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NINETY YEARS STANDING SHOULDER TO SHOULDER
WITH OUR ARMED FORCES

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION CELEBRATES ITS 90TH ANNIVERSARY IN 2011

Following the Armistice of 1918, a great civilian force of men-at-arms
came home, only to find that a nation soon forgets. Out of the distress
and disappointments, they united in comradeship to form, in 1921, The
British Legion. Dedicated to the two-fold task of remembrance and
service, it sought to change the whole concept of how a nation should
remember and care for those who had suffered as a result of war.

The main purpose of the Legion was straightforward: to care for those
who had suffered as a result of service in the Armed Forces in the Great
War, whether through their own service or through that of a husband,
father, or son. The suffering took many forms: the effect of a war
wound on a man’s ability to earn a living and support his family; or a
war widow’s struggle to give her children an education.

Since the Second World War, when there have been more than seventy
campaigns involving British Service men and women, the Legion has
continued in its caring work of helping the disabled and the needy.

Throughout the years that have followed, the Legion – now The Royal
British Legion – has come to be recognised as the authoritative voice of
the ex-service community.

As The Royal British Legion celebrates its ninety-year history this year,
it is also laying the groundwork for the next ninety years and beyond,
ensuring it is just as relevant to our Armed Forces community today as
it was in 1921.

During this momentous year, the Legion will continue to provide vital
welfare and support to the whole Armed Forces family – serving, ex-
Service and their dependants, particularly those who are part of the
Afghan and Iraq generation.

The Legion has safeguarded the welfare, interests, and memory of the
Armed Forces family for ninety years, and is proud to stand shoulder to
shoulder with those who Serve.
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Members of the congregation are kindly requested to refrain from using
private cameras, video, or sound recording equipment. Please ensure
that mobile phones, pagers, and other electronic devices are switched off.

The service is conducted by The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of
Westminster.

The service is sung by the Westminster Abbey Special Service Choir,
conducted by James O’Donnell, Organist and Master of the Choristers.

The organ is played by Robert Quinney, Sub-Organist.

The Tri-Service Fanfare Team is directed by David Cole MVO.

The Buglers are from The Band of The Royal Marines Collingwood.

Music before the service:

James McVinnie, Assistant Organist, plays:

Prelude and Fugue in E flat BWV 552 Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685–1750)

Allegretto and Andante espressivo Edward Elgar (1857–1934)
from Sonata in G Op 28

The Central Band of The Royal British Legion, conducted by David
Cole MVO, plays:

Suite in E flat for Military Band Op 28 no 1 Gustav Holst
(1874–1934)

Folk Song Suite Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872–1958)

Pomp and Circumstance March in G Op 39 no 4 Edward Elgar

The Lord Mayor of Westminster is received at the Great West Door by
the Dean and Chapter of Westminster and conducted to her place in
Quire. All stand, and then sit.

Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal is received. All stand.

Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no 1040271.
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ORDER OF SERVICE

All remain standing.

A fanfare is sounded.

All sing
THE HYMN

during which the Collegiate Procession
moves to places in the Quire and Sacrarium
and Standards are borne through the Abbey

PRAISE, my soul, the King of heaven;
to his feet thy tribute bring.

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
who like me his praise should sing?
Praise him! Praise him!

Praise the everlasting King.

Praise him for his grace and favour
to our fathers in distress;

praise him still the same for ever,
slow to chide, and swift to bless,
praise him! Praise him!

Glorious in his faithfulness.

Father-like, he tends and spares us;
well our feeble frame he knows;

in his hands he gently bears us,
rescues us from all our foes.
Praise him! Praise him!

Widely as his mercy flows.

Angels, help us to adore him;
ye behold him face to face;

sun and moon, bow down before him;
dwellers all in time and space.
Praise him! Praise him!

Praise with us the God of grace.

Praise, my soul 436 NEH Henry Francis Lyte (1793–1847)
John Goss (1800–80) after Psalm 103
arranged by David Cole MVO
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All remain standing. The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of
Westminster, says

THE BIDDING

WE come to this Abbey, so many of whose memorials speak of war
and the pity of war, to remember the sacrifices of the past, to give

thanks for this ninetieth anniversary of the Royal British Legion, and to
pray for its continuing work.

In gratitude for God’s love, expressed through our duty of compassion
for the injured and those in need, we shall pledge ourselves to a
continuing ministry of service and care for them.

