
Westminster Abbey 
 

24th December 2020 
 

First Eucharist of Christmas 11.00 pm 
 

While attendance is restricted during the Covid-19 pandemic, the Abbey will be 
making selected services available online. Please be aware that this service will be 
streamed live and will then be available to view for a few days at 
www.westminster-abbey.org. 
 
 

Setting Missa O magnum mysterium Tomás Luis de Victoria (c 1548–1611) 
 

The Gathering 
 
All stand as the choir and clergy enter 
 
The choir sings 
 

   O come, all ye faithful, 
   joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, 
    O come ye to Bethlehem; 
   come and behold him 
   born the King of angels: 
    O come, let us adore him, 
    O come, let us adore him, 
    O come, let us adore him, 
        Christ the Lord! 

   See how the shepherds, 
   summoned to his cradle, 
leaving their flocks, 
    draw nigh with lowly fear; 
   we too will thither 
   bend our joyful footsteps: 
    O come, let us adore him, 
    O come, let us adore him, 
    O come, let us adore him, 
        Christ the Lord! 

 
As the clergy procession moves through the nave all remain standing and turn 
to face the crib. The president says 
 

Dear friends, as we meet this night to celebrate the birth of Christ, let us 
pray that God will bless this crib, and that all who worship his Son, born 
of the Virgin Mary, may come to share his life in glory. 

 

God our Father, on this night your Son Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin 
Mary for us and for our salvation: bless this crib, which we have prepared 
to celebrate that holy birth; may all who see it be strengthened in faith 
and receive the fullness of life he came to bring, who is alive and reigns 
for ever. Amen.  

http://www.westminster-abbey.org/
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The crib is sprinkled with holy water and censed 
 
The choir sings 
 

   Sing, choirs of angels, 
   sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens 
    of heaven above; 
   ‘Glory to God 
   in the highest’: 
    O come, let us adore him, 
    O come, let us adore him, 
    O come, let us adore him, 
        Christ the Lord! 

   Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
   born this happy morning, 
Jesu, to thee 
    be glory giv’n; 
   Word of the Father, 
   now in flesh appearing: 
    O come, let us adore him, 
    O come, let us adore him, 
    O come, let us adore him, 
        Christ the Lord! 

 

Adeste fideles Adeste fideles attributed to John Wade 
attributed to John Wade (1711–86) 

 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

 
All remain standing. The president introduces the Prayers of Penitence, after 
which all say 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen.  
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The president gives the Absolution. All respond Amen. 
 
All sit after the opening phrase Gloria in excelsis Deo sung by the choir 

 

Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis. 
 

Laudamus te, benedicimus te, adoramus te, glorificamus te, gratias 
agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam, Domine Deus, Rex caelestis, 
Deus Pater omnipotens. 
 

Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe; Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius 
Patris, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis; qui tollis peccata mundi, 
suscipe deprecationem nostram; qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, miserere 
nobis. 
 

Quoniam tu solus Sanctus, tu solus Dominus, tu solus Altissimus, Jesu 
Christe, cum Sancto Spiritu, in gloria Dei Patris. Amen. 

 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give 
you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of 
the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most 
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
All stand for the Collect 
 

Let us pray. 
 

A short period of silence is kept 
 

Eternal God, who made this most holy night to shine with the brightness 
of your one true light: bring us, who have known the revelation of that 
light on earth, to see the radiance of your heavenly glory; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
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The Liturgy of the Word 

 

All sit for the Reading from the Old Testament Isaiah 9: 2–7 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 

lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. You have 

multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you 

as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For 

the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of 

their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the 

boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall 

be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given 

to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 

Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His 

authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the 

throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with 

justice and with righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The choir sings Psalm 96: 1–9 
 

Antiphon All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
 

Sing to the Lord a new song; 

    sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

Sing to the Lord and bless his name; 

    tell out his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his glory among the nations 

    and his wonders among all peoples. 

For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; 

    he is more to be feared than all gods. 
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For all the gods of the nations are but idols; 

    it is the Lord who made the heavens. 

Honour and majesty are before him; 

    power and splendour are in his sanctuary. 

Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; 

    ascribe to the Lord honour and strength. 

Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name; 

    bring offerings and come into his courts. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 

    let the whole earth tremble before him. 

 

The Epistle Titus 2: 11–14 
 

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to 

renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live 

lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the 

blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and 

Saviour, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might 

redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own 

who are zealous for good deeds. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand for the Procession of the Gospel. The choir sings 
 

Alleluia! The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 

and we have seen his glory. Alleluia!  
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The reader announces the Gospel Luke 2: 1–14 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

A decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius 
was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the 
city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to 
her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the 
city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign 
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
All remain standing. The choir sings the Motet 
 

Puer natus in Bethlehem, Alleluia! 
unde gaudet Jerusalem. Alleluia! 

