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THE CHRONICALLY SICK AND DISABLED PERSONS ACT 1970

In 1969, Alf Morris, then Labour MP for Manchester Wythenshawe, won
first place in the ballot for Private Members’ Bills in the House of
Commons. He chose to introduce a far-ranging Bill for chronically sick
and disabled people. Drafted in less than three weeks, the Bill secured a
Second Reading on 5 December 1969 and became law, in dramatic
fashion, just ahead of the dissolution of Parliament for the General
Election of 1970. The key provisions actually came into force early the
following year.
Since its implementation, official statistics show that it has helped over
sixty million people – more than the present population of this country. Its
principal provisions were:

� rights of access for disabled people to the built environment,
including schools and universities

� the world’s first statutory provision for purpose-built housing for
disabled people and help in adapting their homes

� practical help as of right for disabled people in their homes,
including the installation of telephones for those house-bound, and
access to transport and other services outside the home

� the world’s first recognition in law of autism and dyslexia

� the world’s first legislation for the needs of children who are both
blind and pre-lingually deaf

� the world’s first Institute of Hearing Research
The Bill’s philosophy was memorably expressed by the Lord Morris of
Manchester, as Alf Morris MP, in the final words of his speech
commending his Bill to the House of Commons on 5 December 1969
which we shall hear read in this service.
Since passage of the Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons Act 1970,
over 180 countries have adopted similar legislation and a series of
international agreements have given recognition to the rights of disabled
people.
The organisers of today’s service believe that the legacy of this legislation
should be to inspire future generations to remove prejudice wherever it
exists, and to create a juster and more compassionate society. They wish
to express especial thanks to Amy Hornbrook, Vijay Mehan, and Kieran
Maguire of Fentons Solicitors for their tremendous hard work in
organising and coordinating today’s event, and also to Hugh Greenwood
OBE, Dr Peter H Jost, Richard Heller, Claire Michelet, and William
Carslake.
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Members of the congregation are kindly requested to refrain from using
private cameras, video, or sound recording equipment. Please ensure that
mobile phones, pagers, and other electronic devices are switched off.

The service is conducted by The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of
Westminster.

The service is sung by the Westminster Abbey Special Service Choir,
conducted by James O’Donnell, Organist and Master of the Choristers.

The organ is played by Robert Quinney, Sub-Organist.

Sanguis venenatus: Elegy for String Orchestra, in memory of all people
with haemophilia, was dedicated on the fortieth anniversary of the passing
of the Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons Act 1970 in honour of its
historic effect on the status and well-being of disabled people here and
across the world.

All the organ voluntaries played at this service were composed by
organists blind or partially-sighted from childhood.

Music before the service:

The London Charity Orchestra, conducted by William Carslake, performs:

Symphony No 6 in D Franz Joseph Haydn (1732–1809)

James McVinnie, Assistant Organist, plays:

Tiento de 1˚ tono de mano derecha Pablo Bruna (1611–79)

Berceuse and Carillon from Pièces en style libre Op 31 Louis Vierne
(1870–1937)
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The Lord Mayor of Westminster is received at the Great West Door by the
Dean and Chapter of Westminster and conducted to her place in Quire. All
stand, and then sit.

An organ fanfare is sounded. All stand.

Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Gloucester is received by the Dean
and Chapter of Westminster.

Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no 1040271.
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ORDER OF SERVICE

All remain standing. The Choir sings

THE INTROIT

Keep me as the apple of an eye: hide me under the shadow of thy wings.

Humphrey Clucas (b 1941) Psalm 17: 8

All sing

THE HYMN

during which the Collegiate Procession,
together with Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Gloucester,

moves to places in the Quire and Sacrarium

IMMORTAL, invisible, God only wise,in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;

thy justice like mountains high soaring above
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

To all life thou givest, to both great and small;
in all life thou livest, the true life of all;

we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,
and wither and perish; but naught changeth thee.

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;

all laud we would render: O help us to see
’tis only the splendour of light hideth thee.

St Denio 377 NEH Walter Chalmers Smith (1824–1908)
from John Roberts’s Caniadau y Cyssegr 1839
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All remain standing. The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of
Westminster, says

THE BIDDING

WELCOME to this place of prayer, where over many centuries
almighty God has been worshipped and significant anniversaries

celebrated. Here is the Shrine of St Edward the Confessor, King of
England to 1066, who built a great church, as a neighbour to his Palace of
Westminster, the Houses of Parliament.

