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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORD BINGHAM OF CORNHILL KG

Born 13th October 1933, the son of Dr T H Bingham and Dr C Bingham of
Reigate, Tom was sent in 1947 to Sedbergh, where he acquired a
permanent love of the hills. His National Service, 1952–54, was spent in
the Royal Ulster Rifles. He read Modern History at Balliol College,
Oxford, 1954–57, coming second to his close friend Maurice Keen in the
list of First Class honours. Having previously contemplated both the
Church and the Army as possible careers, he finally settled on the Bar,
gaining the Eldon Law Scholarship in 1957.
Tom chose to join Gray’s Inn because a friend of his mother was dentist to
the Under-Treasurer’s wife. He became a QC in 1972 at the age of 38. In
1977–78, he led an inquiry into the supply of petroleum to Rhodesia
contrary to UN sanctions. He was appointed a High Court judge in 1980
and an Appeal Court judge in 1986, both on Lord Hailsham’s
recommendation. In 1991, Tom conducted an inquiry into the Bank of
England’s supervision of BCCI, completing it within a year. In 1992, Lord
Mackay recommended him for appointment as Master of the Rolls and, in
1996, Lord Chief Justice of England – a title which Tom formally amended
to Lord Chief Justice of England and Wales. In 2000, Lord Irvine
recommended his appointment as Senior Law Lord.
In 2005, Her Majesty The Queen created him Knight of the Garter. Tom
became the first holder of the Onassis International Prize for Law in 2008.
LIBERTYpresented him posthumously with a LifetimeAchievementAward
in 2010. In 2011, he was awarded the Orwell Prize for his Rule of Law.
Tom was Visitor of Balliol from 1986 and High Steward of Oxford
University from 2001 to 2008. He chaired the British Institute of
International and Comparative Law (2001, becoming President 2008), the
Magna Carta Trust (1992–96), and Reprieve (2009–July 2010). As
President of the Hay Literary Festival, he welcomed a former President of
the USA and later a former Vice-President, both of whose offices, he said,
were more distinguished than his own. The Hay audience vociferously
disagreed.
His two books, The Business of Judging and The Rule of Law, have been
posthumously joined by Dr Johnson and the Law, published by the Inner
Temple and the Dr Johnson House Trust. They will be joined shortly by a
further collection of his articles and speeches to be published by the OUP
under the title of The Lives of the Law.
In 1963, he married Elizabeth Loxley. They had three children, Kate,
Harry, and Kit, who, together with his grandchildren, filled Tom with
constant pride and delight. He spent as much time as he was able at his
house in Wales – a place of sweet content – walking in the Brecon
Beacons, mending the hedges, and tending his vegetable patch. There he
died, and is buried in St Cynog’s churchyard, Boughrood.
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Members of the congregation are kindly requested to refrain from using
private cameras, video, or sound recording equipment. Please ensure that
mobile phones, pagers, and other electronic devices are switched off.

The service is conducted by The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of
Westminster.

The service is sung by the Westminster Abbey Special Service Choir,
conducted by Robert Quinney, Sub-Organist.

The organ is played by James McVinnie, Assistant Organist.

Bagpipes are played before the service by Pipe-Major Brian Smith and
Piper Jim Turkington, London Irish Rifles Regimental Pipes and Drums.

Music before the service:

The Assistant Organist plays:

from Sonata in G Op 28 Edward Elgar (1857–1934)
i Allegro maestoso
ii Allegretto
iii Andante espressivo

Fantasia in F minor k608 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756–91)

The Representative of the Speaker of the House of Commons is received by
the Dean and Chapter at the Great West Door and conducted to her place
in Quire. All remain seated.

The Lord Speaker is received and conducted to her place in Quire.
All remain seated.

The Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice is received and
conducted to his place in Quire. All remain seated.

The Lord Mayor of Westminster Locum Tenens is received and conducted
to her place in Quire. All stand, and then sit.

The Representative of Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal is received
and conducted to his place in Quire. All stand, and then sit.

The Representative of Her Majesty The Queen and His Royal Highness
The Duke of Edinburgh is received and conducted to his place in Quire.
All stand, and then sit.

Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no 1040271.
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ORDER OF SERVICE

All stand. The Choir sings

THE INTROIT

SING joyfully unto God our strength: sing loud unto the God of Jacob.
Take the song, and bring forth the timbrel: the pleasant harp, and

the viol.
Blow the trumpet in the new moon: even in the time appointed, and at our
feast-day.

For this is a statute for Israel: and a law of the God of Jacob.

