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At 16:53 local time on Tuesday 12 January 2010, Haiti suffered a catastrophic 
magnitude 7.0 Mw earthquake, with an epicentre near the town of Léogâne, 
approximately 25 km west of Port-au-Prince, Haiti’s capital.  By 24 January, at least 
fifty-two aftershocks measuring 4.5 or greater had been recorded.  An estimated three 
million people were affected by the quake; the Haitian government reported that an 
estimated 230,000 people had died, 300,000 had been injured, and 1,000,000 made 
homeless.  They also estimated that 250,000 residences and 30,000 commercial 
buildings had collapsed or were severely damaged.  
 

The earthquake caused major damage in Port-au-Prince, Jacmel, and other 
settlements in the region.  Many notable landmark buildings were significantly 
damaged or destroyed, including the Presidential Palace, the National Assembly 
building, the Port-au-Prince Cathedral, and the main jail.  Among those killed were 
the Archbishop of Port-au-Prince, Joseph Serge Miot, and opposition leader Micha 
Gaillard.  In the capital the headquarters of the United Nations Stabilization Mission 
in Haiti (MINUSTAH) collapsed, killing many, including the Mission’s Chief, Hédi 
Annabi. 
 

United Haitians in the United Kingdom (UHUK) is a registered charity based in 
London comprised of Haitians, Haitian-descendants, and friends of Haiti living in the 
UK.  The charity’s motto is:  ‘Investing in Haiti’s children today, for a better Haiti 
tomorrow.’  The charity believes that the future of Haiti lies with educating its 
children; an opportunity few of the country’s children ever receive.  UHUK therefore 
began supporting a school in Carrefour, Ecole AHADEPA, years before the horrific 
earthquake destroyed it, and is now working with the Dania Foundation to rebuild 
the institution.  UHUK’s work focuses on fundraising events for the rebuilding of the 
Ecole AHADEPA, as well as sharing Haiti’s rich and vibrant culture and indelible 
historical contribution to the world. 
 
 
United Haitians in the United Kingdom is also pleased to announce its first Annual 
Charity Ball celebrating the best in Haitian culture on 22 January 2011, from 7.00 pm 
to midnight.  Tickets are £50 per person for a 3 course dinner, dancing, live 
entertainment, and a charity auction.  Tickets are only available in advance from 
public.relations@uhuk.org.  The Ball will take place at The Bloomsbury Ballroom, 
Victoria House, 37–63 Bloomsbury Square, London WC1B 4DA. 
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Members of the congregation are kindly requested to refrain from using private 
cameras, video, or sound recording equipment.  Please ensure that mobile phones, 
pagers, and other electronic devices are switched off. 
 
 
 
The service is conducted by The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of Westminster. 
 
 
The service is sung by the Chiswick Adventist Choir, directed by Lynda Saunders. 
 
 
The organ is played by James McVinnie, Assistant Organist, Westminster Abbey. 
 
 
 
 
The Right Honourable Andrew Mitchell MP, Secretary of State for International 
Development, is received at the Great West Door by the Dean and Chapter of 
Westminster and conducted to his seat.  All remain seated. 
 
 
Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of Greater London is received and conducted to his 
seat.  All stand, and then sit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no 1040271. 
 

 3 



ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
 
As the Collegiate Procession moves to the Nave Altar, all stand to sing 
 

THE HYMN 
 

God is love:  let heav’n adore him; 
   God is love:  let earth rejoice; 
let creation sing before him, 
   and exalt him with one voice. 
He who laid the earth’s foundation, 
   he who spread the heav’ns above, 
he who breathes through all creation, 
   he is love, eternal love. 
 
God is love:  and he enfoldeth 
   all the world in one embrace; 
with unfailing grasp he holdeth 
   every child of every race. 
And when human hearts are breaking 
   under sorrow’s iron rod, 
then they find that selfsame aching 
   deep within the heart of God. 
 
God is love:  and though with blindness 
   sin afflicts the souls of men, 
God’s eternal loving-kindness 
   holds and guides them even then. 
Sin and death and hell shall never 
   o’er us final triumph gain; 
God is love, so love for ever 
   o’er the universe must reign. 

 
Blaenwern 408i NEH 364 NEH 
William Rowlands (1860–1937)  Timothy Rees (1874–1939) 
 
 
All remain standing.  The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of Westminster, says 
 

THE WELCOME AND BIDDING 
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All sit.  David Peppiatt, International Director, British Red Cross, gives 
 

A REFLECTION 
 
 
All stand and turn to face the Great West Door.  As the Procession moves from the 
Altar to the Innocent Victims’ Memorial, Cecilia Osmond sings: 
 

Pie Jesu Domine, dona eis sempiternam requiem. 
Holy Lord Jesu, grant them everlasting rest. 