Depending upon God’s grace, and in tribute to those who in conflicts
past and present paid the supreme sacrifice, we shall reaffirm our desire
to create a world of justice, freedom, and peace.

These prayers and praises let us join together in the words our Saviour
taught:

OUR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

All sit. Hayley Westenra sings

FOR THE FALLEN

during which Kirianne Curley bears the Book of Remembrance
through the Abbey to the High Altar

THEY shall grow not old as we that are left grow old:
age shall not weary them nor the years condemn.

At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,
we will remember them.

Geoffrey Stephens (b 1934) Laurence Binyon (1869–1943)
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John Farmer, National Chairman, The Royal British Legion, reads

MICAH 4: 1–5

IN days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be establishedas the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised up above the
hills. Peoples shall stream to it, and many nations shall come and say:
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God
of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his
paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the
Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between many peoples, and shall
arbitrate between strong nations far away; they shall beat their swords
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more; but they
shall all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees, and no
one shall make them afraid; for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has
spoken. For all the peoples walk, each in the name of its god, but we
will walk in the name of the Lord our God for ever and ever.

All remain seated. The Choir sings

PSALM 121

IWILL lift up mine eyes unto the hills: from whence cometh my help.My help cometh even from the Lord: who hath made heaven and
earth.

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: and he that keepeth thee will
not sleep.

Behold, he that keepeth Israel: shall neither slumber nor sleep.
The Lord himself is thy keeper: the Lord is thy defence upon thy right
hand;

so that the sun shall not burn thee by day: neither the moon by night.
The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: yea, it is even he that shall
keep thy soul.

The Lord shall preserve thy going out, and thy coming in: from this
time forth for evermore.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.

Henry Walford Davies (1869–1941)
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Jenny Rowe, Trustee, The Royal British Legion, reads

PHILIPPIANS 4: 4–9

REJOICE in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry

about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever
is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing,
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the
things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and
the God of peace will be with you.

All remain seated. The Choir sings

THE ANTHEM

GREATER LOVE HATH NO MAN

MANY waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it.
Love is strong as death. Greater love hath no man than this: that

a man lay down his life for his friends. Who his own self bare our sins
in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto
righteousness. Ye are washed, ye are sanctified, ye are justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus. Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath
called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. I beseech you,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies, a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

John Ireland (1879–1962) Song of Solomon 8: 7, 6; St John 15: 13; 1 St Peter 2: 24;
1 Corinthians 6: 11; 1 St Peter 2: 9; Romans 12: 1

THE ADDRESS
by

The Right Reverend Nigel McCulloch
National Chaplain, The Royal British Legion

and Bishop of Manchester
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All stand to sing

THE HYMN

I VOW to thee, my country, all earthly things above,
entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love:

the love that asks no question, the love that stands the test,
that lays upon the altar the dearest and the best;

the love that never falters, the love that pays the price,
the love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice.

And there’s another country, I’ve heard of long ago,
most dear to them that love her, most great to them that know;

we may not count her armies, we may not see her King;
her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suffering;

and soul by soul and silently her shining bounds increase,
and her ways are ways of gentleness and all her paths are peace.

Thaxted 295 AMNS Cecil Spring Rice (1859–1918)
Gustav Holst

All remain standing for

THE ACT OF REMEMBRANCE

Lieutenant General Sir John Kiszely KCB MC, National President, The
Royal British Legion, says

THE EXHORTATION

THEY shall grow not old as we that are left grow old:
age shall not weary them nor the years condemn.

At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,
we will remember them.

We will remember them.

Laurence Binyon
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Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal lays the wreath at the Grave
of the Unknown Warrior.

LAST POST

Silence is kept.

REVEILLE

The National President, The Royal British Legion, says:

WHEN you go home, tell them of us and say:
for your tomorrow we gave our today.

Kohima Epitaph, adapted from Simonides (556–468 BC)
by John Maxwell Edmonds (1875–1958)

All sit. Penelope Keith CBE DL reads

IN FLANDERS FIELDS

IN Flanders fields the poppies blowBetween the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below…

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields…

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields…

John Alexander McCrae (1872–1918)
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All stand to sing

THE HYMN

GUIDE me, O thou great Redeemer,
pilgrim through this barren land;

I am weak, but thou art mighty;
hold me with thy powerful hand:
Bread of heaven,
feed me till I want no more.