William Byrd (c 1540–1623) Psalm 81: 1–4

All remain standing to sing

THE HYMN

during which the Collegiate Procession
moves to places in the Quire and Sacrarium

OF the Father’s heart begotten,
ere the world from chaos rose,

he is Alpha: from that Fountain
all that is and hath been flows;

he is Omega, of all things
yet to come the mystic Close,
evermore and evermore.

By his word was all created;
he commanded and ’twas done,

earth and sky and boundless ocean,
universe of three in one;

all that sees the moon’s soft radiance,
all that breathes beneath the sun,
evermore and evermore.
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O how blest that wondrous birthday,
when the Maid the curse retrieved,

brought to birth mankind’s salvation,
by the Holy Ghost conceived;

and the Babe, the world’s Redeemer,
in her loving arms received,
evermore and evermore.

This is he, whom seer and sibyl
sang in ages long gone by;

this is he of old revealèd
in the page of prophecy;

lo! he comes, the promised Saviour;
let the world his praises cry!
evermore and evermore.

Sing, ye heights of heaven, his praises;
Angels and Archangels, sing!

wheresoe’er ye be, ye faithful,
let your joyous anthems ring,

every tongue his name confessing,
countless voices answering,
evermore and evermore.

Divinum mysterium 33 NEH Corde natus ex Parentis Prudentius (348–c 413)
from Piae Cantiones Theoderici translated by Robert Furley Davis (1866–1937)
Petri Nylandensis 1582

All remain standing. The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of
Westminster, says

THE BIDDING

WE have come before almighty God to remember Tom Bingham as a
man who did justly, who loved mercy, and who walked humbly with

his God. We remember him for his wisdom and humanity, his courtesy and
his wit; for his commitment to human rights; for his pride in his Northern
Irish roots and his love of his Welsh home; for his devotion to Balliol
College and to Oxford University; for his profound affection for Dr
Johnson and Francis Kilvert; for his love of the hills and the fells and for
his family and friends. In his judgments and his writings he upheld the
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rule of law, describing it as ‘one of the world’s great unifying factors,
perhaps the greatest ... an ideal worth striving for, in the interests of good
government and peace, at home and in the world at large’.
We remember him with thanksgiving.

All sing

THE HYMN

during which Nell Norman, accompanied by Mary and Rose Bingham
and Sam and Noah Norman, bears the Garter Star through the Abbey

to the High Altar

FOR all the saints who from their labours rest,
who thee by faith before the world confest,

thy name, O Jesu, be for ever blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress, and their Might;
thou, Lord, their Captain in the well-fought fight;

thou in the darkness drear their one true Light.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

The golden evening brightens in the west;
soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest:

sweet is the calm of Paradise the blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day;
the saints triumphant rise in bright array:

the King of glory passes on his way.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,

singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Sine nomine 197 NEH William Walsham How (1823–97)
Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872–1958)

7



All remain standing. The Dean says

THE PRAYER OF COMMENDATION

ALMIGHTY and everliving God, whose wisdom is infinite, whose
ways are just, and whose statutes are perfect: grant that as thy

servant Tom served thee upon earth, so now he may worship thee in
heaven, where thy royal law of love is most perfectly fulfilled. Through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

All sit. Diana Procter, Law Reporter, Supreme Court, reads

ISAIAH 55: 1–3, 6–13

HO, every one who thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no
money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without

money and without price. Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is
not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently
unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in
fatness. Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live;
and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of
David. Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while
he is near: let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon
him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are
not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain cometh down,
and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth,
and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and
bread to the eater: so shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth:
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please,
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. For ye shall go out with
joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break
forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their
hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree; and instead of the
brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the Lord for a name,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.
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All remain seated. The Choir sings

THE EASTER ANTHEMS

CHRIST our passover is sacrificed for us: therefore let us keep the
feast;

not with the old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness: but
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more: death hath no more
dominion over him.

For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth
unto God.

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin: but alive
unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Christ is risen from the dead: and become the first-fruits of them that slept.
For since by man came death: by man came also the resurrection of the
dead.

For as in Adam all die: even so in Christ shall all be made alive.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.

1 Corinthians 5: 7, Romans 6: 9, 1 Corinthians 15: 20

Sir Anthony Kenny, Master, Balliol College, Oxford, 1978–89, reads

LUKE 10: 25–37

A CERTAIN lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what
shall I do to inherit eternal life? He said unto him, What is written

in the law? how readest thou? And he answering said, Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. And he said
unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live. But he,
willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour? And
Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho,
and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded
him, and departed, leaving him half dead. And by chance there came down
a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other
side. And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked
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on him, and passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he
journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion
on him, and went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and
wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took
care of him. And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence,
and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and
whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee.
Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell
among the thieves? And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said
Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.

