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THE LADY SOAMES LG DBE

Mary Soames was the youngest and last surviving child of Winston and
Clementine Churchill. She was born in 1922 and brought up at Chartwell
in Kent, and educated at local day schools. In 1941, aged eighteen, she
was among the first women to join the Auxiliary Territorial Service and
served in mixed anti-aircraft batteries in England and North West Europe.
She accompanied her father as his aide-de-camp on several of his wartime
overseas journies. In 1945 she was awarded the MBE (military). In 1947
she married Captain Christopher Soames, Coldstream Guards, later The
Right Honourable The Lord Soames GCMG CH, who died in 1987. Mary
Soames participated fully in her husband’s political and diplomatic career,
campaigning in six elections, and later accompanying him to Paris,
Brussels, and Southern Rhodesia.

Mary Soames served as a Justice of the Peace 1960–74; UK Chairman of
the International Year of the Child 1979; and Chairman of the Royal
National Theatre 1989–95. In 1980 she was appointed DBE. In 1995 she
became a Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur. She was Chairman of the
Trustees of the Winston Churchill Memorial Trust 1991–2002, and Patron
of the International Churchill Society and the Churchill Centre. She was
an Honorary Fellow of Churchill College, Cambridge; Honorary Doctor of
Letters of Sussex University, the University of Kent, and the University of
the South (Sewanee) in Tennessee; and Honorary Doctor of Laws at the
University of Alberta.

In April 2005 she was appointed a Lady Companion of the Order of the
Garter.

In 1979 Mary Soames published a biography of the life of her mother,
Clementine Churchill, which won a Wolfson Prize for History and the
Yorkshire Post Prize for Best First Work; in 1982 A Churchill Family
Album; in 1987 The Profligate Duke; and in 1990 Winston Churchill: His
Life as a Painter. In 1998 she edited Speaking for Themselves—letters
between Winston and Clementine Churchill. In 2002 she published
Clementine Churchill: the Revised and Updated Biography; and in 2011 A
Daughter’s Tale: the Memoir of Winston Churchill’s Youngest Child.

Mary Soames is survived by five children, twelve grandchildren, and four
great-grandchildren.
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Members of the congregation are kindly requested to refrain from using
private cameras, video, or sound recording equipment. Please ensure that
mobile phones, pagers, and other electronic devices are switched off.

The service is conducted by The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean
of Westminster.

The service is sung by the Choir of Westminster Abbey, conducted by
James O’Donnell, Organist and Master of the Choristers.

The organ is played by Daniel Cook, Sub-Organist.

The trumpeters of the Household Cavalry Band are directed by Trumpet
Major Tim West, by kind permission of Major-General Edward Smyth-
Osbourne CBE, Major-General commanding the Household Division.

Music before the service:

Martin Ford, Assistant Organist, plays:

Sonata in C minor Op 65 no 2 Felix Mendelssohn (1809–47)

Rhosymedre Ralph Vaughan Williams
from Three Preludes Founded (1872–1958)
on Welsh Hymn Tunes

Adagio cantabile Ludwig van Beethoven
from Piano Sonata VIII in C minor Op 13 (1770–1827)

Elegy George Thalben-Ball (1896–1987)

Jesus bleibet meine Freude Johann Sebastian Bach
from Herz und Mund und (1685–1750)
Tat und Leben BWV 147

The Sub-Organist plays:

Nimrod from Edward Elgar
Variations on an original theme ‘Enigma’ Op 36 (1857–1934)

Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no 1040271.

5



Her Excellency The Ambassador of France to the Court of St James is
received by the Dean and Chapter of Westminster at the Great West Door
and is conducted to her place in Quire. All remain seated.

The family of The Lady Soames LG DBE are received by the Dean and
Chapter of Westminster at the Great West Door. Flowers are laid at the
memorial to Winston Churchill by the children of The Lady Soames LG DBE
before the family are conducted to their places in the Lantern. All remain
seated.

The Lord Mayor of Westminster Locum Tenens is received by the Dean and
Chapter of Westminster at the Great West Door and is conducted to her
place in Quire. All stand, and then sit.

