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The service is conducted by The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean
of Westminster.

The service is sung by the Choir of Westminster Abbey, directed by James
O’Donnell, Organist and Master of the Choristers.

The organ is played by Daniel Cook, Sub-Organist.

Music before the service:

Martin Ford, Assistant Organist, plays:

Fantasia super Komm, Heiliger Geist, Johann Sebastian Bach
Herre Gott BWV 651 (1685–1750)

Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no 1040271.
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ORDER OF SERVICE

All stand for the Procession.

All sit when the Lord Chancellor, the Lord Chief Justice, the Heads of
Divisions, and the Justices of the Supreme Court have taken their seats.  The
remaining members of the Procession enter, taking their seats upon reaching
their places. 

All stand as the Collegiate Procession moves to places in Quire and the
Sacrarium.

All remain standing. The Choir sings

THE INTROIT

LET thy merciful ears, O Lord, be open unto the prayers of thy humble
servants; and that they may obtain their petitions make them to ask such

things as shall please thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

attributed to Thomas Mudd (d 1667) Collect for the Tenth Sunday after Trinity
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All remain standing. The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of Westminster,
gives

THE BIDDING

AT the beginning of the legal year, we gather in the presence of almighty
God, who is the judge of all and who knows the secrets of our hearts,

to renew our commitment to the service of the Crown and of all the people
in the cause of justice.

We acknowledge our high calling to reflect the justice and mercy of God.
We seek God’s strength and guidance that we might remain true to the
highest legal traditions, subtle as we apply ourselves to the causes before us,
and wise as we influence the development of the law.

We pray for the Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice, The
Right Honourable Christopher Grayling, for The Right Honourable The
Lord Thomas of Cwmgiedd, Lord Chief Justice of England and Wales, and
for all who make and administer the law, both in the United Kingdom and in
the European Union, and in the other legal jurisdictions represented here
today.

We ask God to sustain us in our duties, to grant us humility and sound
judgement, to forgive our errors, and to inspire us in our service.  Here on
earth may we serve more faithfully that heavenly justice in which alone we
can in the end trust.

So let us pray for the coming of God’s kingdom on earth, saying, as Jesus
taught us:

OUR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day

our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and
ever.  Amen.
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All sit.  The Right Honourable Christopher Grayling MP, Lord Chancellor
and Secretary of State for Justice, reads

ISAIAH 40: 18–end

TO whom then will you liken God, or what likeness compare with him?
An idol?—A workman casts it, and a goldsmith overlays it with gold,

and casts for it silver chains. As a gift one chooses mulberry wood—wood
that will not rot—then seeks out a skilled artisan to set up an image that will
not topple. Have you not known?  Have you not heard?  Has it not been told
you from the beginning?  Have you not understood from the foundations of
the earth? It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants
are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and
spreads them like a tent to live in; who brings princes to naught, and makes
the rulers of the earth as nothing. Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown,
scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, when he blows upon them,
and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble. To whom then
will you compare me, or who is my equal?  says the Holy One. Lift up your
eyes on high and see:  Who created these?  He who brings out their host and
numbers them, calling them all by name; because he is great in strength,
mighty in power, not one is missing.  Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak,
O Israel, ‘My way is hidden from the Lord, and my right is disregarded by
my God’? Have you not known?  Have you not heard?  The Lord is the
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He does not faint or
grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint,
and strengthens the powerless. Even youths will faint and be weary, and the
young will fall exhausted; but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their
strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not
be weary, they shall walk and not faint.
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All stand to sing 
THE HYMN

YE that know the Lord is gracious,
ye for whom a corner-stone

stands, of God elect and precious,
laid that ye may build thereon,

see that on that sure foundation
ye a living temple raise,

towers that may tell forth salvation,
walls that may re-echo praise.

Living stones, by God appointed
each to his allotted place,

kings and priests, by God anointed,
shall ye not declare his grace?

Ye, a royal generation,
tell the tidings of your birth,

tidings of a new creation
to an old and weary earth.

Tell the praise of him who called you
out of darkness into light,

broke the fetters that enthralled you,
gave you freedom, peace, and sight:

tell the tale of sins forgiven,
strength renewed and hope restored,

till the earth, in tune with heaven,
praise and magnify the Lord.

Rustington 477 NEH Cyril Alington (1872–1955)
Hubert Parry (1848–1918)
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All sit. The Right Honourable The Lord Thomas of Cwmgiedd, Lord Chief
Justice of England and Wales, reads

ST JAMES 2: 1–13

MY brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favouritism really
believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ?  For if a person with gold

rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in
dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine
clothes and say, ‘Have a seat here, please,’ while to the one who is poor you
say, ‘Stand there,’ or, ‘Sit at my feet,’ have you not made distinctions among
yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts?  Listen, my beloved
brothers and sisters.  Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in
faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love
him?  But you have dishonoured the poor.  Is it not the rich who oppress
you?  Is it not they who drag you into court?  Is it not they who blaspheme
the excellent name that was invoked over you?  You do well if you really
fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, ‘You shall love your
neighbour as yourself.’  But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are
convicted by the law as transgressors.  For whoever keeps the whole law but
fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.  For the one who said,
‘You shall not commit adultery,’ also said, ‘You shall not murder.’  Now if
you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a
transgressor of the law.  So speak and so act as those who are to be judged
by the law of liberty.  For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who
has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.

