victory at Trafalgar, that the City Council considered it particularly
appropriate to honour HMS Westminster with the Freedom of the City
in 2005.

The Lord Mayor and Councillors of the City of Westminster resolved, on
9th November 2005, to grant to HMS Westminster ‘the Freedom and
Distinction of parading through the City on all ceremonial occasions in
full panoply and with drums beating, colours flying, and bayonets
fixed’. 

This morning’s service in Westminster Abbey is an integral part of the
exercise, by the Ship’s Company, of their Freedom of the City.
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TODAY’S PROCEEDINGS

The Ship’s Company of HMS Westminster will exercise its Freedom of
the City parading in the Sanctuary outside Westminster Abbey where
The Lord Mayor of Westminster will take their salute.

The Lord Mayor will then attend Matins with the Commanding Officer
and the Ship’s Company in Westminster Abbey. Westminster City
Councillors in robes will be present at the service.

HMS WESTMINSTER

HMS Westminster is a Type 23 Frigate, whose primary role is anti-
submarine warfare.  Launched on 4th February 1992, she is maintained
at high readiness to deploy worldwide to protect Britain’s interests by
delivering Royal Navy power and support for a wide range of tasking.
Fully equipped with some of the latest and most sophisticated weapons
systems, radar, sonar, and other sensors, combined with an embarked
Merlin or Lynx helicopter to optimise anti-submarine or anti-surface
capabilities, HMS Westminster provides the capability and flexibility
required of the modern Royal Navy.  

HMS Westminster recently returned from an East of Suez deployment.
In her seven months away she conducted a record number of counter-
narcotics boardings, and conducted counter-piracy patrols off the Horn
of Africa and Gulf of Aden.  She also exercised with US, French, Omani,
Tanzanian, Indian, and many other naval forces to maintain the Royal
Navy’s capability to operate with allies and partners across the globe.
Whether training to provide humanitarian assistance, practising to hunt
and locate enemy submarines or conducting security patrols to safeguard
Britain’s key trade and energy routes, HMS Westminster is proudly
capable and ready to defend the nation’s interests whenever and
wherever required.
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The church is served by a hearing loop.  Users should turn their hearing
aid to the setting marked T.

Photography, filming, and sound recording are not allowed in the Abbey
at any time.  Please ensure that mobile phones, pagers, and other
electronic devices are switched off.

The service is sung by the Choir of Westminster Abbey, conducted by
Daniel Cook, Sub-Organist.

The organ is played by Jeremy Woodside, Organ Scholar.

Music before the service:

Martin Ford, Assistant Organist, plays:

from Plymouth Suite Percy Whitlock (1903–46)
ii. Lantana
iii. Chanty
iv. Salix

Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no
1040271 and MRL no1040288.  Scripture Readings are from the New Revised Standard Version.
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ORDER OF SERVICE

All stand to sing

THE HYMN

during which the civic and collegiate processions move to places
in the Quire and Sacrarium, and the Colour of HMS Westminster is

borne through the church and presented at the High Altar

ETERNAL Father, strong to save, 
whose arm doth bind the restless wave,

who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep
its own appointed limits keep:

O hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.

O Saviour, whose almighty word
the winds and waves submissive heard,

who walkedst on the foaming deep,
and calm amid its rage didst sleep:

O hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.
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O sacred Spirit, who didst brood
upon the chaos dark and rude,

who bad’st its angry tumult cease,
and gavest light and life and peace:

O hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.

O Trinity of love and power,
our brethren shield in danger’s hour;

from rock and tempest, fire and foe,
protect them whereso’er they go:

and ever let there rise to thee
glad hymns of praise from land and sea.

Melita 354 NEH William Whiting (1825–78)
John Dykes (1823–76)

All remain standing for

THE WELCOME

The Very Reverend Dr John Hall,
Dean of Westminster

The Reverend Dr James Hawkey, Minor Canon and Precentor, says a
Sentence of Scripture.

All remain standing.  The Officiant and Choir sing

THE RESPONSES

O LORD, open thou our lips;
and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us;
O Lord, make haste to help us.
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  world without end.

Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.

Matthew Martin (b 1976)

All sit.  The Choir sings

VENITE

O COME, let us sing unto the Lord:  let us heartily rejoice in the
strength of our salvation.

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving:  and shew ourselves
glad in him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God:  and a great King above all gods.
In his hands are all the corners of the earth:  and the strength of the hills

is his also.
The sea is his, and he made it:  and his hands prepared the dry land.
O come, let us worship and fall down:  and kneel before the Lord our

maker.
For he is the Lord our God:  and we are the people of his pasture, and

the sheep of his hand.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  world without end.

Amen.

Psalm 95: 1–7
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All remain seated.  The Choir sings

PSALM 127

EXCEPT the Lord build the house:  their labour is but lost that build it.
Except the Lord keep the city:  the watchman waketh but in vain.

It is but lost labour that ye haste to rise up early, and so late take rest, and
eat the bread of carefulness:  for so he giveth his beloved sleep.