Acts of Parliament have not always been celebrated in this place, nor have
they always had any great significance. Four years ago, the last time we
celebrated anAct of Parliament in a service here was the bicentenary of the
Abolition of the Slave TradeAct. The much younger Act of Parliament we
celebrate today has also brought freedom, dignity, and respect to many
people whose prospects would otherwise have been severely blighted.

We shall celebrate and give thanks to God, but first let us hear from its
prime mover why he proposed the Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons
Act.

All remain standing. The Right Honourable The Lord Morris of
Manchester AO QSO reads

from HIS CLOSING COMMENDATION TO THE HOUSE
SECOND READING, THE CHRONICALLY SICK AND DISABLED PERSONS BILL

HOUSE OF COMMONS, 5 DECEMBER 1969

Mr Speaker,

IF we could bequeath one precious gift to posterity, I would choose a
society in which there is genuine compassion for long-term sick and

disabled people; where understanding is unostentatious and sincere; where
needs come before means; where if years cannot be added to their lives, at
least life can be added to their years; where the mobility of disabled people
is restricted only by the bounds of technical progress and discovery; where
they have the fundamental right to participate in industry and society
according to ability; where socially preventable distress is unknown; and
where no one has cause to be ill at ease because of her or his disability.

Alfred Morris, The Lord Morris of Manchester AO QSO (b 1928)
Member of Parliament, Manchester Wythenshawe, 1964–97
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The Dean introduces

THE ACT OF PENITENCE

IN the presence of our heavenly Father, let us call to mind those times
when, through ignorance or hardness of heart, we have failed to follow

Christ’s teaching of love:

Lord, we have turned away from your love and limited our hope.
Lord have mercy.
Lord have mercy.

Lord, we have failed to acknowledge your image in others.
Christ have mercy.
Christ have mercy.

Lord, we have not appreciated your glory throughout the whole of
creation.
Lord have mercy.
Lord have mercy.

May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins and grant us
renewal in strength and hope. Amen.

All sing
THE HYMN

DEAR Lord and Father of mankind,
forgive our foolish ways;

re-clothe us in our rightful mind,
in purer lives thy service find,
in deeper reverence praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard,
beside the Syrian sea,

the gracious calling of the Lord,
let us, like them, without a word
rise up and follow thee.

Drop thy still dews of quietness,
till all our strivings cease;

take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess
the beauty of thy peace.
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Breathe through the heats of our desire
thy coolness and thy balm;

let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,
O still small voice of calm.

Repton 353 NEH John Whittier (1807–92)
Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848–1918) from Judith

All sit for

A TRIBUTE

by

His Royal Highness Prince Raad bin Zeid GCVO

President, the Higher Council for Affairs of Persons with Disabilities
of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

All remain seated. The Right Honourable Sir George Young Bt MP reads

ISAIAH 49: 8–10; 13–16a

THUS says the Lord: In a time of favour I have answered you, on a day
of salvation I have helped you; I have kept you and given you as a

covenant to the people, to establish the land, to apportion the desolate
heritages; saying to the prisoners, ‘Come out,’ to those who are in
darkness, ‘Show yourselves.’ They shall feed along the ways, on all the
bare heights shall be their pasture; they shall not hunger or thirst, neither
scorching wind nor sun shall strike them down, for he who has pity on
them will lead them, and by springs of water will guide them. Sing for joy,
O heavens, and exult, O earth; break forth, O mountains, into singing! For
the Lord has comforted his people, and will have compassion on his
suffering ones. But Zion said, ‘The Lord has forsaken me, my Lord has
forgotten me.’ Can a woman forget her nursing child, or show no
compassion for the child of her womb? Even these may forget, yet I will
not forget you. See, I have inscribed you on the palms of my hands.

8



All remain seated. The Choir sings

PSALM 139: 1–13

OLORD, thou hast searched me out, and known me: thou knowest my
down-sitting, and mine up-rising; thou understandest my thoughts

long before.
Thou art about my path, and about my bed: and spiest out all my ways.
For lo, there is not a word in my tongue: but thou, O Lord, knowest it
altogether.

Thou hast fashioned me behind and before: and laid thine hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful and excellent for me: I cannot attain
unto it.

Whither shall I go then from thy Spirit: or whither shall I go then from thy
presence?

If I climb up into heaven, thou art there: if I go down to hell, thou art there
also.

If I take the wings of the morning: and remain in the uttermost parts of the
sea;

even there also shall thy hand lead me: and thy right hand shall hold me.
If I say, Peradventure the darkness shall cover me: then shall my night be
turned to day.

