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MESSAGE

from

THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY

Dear Friends:

I offer warm greetings and congratulations on the centenary of the first
publication of The Ringing World. For many centuries, church bells have
played a significant role in public worship in the British Isles. We can be
thankful that whether in the rural village church or at the centre of a busy
market place, church bells have been calling the faithful to prayer and
reminding communities of the worship offered on their behalf.

Our bell ringers make a unique contribution in proclaiming the glory of
God and it is fitting that their projects and achievements are recorded in
the The Ringing World. My very best wishes to you all as you gather to
celebrate this heritage in Westminster Abbey.

Pax

Lambeth Palace SE1
Lent 2011
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Welcome to Westminster Abbey. You are sharing in a tradition of
worship offered daily to God for over a thousand years in this Abbey,
which houses the shrine of St Edward the Confessor. You are also
joining people from all over the world. Whether you are Anglican
(Episcopalian), or of another Christian Church or of another faith, or
seeking or doubting, you are warmly welcome to take part in the
service.

The Choir alone sings much of the service. As you listen, allow the
words and music to lift your mind and soul to God in prayer and
meditation. Please sing the hymns and say those parts of the service
printed in bold type.

Most of the church, with the exception of the Transepts, is served by a
hearing loop. Users should turn their hearing aid to the setting marked T.

Members of the congregation are kindly requested to refrain from using
private cameras, video, or sound recording equipment. Please ensure that
mobile phones, pagers, and other electronic devices are switched off.

Before the service, the bells of St Margaret’s Church are rung by former
directors and staff of The Ringing World.
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THE RINGING WORLD
The Ringing World is the only magazine devoted to the English art and
science of change-ringing, an art which has its origins in the 16th century.
This is the discipline that produces a glorious cascading sound on tower
bells—‘The Sound of England’—used to call people to worship or herald
great national occasions at more than 5000 churches in the United
Kingdom (including Westminster Abbey) as well as many churches
overseas. The Ringing World celebrates its 100th birthday today.
The Ringing World has been published almost every week since the first
issue appeared on 24 March 1911. The founding Editor and Proprietor was
John Sparkes Goldsmith, of Woking, who had learnt to ring as a teenager
at Southover Church in Sussex. He edited the paper until his death in 1942,
when JabezArmiger Trollope took over his chair, and negotiations with the
Goldsmith family led to the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers
purchasing the title that would become its Official Journal from 1945 until
the present day.
Under five successive editors since Trollope, The Ringing World, now
based at Andover, Hampshire, has developed its mission to educate,
entertain, and inform bell ringers in all places where bells are rung full-
circle, with rope and wheel. In addition to being the official journal of
record for ringing performances of ‘peals’ and ‘quarter-peals’, it is also the
essential unifying factor—the ‘glue’—that holds the world-wide bell
ringing fraternity together, keeping ringers in touch with each other.
Today’s centenary celebrations in London reflect the mission and purpose
of The Ringing World. They include tours of the famous Whitechapel Bell
Foundry; an Inspired by Bells art exhibition at a gallery off Pall Mall; a
recital on Atkinson’s Carillon in Old Bond Street; towers open for visiting
ringers on several routes into the capital; ‘mini-rings’ in Dean’s Yard; a
grand ringers’ reception at Central Hall, Westminster; a musical hand bell
concert by the Wandle Ringers; and the first public performance of
change-ringing on 24 hand bells.
With an eye to the future, also held today was the very first Ringing World
National Youth Contest at St Saviour’s Church, Pimlico—a striking
contest conceived to promote excellence in church bell ringing among
young ringers aged under 19.
Most important of all, we have the opportunity to give thanks before
God—here at the most historic Abbey Church in the land—for the efforts
of all those who have contributed to the success of The Ringing World
during its first one hundred years.
For further information about The Ringing World see
www.ringingworld.co.uk.
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ORDER OF SERVICE

All stand to sing

THE HYMN

during which the Collegiate Procession moves to places in the Quire
and Sacrarium

PRAISE, my soul, the King of heaven;
to his feet thy tribute bring.

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
who like me his praise should sing?
Praise him! Praise him!

Praise the everlasting King.

Praise him for his grace and favour
to our fathers in distress;

praise him still the same for ever,
slow to chide, and swift to bless,
praise him! Praise him!

Glorious in his faithfulness.

Father-like, he tends and spares us;
well our feeble frame he knows;

in his hands he gently bears us,
rescues us from all our foes.
Praise him! Praise him!

Widely as his mercy flows.
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Angels, help us to adore him;
ye behold him face to face;

sun and moon, bow down before him;
dwellers all in time and space.
Praise him! Praise him!

Praise with us the God of grace.