Her Royal Highness The Princess Alexandra, The Honourable Lady
Ogilvy, and the Representatives of Their Royal Highnesses The Duke of
York, The Earl and Countess of Wessex, The Princess Royal, The Duke and
Duchess of Gloucester, The Duke and Duchess of Kent, and Prince and
Princess Michael of Kent are received by the Dean and Chapter of
Westminster at the Great West Door. Presentations are made.

A fanfare is sounded. All stand.

His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales, representing Her Majesty
The Queen and His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh, and Her
Royal Highness The Duchess of Cornwall are received at the West Gate.
Presentations are made inside the Great West Door.

All remain standing as the Dean conducts Their Royal Highnesses,
together with the Representatives of Members of the Royal Family, to their
places in the Lantern.
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ORDER OF SERVICE

All remain standing. The Choir sings

THE INTROIT

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our
infirmities, and in all our dangers and necessities stretch forth thy

right hand to help and defend us; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Orlando Gibbons (1583–1625) Collect for the Third Sunday
Organist of Westminster Abbey 1623–25 after Epiphany

All sing
THE HYMN

during which the Collegiate Procession moves to places
in Quire and the Sacrarium

OWORSHIP the King
all glorious above;

O gratefully sing
his power and his love:

our shield and defender,
the Ancient of days,

pavilioned in splendour,
and girded with praise.

O tell of his might,
O sing of his grace,

whose robe is the light,
whose canopy space.

His chariots of wrath
the deep thunder-clouds form,

and dark is his path
on the wings of the storm.
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This earth, with its store
of wonders untold,

Almighty, thy power
hath founded of old:

hath stablished it fast
by a changeless decree,

and round it hath cast,
like a mantle, the sea.

O measureless Might,
ineffable Love,

while angels delight
to hymn thee above,

thy humbler creation,
though feeble their lays,

with true adoration
shall sing to thy praise.

Hanover 433 NEH Robert Grant (1779–1838)
William Croft (1678–1727)
Organist of Westminster Abbey 1708–27
arranged by Jeremy Woodside (b 1989)

All remain standing. The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean
of Westminster, gives

THE BIDDING

IN this holy place, house of God and house of Kings, where her belovedfather Winston Churchill is honoured with a permanent memorial, we
assemble to give thanks to almighty God for the life and work of Mary
Soames.

We remember her war service and the times when she accompanied her
father during the Second World War; her marriage to Christopher Soames
and her warm family life; her commitment to the Royal National Theatre
and to many charitable organisations; her writing and lecturing; and her
keeping the flame alight for her parents.

We give thanks for her energy and determination, her charm and poise, her
empathy, ebullience, and sense of fun. We commend her immortal soul to
the care and keeping of almighty God.

Her grandchildren bring forward her Medals and Orders, symbols of her
life of public service, to lay in thanksgiving before God on the High Altar.
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All remaining standing as the Orders of The Lady Soames LG DBE are
processed through the Church by Arthur Soames, Archie Soames, and
Isabella Soames, grandchildren, presented to the Dean, and placed on the
High Altar.

Let us pray.

ALMIGHTY and ever-living God, whose Son Jesus Christ came not tobe served, but to serve, and, by offering his life on the cross, gained
the victory over sin and death: we beseech for thy servant Mary, who
dedicated her life to the service of her family and the good of the people,
a place of joy and peace in thy kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ our
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God,
world without end. Amen.

All sit. Clementine Fraser, granddaughter, reads from the Nave Pulpit

from A DAUGHTER’S TALE: THE MEMOIR
OF WINSTON CHURCHILL’S YOUNGEST CHILD

1943

AN amusing diversion for us on the voyage was an exchange of signalsbetween Renown and one of her escorting destroyers, HMS Orwell,
which was carrying as passengers Petty Officer A P Herbert (Member of
Parliament and a well-known author) and a fellow MP, Major Sir Derrick
Gunston, returning home after a parliamentary mission in Newfoundland.
A signal in their names (carefully concealing by means of Greek
mythology the identity of its addressee) was received:

Respectful salutes and greetings.
Return, Ulysses, soon to show
The secrets of your splendid bow.
Return and make all riddles plain
To anxious Ithaca again.
And you, Penelope the true,
Who has begun to wander too,
We’re glad to meet you on the foam
And hope to see you safely home.
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My parents were delighted of course by this signal, and my father set us all
to devising a suitable reply. My contribution was chosen to be sent: it was
as follows:

Ulysses, and Pempy too,
Return their compliments to you.
They, too, are glad to wend their way
Homewards to Ithaca after a stay
With friends from where the land is bright
And spangled stars gleam all the night.
And when he’s mastered basic Greek
Ulysses to the world can speak
About the plots and plans and bases
Conferred upon in foreign places.
We thank you from our hearts to-day
For guarding us upon our way.
To chide these simple rhymes may be chary
They are the first attempts of Mary.