A TRIBUTE

by

Kit Bingham

All stand to sing

THE HYMN

KING of glory, King of peace, Wherefore with my utmost art
I will love thee; I will sing thee,

and that love may never cease, and the cream of all my heart
I will move thee. I will bring thee.

Thou hast granted my request, Though my sins against me cried,
thou hast heard me; thou didst clear me;

thou didst note my working breast, and alone, when they replied,
thou hast spared me. thou didst hear me.

Seven whole days, not one in seven,
I will praise thee;

in my heart, though not in heaven,
I can raise thee.

Small it is, in this poor sort
to enrol thee:

e’en eternity’s too short
to extol thee.

Gwalchmai 391 NEH George Herbert (1593–1633)
Joseph David Jones (1827–70)
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All sit. The Right Honourable The Lord Irvine of Lairg, Lord Chancellor,
1997–2003, reads

SIR MATTHEW HALE’S RESOLUTION

1 THAT in the administration of justice, I am entrusted for God, the
King and Country; and therefore

2 That it be done (1) Uprightly (2) Deliberately (3) Resolutely.
3 That I rest not upon my own understanding or strength, but implore

and rest upon the direction and strength of God.
4 That in the execution of justice, I carefully lay aside my own

passions, and not give way to them however provoked.
5 That I be wholly intent upon the business I am about, remitting all

other cares and thoughts as unseasonable and interruptions.
6 That I suffer not myself to be prepossessed with any judgment at all,

till the whole business and both parties be heard.
7 That I never engage myself in the beginning of any cause, but reserve

myself unprejudiced till the whole be heard.
8 That in business capital, though my nature prompts me to pity, yet to

consider that there is also pity due to the country.
9 That I be not too rigid in matters purely conscientious, where all the

harm is diversity of judgment.
10 That I be not biased with compassion to the poor, or favour to the

rich in point of justice.
11 That popular or court applause or distaste, have no influence into any

thing I do in point of distribution of justice.
12 Not to be solicitous what men will say or think, so long as I keep

myself exactly according to the rule of justice.
13 If in criminals it be a measuring cast, to incline to mercy and

acquittal.
14 In criminals that consist merely in words when no more harm ensues,

moderation is no injustice.
15 In criminals of blood, if the fact be evident, severity in justice.
16 To abhor all private solicitations of whatever kind soever and by

whomsoever in matters depending.

Sir Matthew Hale (1609–76)
Chief Justice 1671–76

‘Things Necessary to be
Continually had in Remembrance’

Quoted in The Rule of Law
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THE ADDRESS
by

The Right Honourable The Lord Mackay of Clashfern KT

Lord Chancellor, 1987–97

All remain seated. The Choir sings

THE ANTHEM

VALIANT-FOR-TRUTH

AFTER this it was noised abroad that Mr Valiant-for-Truth was taken
with a summons, and had this for a token that the summons was true,

That his pitcher was broken at the fountain. When he understood it, he
called for his friends, and told them of it. Then said he, ‘I am going to my
fathers, and though with great difficulty I am got hither, yet now I do not
repent me of all the trouble I have been at to arrive where I am. My sword,
I give to him that shall succeed me in my pilgrimage, and my courage and
skill, to him that can get it. My marks and scars I carry with me, to be a
witness for me that I have fought his battles who now will be my rewarder.’
When the day that he must go hence was come, many accompanied him to
the River side, into which, as he went, he said, ‘Death, where is thy sting?’
and as he went down deeper, he said, ‘Grave, where is thy victory?’ So he
passed over, and all the trumpets sounded for him on the other side.

Ralph Vaughan Williams John Bunyan (1628–88)
from The Pilgrim’s Progress 1675

All kneel or remain seated. The Reverend Dr James Hawkey, Minor Canon
and Sacrist, introduces

THE PRAYERS

In the power of Christ’s resurrection, let us pray to the Father, the giver of
all good gifts.

The Most Reverend and Right Honourable Dr John Sentamu, Archbishop
of York, Primate of England and Metropolitan, says:

We praise God for the love Tom shared with his family and friends; for his
generosity, wit, and humour; for his support of many charitable causes, and
for his interest in all those he met.
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OLORD, who hast taught us that all our doings without charity are
nothing worth: send thy Holy Spirit, and pour into our hearts that

most excellent gift of charity, the very bond of peace and of all virtues,
without which whosoever liveth is counted dead before thee; grant this for
thy only Son Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.

His Eminence Cormac Cardinal Murphy-O’Connor, Archbishop Emeritus
of Westminster, says:

We praise God for Tom’s immense contribution to the public understand-
ing of the rule of law; for his commitment to civil liberties and human
rights; for his clarity of mind, intellectual agility, and love of justice and
mercy.