Praise, my soul 436 NEH Henry Francis Lyte (1793–1847)
John Goss (1800–80) after Psalm 103

All remain standing. The Officiant introduces

THE CONFESSION

All then kneel or sit to say together:

O GOD, our Father, we have sinned against thee in thought, word,
and deed; we have not loved thee with all our heart; we have not

loved our neighbours as ourselves. Have mercy upon us, we beseech
thee; cleanse us from our sins; and help us to overcome our faults;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Officiant gives

THE ABSOLUTION

All say together

THE LORD’S PRAYER

OUR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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All stand. The Officiant and Choir sing

THE RESPONSES

OLORD, open thou our lips;
and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us;
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.

Bernard Rose (1916–96)

All sit. The Choir sings

THE PSALMS

MYsoul truly waiteth still upon God: for of him cometh my salvation.
He verily is my strength and my salvation: he is my defence, so

that I shall not greatly fall.
How long will ye imagine mischief against every man: ye shall be slain
all the sort of you; yea, as a tottering wall shall ye be, and like a broken
hedge.

Their device is only how to put him out whom God will exalt: their delight
is in lies; they give good words with their mouth, but curse with their
heart.

Nevertheless, my soul, wait thou still upon God: for my hope is in him.
He truly is my strength and my salvation: he is my defence, so that I shall
not fall.

In God is my health, and my glory: the rock of my might, and in God is
my trust.

O put your trust in him alway, ye people: pour out your hearts before him,
for God is our hope.
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As for the children of men, they are but vanity: the children of men are
deceitful upon the weights, they are altogether lighter than vanity itself.

O trust not in wrong and robbery, give not yourselves unto vanity: if riches
increase, set not your heart upon them.

God spake once, and twice I have also heard the same: that power
belongeth unto God;

and that thou, Lord, art merciful: for thou rewardest every man according
to his work.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.

O God, thou art my God: early will I seek thee.
My soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh also longeth after thee: in a barren and
dry land where no water is.

Thus have I looked for thee in holiness: that I might behold thy power and
glory.

For thy loving-kindness is better than the life itself: my lips shall praise
thee.

As long as I live will I magnify thee on this manner: and lift up my hands
in thy Name.

My soul shall be satisfied, even as it were with marrow and fatness: when
my mouth praiseth thee with joyful lips.

Have I not remembered thee in my bed: and thought upon thee when I was
waking?

Because thou hast been my helper: therefore under the shadow of thy
wings will I rejoice.

My soul hangeth upon thee: thy right hand hath upholden me.
These also that seek the hurt of my soul: they shall go under the earth.
Let them fall upon the edge of the sword: that they may be a portion for
foxes.

But the King shall rejoice in God; all they also that swear by him shall be
commended: for the mouth of them that speak lies shall be stopped.

All stand.

GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without

end. Amen.

William Boyce (1711–79) and John Lemon (1728–96) Psalms 62 and 63
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All sit for

THE FIRST LESSON
read by The Reverend Andrew Tremlett, Canon in Residence

OF the blue, and purple, and scarlet, they made cloths of service, to do
service in the holy place, and made the holy garments for Aaron; as

the Lord commanded Moses. And he made the ephod of gold, blue, and
purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen. And they did beat the gold into
thin plates, and cut it into wires, to work it in the blue, and in the purple,
and in the scarlet, and in the fine linen, with cunning work. They made
shoulderpieces for it, to couple it together: by the two edges was it
coupled together. And the curious girdle of his ephod, that was upon it,
was of the same, according to the work thereof; of gold, blue, and purple,
and scarlet, and fine twined linen; as the Lord commanded Moses. And
they wrought onyx stones inclosed in ouches of gold, graven, as signets are
graven, with the names of the children of Israel. And he put them on the
shoulders of the ephod, that they should be stones for a memorial to the
children of Israel; as the Lord commanded Moses. And he made the
breastplate of cunning work, like the work of the ephod; of gold, blue, and
purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen. It was foursquare; they made the
breastplate double: a span was the length thereof, and a span the breadth
thereof, being doubled. And they set in it four rows of stones: the first row
was a sardius, a topaz, and a carbuncle: this was the first row. And the
second row, an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond. And the third row, a
ligure, an agate, and an amethyst. And the fourth row, a beryl, an onyx,
and a jasper: they were inclosed in ouches of gold in their inclosings. And
the stones were according to the names of the children of Israel, twelve,
according to their names, like the engravings of a signet, every one with
his name, according to the twelve tribes. And Moses made a robe of the
ephod of woven work, all of blue. And there was an hole in the midst of
the robe, as the hole of an habergeon, with a band round about the hole,
that it should not rend. And they made upon the hems of the robe
pomegranates of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and twined linen. And they
made bells of pure gold, and put the bells between the pomegranates upon
the hem of the robe, round about between the pomegranates; a bell and a
pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate, round about the hem of the robe
to minister in; as the Lord commanded Moses. And Moses did look upon
all the work, and, behold, they had done it as the Lord had commanded,
even so had they done it: and Moses blessed them.