Mary Soames (1922–2014)

The Right Honourable Sir Nicholas Soames MP, son, reads from the Great
Lectern

ROMANS 8: 31–39

WHAT shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be
against us? He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up

for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? Who
shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth.
Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen
again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession
for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it
is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as
sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord.
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All remain seated. The Choir sings

PSALM 121

I WILL lift up mine eyes unto the hills: from whence cometh my help.My help cometh even from the Lord: who hath made heaven and earth.
He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: and he that keepeth thee will not
sleep.

Behold, he that keepeth Israel: shall neither slumber nor sleep.
The Lord himself is thy keeper: the Lord is thy defence upon thy right
hand;

so that the sun shall not burn thee by day: neither the moon by night.
The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: yea, it is even he that shall keep
thy soul.

The Lord shall preserve thy going out, and thy coming in: from this time
forth for evermore.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.

Henry Walford Davies (1869–1941)

The Right Honourable Sir John Major KG CH reads from the Great Lectern

ST JOHN 14: 1–6

LET not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where
I am, there ye may be also. And whither I go ye know, and the way ye
know. Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and
how can we know the way? Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth,
and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
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Sir Richard Eyre CBE introduces and reads from the Great Pulpit

from RACING DEMON

I LOVE that bit where the plane begins to climb, the ground smoothaway behind you, the buildings, the hills. Then the white patches. The
vision gets bleary. The cloud becomes a hard shelf. The land is still there.
But all you see is white and the horizon.

And then you turn and head toward the sun.

David Hare (b 1947)

All stand to sing

THE HYMN

DEAR Lord and Father of mankind,
forgive our foolish ways!

Re-clothe us in our rightful mind,
in purer lives thy service find,
in deeper reverence praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard,
beside the Syrian sea,

the gracious calling of the Lord,
let us, like them, without a word
rise up and follow thee.

O Sabbath rest by Galilee!
O calm of hills above,

where Jesus knelt to share with thee
the silence of eternity,
interpreted by love!
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Drop thy still dews of quietness,
till all our strivings cease;

take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess
the beauty of thy peace.

Breathe through the heats of our desire
thy coolness and thy balm;

let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,
O still small voice of calm!

Repton 353 NEH John Whittier (1807–92)
Hubert Parry (1848–1918) from Judith

All sit for

THE ADDRESS

by

The Honourable William Shawcross CVO

All remain seated. The Choir sings

THE ANTHEM

BLESSED be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
according to his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively

hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance
incorruptible and undefiled, that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for
you, who are kept by the power of God, through faith unto salvation ready
to be revealed in the last time. But as he which hath called you is holy, so
be ye holy in all manner of conversation. Pass the time of your sojourning
here in fear. Love one another with a pure heart fervently, see that ye love
one another: being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the word of God. For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as
the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth
away: but the word of the Lord endureth for evermore. Amen.
Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810–76) 1 St Peter 1: 3–5, 15, 17b, 22–5
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All kneel or remain seated. The Reverend Christopher Stoltz,
Minor Canon and Sacrist, leads

THE PRAYERS

In thanksgiving for the life of Mary Soames, let us pray to almighty God.