Through the days of toil and peril,
ceaseless years of patient care,

God himself our Rock and refuge,
dark or danger, he is there:
sure Defender,
hope of all who trust in him.

Open now the crystal fountain
whence the healing stream doth flow;

let the fiery cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through:
strong Deliverer,
be thou still my strength and shield.

Christ himself our sure salvation,
from the yoke of bondage freed,

Lamb of God, whose love unchanging
Stooped to meet us in our need:
we remember
boundless grace and mercy shown.

When I tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside;

Death of death, and hell’s Destruction,
land me safe on Canaan’s side:
songs of praises
I will ever give to thee.

Cwm Rhondda 368 NEH William Williams (1717–91)
John Hughes (1873–1932) translated by Peter Williams (1727–96) and others
arranged by James O’Donnell (b 1961) adapted and enlarged: all rights reserved
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All kneel or sit. The Reverend Michael Macey, Minor Canon and
Precentor, introduces

THE PRAYERS

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the
Father.

Chris Simpkins, Director General, The Royal British Legion, says:

WEgive thanks for Our Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth, Patron
of The Royal British Legion; for the vision and commitment of

our founders and benefactors; and for all who have furthered our cause
throughout the past ninety years.
Lord, hear us;
Lord, graciously hear us.

The Reverend Monsignor Paul Donovan, Royal Navy, says:

WE pray that, as custodian of the nation’s remembrance, we may
never forget those who in world wars and conflicts, both past and

present, have made the supreme sacrifice, in the pursuit of justice,
freedom, and peace.
Lord, hear us;
Lord, graciously hear us.

The Reverend Jonathan Woodhouse, Chaplain General, says:

WE pray for the gifts of wisdom, discernment, and grace to
continue the work of support and advocacy for families and

veterans, young and old, who through bereavement, disability, and pain
continue to suffer the consequences of warfare and the wounds of battle.
Lord, hear us;
Lord, graciously hear us.

The Venerable Ray Pentland, Chaplain-in-Chief (Royal Air Force),
says:

WE pray for the men and women of Her Majesty’s Armed Forces
serving at sea, on land, and in the air; that, strengthened and

sustained, they may meet danger with bravery, discipline, and loyalty;
remembering especially those now serving in Afghanistan.
Lord, hear us;
Lord, graciously hear us.
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The Reverend Scott Brown, Chaplain of the Fleet, says:

ALMIGHTY God, in your mercy give us the perseverance to be true
to our calling, that, standing shoulder to shoulder with all who

serve, and following the example of Jesus Christ, we may ever seek to
put service before self; through him who is the servant of all, the same
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

All stand to sing

THE HYMN

OLORD my God, when I in awesome wonder
consider all the works thy hand hath made,

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
thy power throughout the universe displayed:

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee,
how great thou art, how great thou art!

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee,
how great thou art, how great thou art!

When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;

when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur,
and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze;

But when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
sent him to die – I scarce can take it in

that on the cross, our burden gladly bearing,
he bled and died to take away our sin;

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
and take me home – what joy shall fill my heart!

Then shall I bow in humble adoration,
and there proclaim: My God, how great thou art!

How great thou art 262 CP Russian hymn
Swedish folk melody translated by Stuart K Hine (1899–1989)
arranged by Stuart K Hine
and David Cole MVO
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All remain standing. The Dean pronounces

THE BLESSING

GO forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast that
which is good; render to no-one evil for evil; strengthen the faint-

hearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honour all people; love and
serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; and the
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
amongst you and remain with you always. Amen.

All sing

THE NATIONALANTHEM

GOD save our gracious Queen.
Long live our noble Queen.

God save The Queen.
Send her victorious,
happy and glorious,
long to reign over us:
God save The Queen.

Music after the service:

The Central Band of The Royal British Legion plays:

Grand March: Fame and Glory Op 21 Albert Edward Matt
(1864–1941)

The Sub-Organist plays:

Allegro maestoso from Sonata in G Op 28 Edward Elgar

14



All remain standing as the Procession moves to the West End of the
Abbey.

Members of the Congregation are requested to remain in their
places until invited to move by the Stewards.

The bells of the Abbey Church are rung.

A retiring collection will be taken in aid of the work of
The Royal British Legion.
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