All remain seated. The Choir sings

THE ANTHEM

O SING unto the Lord a new song:  sing unto the Lord all the whole earth.
Sing unto the Lord and praise his Name:  be telling of his salvation

from day to day.
For he cometh to judge the earth:  and with righteousness to judge the world,

and the people with his truth.

James MacMillan (b 1959) Psalm 96: 1–2, 13
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THE SERMON

by

The Reverend Professor Vernon White
Canon Theologian

All stand to sing

THE HYMN

BE thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,
be all else but naught to me, save that thou art,

be thou my best thought in the day and the night,
both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word,
be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord;

be thou my great Father, and I thy true son,
be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight,
be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might,

be thou my soul’s shelter, be thou my strong tower,
O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power.
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Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
be thou my inheritance now and always,

be thou and thou only the first in my heart,
O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art.

High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright Sun,
O grant me its joys after vict’ry is won,

great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all.

Slane 339 NEH Irish, c 8th century, translated by Mary Byrne (1880–1931)
traditional Irish melody and versified by Eleanor Hull (1860–1935)

All sit or kneel.  The Reverend Christopher Stoltz, Minor Canon and Sacrist,
leads

THE PRAYERS

LET us pray for this United Kingdom, for its unity, peace, and concord;
for Elizabeth our Queen, and for all members of the Royal Family; for

both houses of Parliament,  and all who bear responsibility in the ordering
of our society; that justice, truth, and integrity may direct our common life.

Lord, in thy mercy,
hear our prayer.

The Reverend Robin Griffith-Jones, Master of The Temple, says:

LET us remember the victims of crime and its perpetrators in this and every
nation; prisoners, both those convicted and those on remand; and let us

pray for all who live in anxiety or fear; that wisdom, righteousness, and
charity might heal the brokenness of communities torn apart by violence or
hatred.

Lord, in thy mercy,
hear our prayer.
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The Reverend Hugh Mead, Reader of The Temple, says:

LET us pray for all who administer justice in this realm; for all judges and
the tribunals judiciary, magistrates, jurors, and ombudsmen; for clerks

and court officials; for barristers, solicitors, chartered legal executives, and
all whose profession or expertise is the law.  Let us pray for the police, the
armed forces, the probation and the prison services, and those who sustain
order in our land; that our nation may live in peace and security.

Lord, in thy mercy,
hear our prayer.

The Right Reverend Michael Doe, Preacher at Gray’s Inn, says:

LET us pray for our fellow nations within the European Union, for all who
make and administer law within their legal jurisdictions; for those who

labour in the field of European law; that our Union may be maintained in
righteousness and justice.

Lord, in thy mercy,
hear our prayer.

The Very Reverend Derek Watson, Preacher at Lincoln’s Inn, says:

O GOD, the just and merciful Judge of all mankind, look down from
heaven, we beseech thee, on these thy servants, who are set by thy

appointment to minister justice in this land.  Grant unto them thy Holy
Spirit, the Spirit of uprightness, the Spirit of discernment and the Spirit of
love, that they may boldly, discreetly, and mercifully fulfil their sacred
duties, to the good of thy people and the glory of thy name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The Right Reverend Nicholas Hudson, Auxiliary Bishop of Westminster,
says:

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, whose word alone lights the paths of
justice, send down upon our judges the healthful spirit of thy grace;

and that they may truly please thee, pour upon them the continual dew of thy
blessing.  Grant this, O Lord, for the honour of our Advocate and Mediator,
Jesus Christ.  Amen.
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All stand to sing

THE HYMN

MINE eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord:
he is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored;

he hath loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword:
his truth is marching on.

Glory, glory, Hallelujah!
His truth is marching on.

He hath sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat;
he is sifting out the hearts of men before his judgement seat: 

O be swift, my soul, to answer him; be jubilant my feet!
Our God is marching on.

Glory, glory, Hallelujah!
Our God is marching on.

I have seen him in the watch fires of a hundred circling camps:
they have builded him an altar in the evening dews and damps;

I have read his righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps:
his day is marching on.

Glory, glory, Hallelujah!
His day is marching on.
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In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea,
with a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me:

as he died to make men holy, let us live to make men free,
while God is marching on.

Glory, glory, Hallelujah!
While God is marching on.

Battle-Hymn of the Republic 242 H&P Julia Ward Howe (1819–1910)
traditional American melody
collected and edited by William Steffe (1830–90)

All remain standing. The Dean pronounces

THE BLESSING

GOD grant to the living, grace; to the departed, rest; to the Church, the
Queen, the Commonwealth, and all mankind, peace and concord; and to

us sinners, life everlasting; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

All sing
THE NATIONAL ANTHEM

GOD save our gracious Queen, Thy choicest gifts in store
long live our noble Queen, on her be pleased to pour,

God save The Queen. long may she reign.
Send her victorious, May she defend our laws,
happy and glorious, and ever give us cause
long to reign over us: to sing with heart and voice:

God save The Queen. God save The Queen.

All remain standing as the Procession leaves.

Music after the service:

Grand Chœur in D Alexandre Guilmant (1837–1911)

The bells of the Abbey Church are rung.