Yea, the darkness is no darkness with thee, but the night is as clear as the
day: the darkness and light to thee are both alike.

For my reins are thine: thou hast covered me in my mother’s womb.
I will give thanks unto thee, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made:
marvellous are thy works, and that my soul knoweth right well.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.

James Turle (1802–82)
Organist of Westminster Abbey 1831–82

THE TESTIMONIES

of

Baroness Grey-Thompson of Eaglescliffe DBE,
Lance Corporal Craig Lundberg,

and Matthew Hampson
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The London Charity Orchestra, conducted by William Carslake, performs:

Sanguis venenatus: Elegy for String Orchestra Andrew March (b 1973)

The Right Honourable The Baroness Royall of Blaisdon reads

1 CORINTHIANS 12: 12–23, 26

FOR just as the body is one and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.

For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks,
slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. Indeed, the
body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say,
‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,’ that would not
make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear would say, ‘Because I
am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,’ that would not make it any less
a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing
be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?
But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as
he chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As it is,
there are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I
have no need of you,’ nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of
you.’ On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable, and those members of the body that we think less
honourable we clothe with greater honour, and our less respectable
members are treated with greater respect. If one member suffers, all suffer
together with it; if one member is honoured, all rejoice together with it.

All remain seated. The Choir sings

THE ANTHEM

THE Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to
preach the Gospel to the poor: he hath sent me to heal the broken-

hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the
blind, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord; to give unto them that
mourn a garland for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise
for the spirit of heaviness, that they might be called trees of righteousness,
the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified. For as the earth
bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are sown
in it to spring forth, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to
spring forth before all the nations as the earth bringeth forth her bud.
Edward Elgar (1857–1934) from Isaiah 61
from The Apostles Op 49
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THE ADDRESS

by

The Right Honourable The Lord Lloyd of Berwick DL

All remain seated. The Seashell Trust performs

CAN YOU HEAR ME?

I LOOK around me as I grow, I’d like to tell you all I know.

I see life with all its energy, the city streets, the rush of time.
This is my world, it’s where I like to be,
So much to see, so much to find.
I sometimes sit and wait a while; I see the sun, it makes me smile.

Can you see it? Can you see it too?

I feel life with all its energy, the joy of waking every day.
This is my world, it’s where I like to be,
So much to do, so much to say.
I sometimes sit and feel the sun; its warmth is there for everyone.

Can you feel it? Can you feel it too?

My world’s a silent one, but it’s enough for me,
I hear you through your hands, the movement sets me free,
But it could be a special thing to hear your voice, to hear you sing.

Can you hear me? Can you hear me too?

I look around me as I grow, I’d like to tell you all I know.

Can you hear me?
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All kneel or remain seated. The Reverend Dr James Hawkey, Minor
Canon and Sacrist of Westminster, introduces

THE PRAYERS

In thanksgiving and petition let us pray to the Lord who calls all of his
children into fullness of life.

The Reverend Prebendary Alan Tanner says:

LET us praise God for all developments in our society which express
the equality of all people in the sight of God, and the sanctity of all

human life. Let us pray for governments and legislators, for experts who
give advice and counsel to those charged with drafting and enacting policy,
that they may recognise the image of God in all people.
Lord in your mercy;
hear our prayer.

The Reverend Andrew Tremlett, Canon in Residence, says:

LET us pray for all those who through suffering know the loneliness of
pain, isolation, and despair; that through the love of others and the joy

embedded deep in the human heart, each may know the love of God for
them. Let us pray for an end to all discrimination and misunderstanding,
that people everywhere may appreciate the full beauty of creation.
Lord in your mercy;
hear our prayer.

Marshal of the Royal Air Force The Lord Craig of Radley GCB OBE says:

LET us offer our thanks for all men and women who devote their lives tothe service of others. We pray especially for those who have been
afflicted or bereaved as a result of warfare, and give thanks for their loyalty
and selflessness. Let us ask God’s blessing upon all organisations and
institutions which support them and their families.
Lord in your mercy;
hear our prayer.

Kieran Maguire, says:

LET us give thanks to God for all whose commitment and expertise
enable human beings to flourish with dignity. We pray God’s

continued blessings on the National Health Service, and all hospital,
hospice, and support staff. Let us ask for God’s wisdom for those involved
in medical research, that in looking into the mysteries of creation, they
may be inspired by the love which is creation’s source.
Lord, in your mercy;
hear our prayer.
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Air Vice-Marshal Anthony Stables CBE, Chairman, The Confederation of
Service Charities, says:

LET us praise God for those who watch and pray beside loved ones whosuffer, that they may have strength and joy in their love for them.
May they know refreshment, encouragement, and support as they share in
revealing God’s love to the world.
Lord in your mercy;
hear our prayer.