The Reverend Canon Roger Humphreys, former Rector of Blenheim, says:

ALMIGHTY Father, God of the spirits of all flesh, thyself unchanged
abiding: we bless thy holy name for all who have completed their

earthly course in thy faith and fear, and are now at rest. We remember
before thee this day thy servant Mary, rendering thanks unto thee for the
gift of her friendship, and for her life of service and devotion. And we
beseech thee, in thy loving wisdom and almighty power, work in her, as in
us, all the good purpose of thy holy will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Emily Nicholson, granddaughter, says:

RECEIVE, O Lord, in tranquillity and peace, the souls of thy servants
who, out of this present life, have departed to be with thee. Grant

them rest, and place them in the habitations of life, the abodes of blessed
spirits; and give them the life that knoweth not age, the good things that
pass not away; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Reverend Canon Adrian Daffern, Team Rector, Benefice of Blenheim,
says:

GRANT, we beseech thee, almighty God, that being compassed about
by so great a cloud of witnesses we may run with patience the race

that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith;
so that, this life ended, we may be gathered with those whom we have
loved into the kingdom of thy glory, where there shall be no more death;
neither sorrow, nor crying; neither shall there be any more pain, for the
former things have passed away; through him who maketh all things new,
even the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Flora Soames, granddaughter, says:

GRANT us, O Lord, to know that which is worth knowing, to love that
which is worth loving, to praise that which can bear with praise, to

hate what in thy sight is unworthy, to prize what to thee is precious, and,
above all, to search out and to do what is well-pleasing unto thee; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Reverend Canon Dr William Taylor, Vicar, St John’s, Notting Hill,
says:

OLORD Jesus Christ, who when on earth wast ever about thy Father’s
business: grant that we may not grow weary in well-doing. Give us

grace to do all in thy name. Be thou the beginning and the end of all: the
pattern whom we follow, the redeemer in whom we trust, the master whom
we serve, the friend to whom we look for sympathy. May we never shrink
from our duty from any fear of man. Make us faithful unto death; and
bring us at last into thy eternal presence, where with the Father and the
Holy Spirit thou livest and reignest for ever. Amen.

The Reverend Professor Vernon White, Canon in Residence, says:

OLORD, support us all the day long of this troublous life, until the
shadows lengthen and the evening comes, the busy world is hushed,

the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in thy mercy
grant us a safe lodging, a holy rest, and peace at the last; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Sacrist concludes:

All these our prayers and praises let us now present before our heavenly
Father, in the prayer our Saviour Christ hath taught us:

OUR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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All stand to sing
THE HYMN

MINE eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord:
he is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored;

he hath loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword:
his truth is marching on.
Glory, glory, Hallelujah!
His truth is marching on.

He hath sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat;
he is sifting out the hearts of men before his judgement seat:

O be swift, my soul, to answer him; be jubilant my feet!
Our God is marching on.
Glory, glory, Hallelujah!
Our God is marching on.

I have seen him in the watch fires of a hundred circling camps:
they have builded him an altar in the evening dews and damps;

I have read his righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps:
his day is marching on.
Glory, glory, Hallelujah!
His day is marching on.

In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea,
with a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me:

as he died to make men holy, let us live to make men free,
while God is marching on.
Glory, glory, Hallelujah!
While God is marching on.

Battle-Hymn of the Republic 242 H&P Julia Ward Howe (1819–1910)
traditional American melody
collected and edited by William Steffe (1830–90)
arranged by Jeremy Woodside
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All remain standing. The Dean pronounces

THE BLESSING

GO forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast that
which is good; render to no man evil for evil; strengthen the faint-

hearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honour all men; love and
serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; and the blessing
of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you
and remain with you always. Amen.

All sing
THE NATIONALANTHEM

GOD save our gracious Queen, Thy choicest gifts in store
long live our noble Queen, on her be pleased to pour,

God save The Queen. long may she reign.
Send her victorious, May she defend our laws,
happy and glorious, and ever give us cause
long to reign over us: to sing with heart and voice:

God save The Queen. God save The Queen.

arranged by Gordon Jacob (1895–1984)

Music after the service:

Allegro maestoso from Sonata in G Op 28 Edward Elgar

All remain standing as the Collegiate Procession, together with
Their Royal Highnesses The Prince of Wales and The Duchess
of Cornwall, Her Royal Highness The Princess Alexandra,
The Honourable Lady Ogilvy, and the Representatives of Members of
the Royal Family moves to the west end of the Church.

Members of the Congregation are requested to remain in their places
until directed to move by the Stewards.

A retiring collection is taken for
The Winston Churchill Memorial Trust.

The bells of the Abbey Church are rung.
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