 
Gabriel Fauré (1845–1924) 
from Messe de Requiem Op 48 
 

THE WREATHLAYING 
 
The Dean says: 
 

Let us remember before God those who died during and in the aftermath of the Haiti 
Earthquake, and all whose lives continue to be scarred by pain, grief, or despair. 
 
Carole Attis, Chair, United Haitians in the United Kingdom, lays the wreath at the 
Innocent Victims’ Memorial. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
The Dean says: 
 

O Lord our God, creator of all, you have made us creatures of this fragile earth, but 
have also promised us a share in life eternal.  Hear our prayer for those who have 
died in the devastation of natural disaster, that they may share with your saints in the 
joy of heaven where there is neither sorrow nor pain, but life everlasting. Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
As the Procession returns to the Nave Altar, all remain standing to sing 
 

THE HYMN 
 

Beauty for brokenness, hope for despair, 
Lord, in your suffering world this is our prayer. 
Bread for the children, justice, joy, peace, 
sunrise to sunset, your kingdom increase. 
   God of the poor, friend of the weak, 
   give us compassion, we pray; 
   melt our cold hearts, let tears fall like rain; 
   come, change our love from a spark to a flame. 
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Refuge from cruel wars, havens from fear, 
cities for sanctuary, freedoms to share. 
Peace to the killing-fields, scorched earth to green, 
Christ for the bitterness, his cross for the pain. 
 
Rest for the ravaged earth, oceans and streams 
plundered and poisoned – our future, our dreams. 
Lord, end our madness, carelessness, greed; 
make us content with the things that we need. 
 
Lighten our darkness, breathe on this flame 
until your justice burns brightly again; 
until the nations learn of your ways, 
seek your salvation and bring you their praise. 

 
Beauty for brokenness 263 SG Graham Kendrick 
Graham Kendrick (b 1950) 
 
 
All sit.  Antony Stan Gebara Johnson reads 
 

ISAIAH 61: 1–4 
 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent 
me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favour, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide 
for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of 
gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.  They will 
be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.  They 
shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall 
repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 
 
 
All remain seated.  The Chiswick Adventist Choir sings: 
 
Many are they increased that trouble me. 
Many are they that rise up against me. 
Many there be which say of my soul 
‘There is no help for him in God’. 
 

I cried unto the Lord with my voice  
and he heard me out of his holy hill. 
I laid me down and slept and awaked, 
for the Lord sustained, for he sustained me. 

But thou, O Lord, are a shield for me. 
My glory and the lifter of my head. 

 
Lisa Ireland after Psalm 3: 1–5 



Elise Breton-Jones reads 
 

MATTHEW 25: 31–40 
 

Jesus said:  ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 
then he will sit on the throne of his glory.  All the nations will be gathered before 
him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left.  
Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I 
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 
I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was 
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.”  Then the 
righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you 
food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink?  And when was it that we saw you 
a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?  And when was it that 
we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?”  And the king will answer them, 
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 
family, so you did it to me.”’ 
 

THE ADDRESS 
 

by 
 

The Reverend The Lord Griffiths of Burry Port 
Superintendent Minister, Wesley’s Chapel, London 

 
All remain seated.  Varnia Lovinsky sings: 
 

Lê mwen sonjé lonton sa fê’m tris. 
Lê mwen sonjé demin sa fê’m pê. 
Jodia sé sa’m ginyin. 
 
Nou krié ampil.  Sa fê’m tris. 
Malgré nou pê nou goumin kont li. 
Jodia sé sa nou ginyin. 
 
Sac te passé a yê, sé sac passé jodia. 
 
Sa’m konin sé vré:  Sa nou fê é sa nou di 
Sé sa nou vini. 
 
Jodia avek sekou Bon Dieu mwen choizi pou’m chanté 
 
Ayiti Cheri pi bon peyi pase ou nanpwen  
Fòk mwen te kite w pou mwen te kap konprann valè w  
Fòk mwen te manke w pou m te kap apresye w  
Pou m santi vreman tout sa ou te ye pou mwen. 
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When I think of yesterday it saddens me. 
When I think of tomorrow it frightens me. 
Today is what I have.  
 
We have shed many tears, we have battled many fears. 
Today is what we have. 
 
But through and through I know this to be true. 
We become what we choose to say. 
We become what we choose to do. 
Today, by God’s grace,  
I choose to sing. 

 
Haiti Dearest, 
There is no country better than you. 
I had to leave you to understand your worth. 
I had to miss you to appreciate you, to really feel  
all that you were, all that you are to me. 

 
Traditional Haitian 
 
All kneel or remain seated.  The Reverend Dr James Hawkey, Minor Canon of 
Westminster, leads 
 

THE PRAYERS 
 
In the presence of our heavenly Father, let us commend to him the people of Haiti, 
and all those who are committed to the rebuilding of lives and communities. 
 