ALMIGHTY God, the giver of wisdom, without whose help resolutions
are vain, without whose blessing study is ineffectual, enable us, if it

be thy will, to attain such knowledge as may qualify us to direct the doubt-
ful and instruct the ignorant, to prevent wrongs and terminate contentions;
and grant that we may use that knowledge which we shall attain to thy
glory and our own salvation, for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.

after A Prayer before the Study of Law
Samuel Johnson (1709–84)

The Right Reverend John Davies, Bishop of Swansea and Brecon, says:

We praise God for Tom’s love of the Lakeland Fells and of Wordsworth
who wrote of them; for his love of the Welsh hills and of Francis Kilvert
who wrote of them; and for his love of a long walk and a summit gained.

GLORY be to God for dappled things—
For skies of couple-colour as a brinded cow;

For rose-moles all in stipple upon trout that swim;
Fresh-firecoal chestnut-falls; finches’ wings;
Landscape plotted and pierced—fold, fallow, and plough;
And all trades, their gear and tackle and trim.

All things counter, original, spare, strange;
Whatever is fickle, freckled (who knows how?)
With swift, slow, sweet, sour, adazzle, dim;
He fathers-forth whose beauty is past change:
Praise him.

Praise him.
Gerard Manley Hopkins (1844–89)
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The Reverend Canon John Ovenden LVO, Precentor, St George’s Windsor,
says:

We praise God for Tom’s loyal and diligent service to Queen and country,
as rifleman and as judge; for his lifelong commitment to Balliol College
and the University of Oxford; for his passionate involvement in scholarly,
educational, and charitable works; and, in retirement, for his tireless cam-
paigning on behalf of justice and human rights, both here and throughout
the world.

ALMIGHTYGod, whose summons strikes the chords of loyal hearts, so
awaken in us the ancient echoes of thy call to service, that no

onslaught of nature or man may separate us, quick in step and spirit, from
trust in thee and one another through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

after the Regimental Collect, Royal Ulster Rifles

The Reverend Ian Charlesworth, Vicar, Boughrood, Diocese of Swansea
and Brecon, says:

For Tom’s life, love, and work, and for all God’s mercies, we offer our high
and hearty thanks to our heavenly Father:

ALMIGHTY God,
Father of all mercies,

we thine unworthy servants
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks
for all thy goodness and loving kindness to us, and to all men.
We bless thee for our creation, preservation,
and for all the blessings of this life;
but above all for thine inestimable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies,
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful,
and that we shew forth thy praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives;
by giving up ourselves to thy service,
and by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost
be all honour and glory, world without end. Amen.

The Book of Common Prayer 1662
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The Sacrist concludes:

All these our prayers and praises let us now present before our heavenly
Father, in the prayer our Saviour Christ has taught us:

OUR Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come; thy will be done; in earth as it is in heaven. Give

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

All stand to sing

THE HYMN

GUIDE me, O thou great Redeemer,
pilgrim through this barren land;

I am weak, but thou art mighty;
hold me with thy powerful hand:
Bread of heaven,
feed me till I want no more.

Open now the crystal fountain
whence the healing stream doth flow;

let the fiery cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through:
strong Deliverer,
be thou still my strength and shield.

When I tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside;

Death of death, and hell’s Destruction,
land me safe on Canaan’s side:
songs of praises
I will ever give to thee.

Cwm Rhondda 368 NEH William Williams (1717–91)
John Hughes (1873–1932) translated by Peter Williams (1727–96) and others
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All remain standing. The Dean pronounces

THE BLESSING

GOD grant to the living, grace; to the departed, rest; to the Church, The
Queen, the Commonwealth, and all mankind peace and concord, and

to us sinners, life everlasting; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

All sing
THE NATIONALANTHEM

GOD save our gracious Queen,
long live our noble Queen,

God save The Queen.
Send her victorious,
happy and glorious,
long to reign over us:
God save The Queen.

After the service The Adamant New Orleans Brass Band plays traditional
tunes.

The Assistant Organist plays:

Prelude in E flat BWV 552i Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)

All remain standing as the Procession moves to the west end of the church.

Members of the Congregation are requested to remain in their places
until directed to move by the Stewards.

There will be a retiring collection in support of the work of the
Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law

Following the service, members of the Congregation are invited
by the family to a reception in Church House.

Printed by Barnard & Westwood Ltd, 23 Pakenham Street, London WC1X 0LB
By Appointment to Her Majesty The Queen. Printers and Bookbinders

Printers to the Dean and Chapter of Westminster