Exodus 39: 1–14, 22–26, 43
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All stand. The Choir sings

MAGNIFICAT

MY soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God
my Saviour.

For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the
imagination of their hearts.

He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble
and meek.

He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent
empty away.

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: as he promised
to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.

Herbert Howells (1892–1983) in G Luke 1: 46–55

All sit for

THE SECOND LESSON
read by Robert Lewis, Editor, The Ringing World

FOR as we have many members in one body, and all members have not
the same office: so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every

one members one of another. Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor
that which is evil; cleave to that which is good. Be kindly affectioned one
to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; not
slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope;
patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; distributing to the
necessity of saints; given to hospitality.

Romans 12: 4–5, 9–13
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All stand. The Choir sings

NUNC DIMITTIS

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy
word.

For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation,
which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people;
to be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people
Israel.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.

Herbert Howells in G Luke 2: 29–32

All face east and say together

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I BELIEVE in God the FatherAlmighty, Maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by

the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the
third day he rose again from the dead, he ascended into heaven, and
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting. Amen.

The Officiant and Choir sing

THE LESSER LITANY, THE LORD’S PRAYER, and RESPONSES

The Lord be with you;
and with thy spirit.

Let us pray.
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All kneel.

LORD, have mercy upon us.Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

OUR Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day

our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from
evil. Amen.

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the Queen.
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people.
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us.
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

Bernard Rose

The Officiant sings

THE COLLECTS

of the day, of Lent, for Peace, for Aid against all perils

WEbeseech thee, Almighty God, look upon the hearty desires of thy
humble servants, and stretch forth the right hand of thy majesty, to be

our defence against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast
made, and dost forgive the sins of all them that are penitent; create

and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we worthily lamenting our
sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of thee, the God of
all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just
works do proceed; give unto thy servants that peace which the world

cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments,
and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may
pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our
Saviour. Amen.

LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great
mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love

of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Officiant says

THE PRAYERS FOR THE ROYAL FAMILY
and FOR MEMBERS OF THE ORDER OF THE BATH

All sit. The Choir sings

THE ANTHEM

REJOICE in the Lord alway, and again I say, rejoice. Let your
moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. Be careful

for nothing: but in everything, by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace
of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Henry Purcell (1659–95) Philippians 4: 4–7
Organist of Westminster Abbey 1679–95
‘Bell Anthem’

All remain seated for
THE ADDRESS

by
The Very Reverend Dr John Hall

Dean of Westminster
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All kneel or remain seated for

THE INTERCESSIONS

led by

Dr William A Hibbert
Director, The Ringing World

At the end of the Intercessions all say:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.

All stand to sing

THE HYMN

UNCHANGING God, who livest
enthroned in realms on high,

to men the power thou givest
thy name to magnify.

We raise the bells for ringing
with ready mind and will,

and come before thee, bringing
our hearts, our strength, our skill.
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We call, from tower and steeple,
upon the day of days,

all faithful Christian people
to worship, prayer, and praise;

we ring with joyous gladness
when man and wife are blessed;

we peal in muffled sadness
for loved ones laid to rest.

By union free and willing
the work of God is done;

our Master’s prayer fulfilling,
we would in him be one:

one, as the Church our mother
would have her children stand,

befriending one another,
a strong and steadfast band.

Our lives, like bells, while changing,
an ordered course pursue;

through joys and sorrows ranging,
may all those lives ring true.

May we, through Christ forgiven,
our faults and failures past,

attain our place in heaven,
called home to rest at last.

Aurelia 167 NEH 496 AMR
Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810–76) Henry Wilder (1860–1948)

All remain standing. The Dean pronounces

THE BLESSING

Music after the service:

Carillon-Sortie Henri Mulet (1878–1967)

After the service the bells of the Abbey Church are rung by members of the
Westminster Abbey Company of Ringers together with other ringers
attending the service.
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Details of all Abbey Services are available at the Abbey website:
www.westminster-abbey.org

Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL
no 1040271 and MRL no 1040288. Scripture Readings are from the Authorised (King
James) Version of the Bible.

THE ABBEY BELLS

The Abbey has a peal of ten bells cast by
the Whitechapel Bell Foundry Limited in 1971.

The tenor bell is tuned to the note of D and weighs over 30 cwt.

Two of the eight bells in use prior to 1971 were cast in the reign of
ELIZABETH I and are retained and chimed prior to evening service.

The Abbey’s oldest bell which is preserved in the museum
was cast in 1310 by Richard de Wymbis and bears the inscription

‘Christe Audi Nos’.

The 1971 bells include:
ELIZABETH In honour of Her Majesty The Queen

LAETATUS In honour of the City of Westminster and Parliament
JOCELYN In honour of the late Sacrist
JUBILATE In honour of the Precentor

& of the Secretary of the Company of Ringers
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