We pray for those who continue to suffer physically, emotionally, or mentally as a 
result of the earthquake; for all who have lost homes or livelihoods, and for those 
who struggle to come to terms with grief.  May Christ be the light in their darkness 
and the hope of new life. 
Lord, hear us; 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Myriam Breton-Jones, United Haitians in the United Kingdom, says: 
 

We hold before God those who are the most vulnerable, for children who have been 
orphaned and for the disabled, for those who suffer from violence at the hands of 
others, and especially victims of sexual, domestic, and gang violence.  We pray that 
the basic human rights of displaced persons may be upheld, and that the likeness of 
God in each human person might be recognised. 
Lord, hear us; 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
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Major Ced Hills, Coordinator, Salvation Army Response in Haiti, says: 
 

In thanksgiving we pray for all aid agencies and disaster relief networks which have 
responded to the catastrophe, and we ask God’s blessing on those who continue to 
care for the sick, feed the hungry, and shelter the destitute.  We pray that 
redevelopment may be characterised by courage, energy, and wisdom. 
Lord, hear us; 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
We pray for the good governance of Haiti, and especially for those involved in the 
presidential and parliamentary elections.  May those who govern use their influence 
for the good of all, and for the restoration of peace and prosperity in society. 
Lord, hear us; 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Lady Lamport, Trustee, British Red Cross, says: 
 

We pray for the rehabilitation of healthcare and infrastructure, and ask for God’s 
blessing on Haiti’s re-emerging education system.  We pray for all teachers, carers, 
and support staff who work in nurseries and schools.  May the tragedy of loss be an 
opening to a brighter and more sustainable future for all Haitians. 
Lord, hear us; 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Anne McConnell-Wisskirchen, Haiti Support Group, says: 
 

We hold before God those whose sufferings have been increased in recent months by 
the threat of cholera, and we ask for firm resolve throughout the international 
community to stand alongside Haiti and her people over the forthcoming months and 
years.  May we see the face of Christ in one another, and so share in God’s love for 
the world. 
Lord, hear us; 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
The Minor Canon concludes: 
 

All these our prayers and praises let us now present before our heavenly Father, in the 
prayer our Saviour Christ has taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 
us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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All stand for  
 

THE ACT OF REDEDICATION 
 

The Most Reverend Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of Westminster, says: 
 

Brothers and sisters, Jesus Christ said to his disciples, ‘Do not let your hearts be 
troubled or afraid.’  As we stand in God’s presence let us share the light of Christ’s 
Resurrection and together recommit ourselves to the peace and new hope Christ came 
to bring. 
 
 
All remain standing to sing 
 

THE HYMN 
 

during which the Congregation’s candles are lit  
with flame from the Paschal Candle 

 
Be still, my soul:  the Lord is on thy side; 
bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
leave to thy God to order and provide; 
in every change he faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul:  thy best, thy heavenly friend 
through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
 
Be still, my soul:  thy God doth undertake 
to guide the future as he has the past. 
Thy hope, thy confidence, let nothing shake; 
all now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul:  the waves and winds still know 
his voice who ruled them while he dwelt below. 
 
Be still, my soul:  the hour is hastening on 
when we shall be forever with the Lord, 
when disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 
sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored. 
Be still, my soul:  when change and tears are past, 
all safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 

 
Finlandia Katherina Amalia Dorothea von Schlegel (1697–1752) 
Jean Sibelius (1865–1957) translated by Jane Borthwick (1813–97) 
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The Archbishop says: 
 

Let us dedicate ourselves afresh to be bearers of hope to Christ’s world: 
 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.  Where there is hatred, let us sow 
love.  Where there is injury, pardon.  Where there is doubt, faith. Where there is 
despair, hope.  Where there is darkness, light.  Where there is sadness, joy.  
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled, as to console; to be 
understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love.  Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
May Christ who has enlightened our hearts with the brightness of his risen life inspire 
us to share the love of his kingdom.  Amen. 
 
 
All remain standing.  The Dean pronounces 
 

THE BLESSING 
 
Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast that which is good; 
render to no-one evil for evil; strengthen the faint-hearted; support the weak; help the 
afflicted; honour all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the 
Holy Spirit; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
Go in the light and peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Music after the service: 
 
Prelude in E flat BWV 552i Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 
 
 
All remain standing as the Procession moves to the west end of the church. 
 
 

Members of the Congregation are requested to extinguish their candles and  
to remain in their places until invited to move by the Stewards. 

 
 

There will be a retiring collection for the rebuilding of the Ecole AHADEPA 
through the work of United Haitians in the United Kingdom. 