 

Hic jacet in præsepio, Alleluia! 
qui regnat sine termino. Alleluia! 

A boy is born in Bethlehem, Alleluia! 
thus Jerusalem rejoices. Alleluia! 

 

He lies in a manger, Alleluia! 
who reigns without end. Alleluia! 

 

Samuel Scheidt (1587–1654) anonymous  
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The Sermon by The Very Reverend Dr David Hoyle Dean of Westminster 
 
All stand to say the Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.  
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All remain standing for the Prayers of Intercession. At the end of each petition 

there is said 
 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 
 

The intercession ends 
 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The president introduces the Peace 
 

This holy night the angels sang, 

‘Glory in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace to all in whom he delights.’ 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 
 

All may greet one another with the words Peace be with you. Please do not 

shake hands 

 

All sit. The choir sings the Motet 
 

O magnum mysterium et admirabile sacramentum, ut animalia viderent 

Dominum natum, jacentem in praesepio. O beata Virgo, cujus viscera 

meruerunt portare Dominum Jesum Christum. Alleluia! 
 

O great mystery and wondrous sign, that the animals should see the Lord born, 

lying in a manger. O blessed Virgin, whose womb was counted worthy to bear 

the Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia! 
 

Tomás Luis de Victoria fourth respond for Matins of Christmas Day  
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All stand for the Eucharistic Prayer. The president says 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

The president continues the Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The choir sings Sanctus  
 

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth, pleni sunt caeli et terra 
gloria tua. Hosanna in excelsis. Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. 
Hosanna in excelsis. 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

All remain standing. The president continues the Eucharistic Prayer 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died; 
Christ is risen; 
Christ will come again. 

 

The president continues the Eucharistic Prayer, to which all respond Amen. 
 
All remain standing. The president introduces the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray, with confidence, in the words our Saviour taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen.  
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All remain standing for the Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

 
The president receives communion, then says 
 

The body and blood of Christ keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 

 
The clergy and congregation receive Holy Communion in one kind (bread only). 
Gluten-free wafers are available. No words of distribution are said. Hand-
sanitiser is provided, and those receiving communion are advised to use it before 
and after adjusting their face-coverings 
 
During the giving of communion, the choir sings Agnus Dei and the Motet 

 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 
 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
 

 

Verbum caro factum est et habitavit in nobis, cujus gloriam vidimus 
quasi unigeniti a patre, plenum gratiae et veritatis. In principio erat 
verbum, et verbum erat apud Deum, et Deus erat verbum. 
 

Gloria Patri et Filio et Spiritui Sancto. 
 

The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the 
glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
 

John Sheppard (c 1515–59) John 1: 14, 1  
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The choir sings  
 

It came upon the midnight clear, 

    that glorious song of old, 

from angels bending near the earth 

    to touch their harps of gold: 

‘Peace on the earth, good will to men, 

    from heav’n’s all-gracious King!’ 

The world in solemn stillness lay  

    to hear the angels sing. 
 

Still through the cloven skies they come, 

    with peaceful wings unfurled; 

and still their heav’nly music floats 

    o’er all the weary world; 

above its sad and lowly plains 

    they bend on hov’ring wing; 

and ever o’er its Babel sounds 

    the blessed angels sing. 
 

Yet with the woes of sin and strife 

    the world has suffered long; 

beneath the angel-strain have rolled 

    two thousand years of wrong; 

and man, at war with man, hears not 

    the love-song which they bring: 

O hush the noise, ye men of strife, 

    and hear the angels sing! 
 

For lo! the days are hastening on, 

    by prophet-bards foretold, 

when, with the ever-circling years 

    comes round the age of gold; 

when peace shall over all the earth 

    its ancient splendours fling, 

and the whole world give back the song 

    which now the angels sing. 
 

English traditional melody  Edmund Sears (1810–76) 

adapted by Arthur Sullivan (1842–1900)  
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All stand. The president says the Prayer after Communion 
 

God our Father, in this night you have made known to us again the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: confirm our faith and fix our eyes on 

him until the day dawns and Christ the Morning Star rises in our hearts. 

To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Dismissal 

 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 

The president pronounces the Blessing, to which all respond Amen. 
 

Go in the peace of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Music after the service 
 

Finale: Vivace (Symphony VI Op 42) Charles-Marie Widor (1844–1937) 
 

 

Please remember to maintain social distancing when leaving the church 
 

The Abbey is grateful for your support. Cash and contactless donations may be 

given as you leave via the Great West Door and will be divided equally between 

the work of the Abbey and charities working with disadvantaged young people. 

UK residents may also donate £5 or £10 to the work of the Abbey by texting 

respectively ABBEY5 or ABBEY10 to 70025. Donations can also be made via 

the Abbey’s website westminster-abbey.org 