The Minor Canon and Sacrist concludes:

All these our prayers and praises let us now present before our heavenly
Father, in the prayer our Saviour Christ has taught us:

OUR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

All stand to sing
THE HYMN

OCHRIST the same through all our story’s pages,
our loves and hopes, our failures and our fears;

eternal Lord, the King of all the ages,
unchanging still, amid the passing years:

O living word, the source of all creation,
who spread the skies, and set the stars ablaze,

O Christ the same, who wrought man’s whole salvation,
we bring our thanks for all our yesterdays.

O Christ the same, the friend of sinners, sharing
our inmost thoughts, the secrets none can hide,

still as of old upon your body bearing
the marks of love, in triumph glorified:

O Son of Man, who stooped for us from heaven,
O Prince of life, in all your saving power,

O Christ the same, to whom our hearts are given,
we bring our thanks for this the present hour.
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O Christ the same, secure within whose keeping
our lives and loves, our days and years remain,

our work and rest, our waking and our sleeping,
our calm and storm, our pleasure and our pain:

O Lord of love, for all our joys and sorrows,
for all our hopes, when earth shall fade and flee,

O Christ the same, for all our brief tomorrows,
we bring our thanks for all that is to be.

Londonderry 258 NEH Timothy Dudley-Smith (b 1926)
Petrie Collection of Irish Melody

All remain standing. The Dean pronounces

THE BLESSING

GO forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast that
which is good; render to no-one evil for evil; strengthen the faint-

hearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honour all people; love and
serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; and the blessing
of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you
and remain with you always. Amen.

All sing THE NATIONALANTHEM

GOD save our gracious Queen.
Long live our noble Queen.

God save The Queen.
Send her victorious,
happy and glorious,
long to reign over us:
God save The Queen.

Music after the service:
Fête Jean Langlais (1907–91)

All remain standing as the Procession, together with Her Royal Highness
The Duchess of Gloucester, moves to the west end of the church.

Members of the Congregation are requested to remain in their places
until invited to move by the Stewards.

A retiring collection will be taken to be divided equally between
Crossroads Care, Disabled Living Foundation, and Seashell Trust

The bells of the Abbey Church are rung.
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BARONESS GREY-THOMPSON DBE

Carys Davina ‘Tanni’Grey was born in 1969, the year in which Alf Morris
MP introduced the Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons Bill. She was
christened Caris Davina, but her elder sister Sian called her ‘tiny’,
pronounced ‘tanni’, when she first saw her and the name stuck. One of
Britain’s most distinguished athletes, she won a total of sixteen Paralympic
medals, including eleven golds, in five successive Olympic Games and
also won the London Wheelchair Marathon six times between 1992 and
2002. She married Ian Thompson, a research chemist, in 1999: they first
met as members of the national wheelchair racing squad. Their daughter
Carys was born in 2002. Baroness Grey-Thompson is a television
presenter and holds numerous public and charitable appointments. She
was made MBE in 1993, OBE in 2000, a Dame in 2005, and a life peer—
sitting on the cross benches—in 2010.

LANCE CORPORAL CRAIG LUNDBERG

Lance Corporal Craig Lundberg, The Duke of Lancaster’s Regiment, was
blinded in Iraq in 2007. He is 25. His progress and his many activities on
behalf of disabled people and forces charities can be followed on
www.craigsblog.co.uk.

MATTHEW HAMPSON

As an emerging talent in the world of rugby, Matt Hampson’s world was
rocked by a serious spinal injury sustained while training with England
Under 21s. The shock would last months, the impact forever. Paralyzed
from the neck down, Matt faced the toughest challenge of his life.
Drawing on the passion, grit, and steely determination that defined him as
a player, Matt saw his accident not as an end, but as a new beginning.
Through the Matt Hampson Foundation (www.matthampson.co.uk), Matt
offers hope and inspiration to young people with similar injuries, sharing
his experiences and devoting his life to raising vital funds for those in need
of support.

SEASHELL TRUST

The Seashell Trust is a ‘cradle-to-grave’ organization offering high-quality
services, provision, and care for children, young people, and adults with
hearing, visual, multi-sensory, and complex communication and
interactional difficulties. It was formerly known as the Royal School for
the Deaf, Manchester, one of the oldest schools for deaf children in Britain.
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