Lo, children and the fruit of the womb:  are an heritage and gift that
cometh of the Lord.

Like as the arrows in the hand of the giant:  even so are the young
children.

Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them:  they shall not be
ashamed when they speak with their enemies in the gate.

All stand.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  world without end.

Amen.

Ernest Bullock (1890–1979) Organist of Westminster Abbey 1927–41

All sit.  The Lord Mayor of Westminster, Councillor Audrey Lewis, reads

THE FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 48: 12–21
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All stand.  The choir sings

TE DEUM

WE praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord.
All the earth doth worship thee, the Father everlasting.

To thee all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the powers therein.
To thee Cherubin and Seraphin continually do cry,
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
heaven and earth are full of the majesty of thy glory.
The glorious company of the apostles praise thee.
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise thee.
The noble army of martyrs praise thee.
The holy Church throughout all the world doth acknowledge thee,
the Father, of an infinite majesty;
thine honourable, true, and only Son,
also the Holy Ghost, the Comforter.

Thou art the King of Glory, O Christ;
thou art the everlasting Son of the Father.
When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man, thou didst not abhor the

Virgin’s womb.
When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death, thou didst open the

kingdom of heaven to all believers.
Thou sittest at the right hand of God, in the glory of the Father.
We believe that thou shalt come to be our Judge.
We therefore pray thee, help thy servants, whom thou hast redeemed

with thy precious blood.
Make them to be numbered with thy saints, in glory everlasting.

O Lord, save thy people, and bless thine heritage.
Govern them and lift them up for ever.
Day by day we magnify thee, and we worship thy Name ever world

without end.
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lord, let thy mercy lighten upon us, as our trust is in thee.
O Lord, in thee have I trusted; let me never be confounded.

Charles Villiers Stanford (1852–1924) in C
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All sit.  Captain Hugh Beard RN, Commanding Officer, HMS Westminster,
reads

THE SECOND LESSON
St Matthew 8: 18–27

All stand.  The choir sings

JUBILATE

O BE joyful in the Lord, all ye lands:  serve the Lord with gladness,
and come before his presence with a song.

Be ye sure that the Lord he is God:  it is he that hath made us, and not
we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with
praise:  be thankful unto him, and speak good of his Name.

For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting:  and his truth endureth
from generation to generation.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  world without end.

Amen.

Benjamin Britten (1913–76) in C Psalm 100
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All face east and say together

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth:

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead,
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting.  Amen.

The Officiant and Choir sing

THE LESSER LITANY

The Lord be with you;
and with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

All kneel.

LORD, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

OUR Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy
kingdom come.  Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive them that trespass against us.  And lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil.  Amen.

THE RESPONSES

O LORD, shew thy mercy upon us.
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the Queen.
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people.
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us.
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

Matthew Martin
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The Officiant sings

THE COLLECTS

of the day, for Peace, for Grace

KEEP, we beseech thee, O Lord, thy Church with thy perpetual
mercy: and, because the frailty of man without thee cannot but fall,

keep us ever by thy help from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things
profitable to our salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in knowledge
of whom standeth our eternal life, whose service is perfect freedom;
defend us thy humble servants in all assaults of our enemies; that we,
surely trusting in thy defence, may not fear the power of any adversaries,
through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

O Lord, our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting God, who hast
safely brought us to the beginning of this day; defend us in the same with
thy mighty power; and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run
into any kind of danger; but that all our doings may be ordered by thy
governance, to do always that is righteous in thy sight; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The Officiant says

THE PRAYERS FOR THE ROYAL FAMILY
and FOR MEMBERS OF THE ORDER OF THE BATH

All say:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen.
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All stand to sing

THE HYMN

during which a collection is taken;
the money from today’s services will be divided equally between the
Royal Navy and Royal Marines Charity (improving the lives of those

who serve and have served in the Navy and their families),
disadvantaged young people, and the work of the Abbey

CHRIST, whose glory fills the skies,
Christ, the true, the only light,

Sun of Righteousness, arise,
triumph o’er the shades of night;

Dayspring from on high, be near;
Daystar, in my heart appear.

Dark and cheerless is the morn
unaccompanied by thee;

joyless is the day’s return,
till thy mercy’s beams I see;

till they inward light impart,
glad my eyes, and warm my heart.
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Visit then this soul of mine,
pierce the gloom of sin and grief;

fill me, radiancy divine,
scatter all my unbelief;

more and more thyself display,
shining to the perfect day.

Ratisbon 234ii NEH Charles Wesley (1707–88)
Johann Gottlob Werner’s Choralbuch Leipzig, 1815

THE SERMON

The Reverend Martyn Gough RN,
Deputy Chaplain of the Fleet

All kneel or remain seated for

THE PRAYERS

THE BLESSING

Music after the service, during which the Colour of HMS Westminster is
returned:

Postlude in D minor Charles Villiers Stanford

Details of all Abbey Services are available at the Abbey website:
www.westminster-abbey.org
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